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PREFACE. 



The notes from which die following work has been composed, were 
written in 1813 and 1814, in a stenographic character, from the lips of the 
late President Dwight, during his instructions to the Senior Class of 
Yale College, of which the author was a member. The record was made 
at the time merely for the author's private gratification; and the laborious 

I process of transcribing the original manuscripts has been pursued at oc- 
casional intervals of leisure during the years which have intervened, 

I though until recently without any design of publishing. 

The instructions given by President Dwight to the Senior, Class, 

I which was under his particular care, were extemporaneous; and the ser- 
mons which he preached in the college chapel on the sabbath, as Professor 
of Theology, were the only portion of his productions as a teacher which 
he committe^^ to paper. On account of a weakness of the eyes, from 
which he suffered so great a part of his life, he was obliged to resort to the 
method of extemporaneous instruction, which he rendered at once so inte- 
restiDg and so usehil, that it was generally more highly prized by the stu- 
dents than any other of the academic exercises. It was sometimes noticed, 
that those who had expressed least regard for the preceding studies 
were among the most regular and attentive at the recitations of their senior 
year ; and it was no uncommon thing to hear regret expressed, that the 
tolling of the bell for dinner in the Commons Hall should interrupt a course 
of remarks, sometimes unconsciously prolonged for more than two hours. 
The high repute in which the extemporaneous instructions of the Presi- 
dent were held by preceding classes, with a great reverence for his cha- 
racter, excited in the author a strong desire to make as faithful a record of 
them as p<»sible. He tlierefore began the collegiate year with the practice 
of a simple system of stenography, in which he gradually acquired consi- 
derable proficiency, and by which, with constant attention, he succeeded 
in obtaining much more copious notes than he could otherwise have done. 
It is not to be supposed, that under these circumstancesi, all the ideas pre- 
sented by the speaker, with the frequent and forcible anecdotes, contrasts^ 
and comparisons which characterized his conversation, should have been 
preserved, or that justice should have been done to his style, which often 
rose to such a pitch of eloquence, as to excite the feelings far above the 

ordinary level. 
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4 PREFACE. 

The following pages, therefore, claim only to present such a record of 
the instructions of President Dwight on one branch of the senior studies, 
as might be expected to be made by a youth of seventeen or eighteen, la- 
boring to hoard up as many of his words as possible, but unavoidiably 
losing many, and sometimes taken by surprise, and interrupted in his task' 
by an appeal to the heart which drove every thing else from the mind, and 
sometimes moistened the eyes of the speaker and the hearers with tears. 
Where the notes are most general and meagre, the language of the in- 
structor was sometimes the most fervid, eloquent, and worthy of re- 
cord : for if the writer had 'been asked the question, " What are you doing V^ 
once put by a celebrated orator to the master of an orchestra which de- 
layed to perform their syhiphony at the proper time, he might have replied 
in the same answer, " Weeping, Sir." ' 

Many persons now living, who have participated in the enjoyment 
and the benefits of the instructiona of Dr. Dwight, will derive gratification 
from the perusal of this work, because it bears many marks of that mind 
of .which it professes to be but an imperfect portrait, and will necessarily 
awaken interesting recollections of the instructor of their youth, whose 
memory is preserved wkh equal profit and affection. To other readers it 
may be gratifying to see a record, although an imperfect one, of the fa- 
miliar language x>f one, who was well known to excel in conversation, 
especially employed in his favorite occupation, the training of youth in the. 
ways of knowledge and virtue. This volume may perhaps claim the 
more regard from the fact, that the year to which it relates was the last 
in which the health of President Dwight permitted him to pj&rform his 
collegiate duties without interruption. 

The disputations in which the Senior Class engaged twice a week, and 
which alone are embraced by this volume, occurred between recitations on 
the various brancl^^^ of study appropriate to the senior year. Most of these 
were under the direction of the President, and afforded him opportunities 
for extemporaneous remarks, not less interesting and valuable: Blair's 
Lectures, Duncan's Logic, Locke's Essay, Paley's Philosophy, and Vin- 
cent's Catechism. On .all these the author bestowed equal labor; and 
volumes containii^ his notes may perhaps be hereafter added, to form a 
series^ if the present work should receive the approbation of the public. 

Some of the opinions on political subject^ it is to be remembered, ap- 
plied only to the time when they were expressed, which is no'^fibout 
tw«?iijEvyears past, 

The> Remarks" which precede jpaany of (he Deci^ions^ were ma^e by 
President thright during the leading of the ar^ments presented by some 
of the disputantg of the day, and were called forth by something' which 
they contained. Although some of them appear to be foreign to the ques- 
tions under discussion, they were perfeotly appropriate, and oftea instructive. 
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NOTES ON DECISIONS, &c. 



DISPUTE I. 

November 9d, 1813. 

Question. Ought Capital Punishments ever to be inflicted f 

Remark 1st It is very coimnon to hear persons 
use this expression: "put an end to existence," in- 
stead of " iall." B was introduced by the atheists of 
France, as was the custom of caUiiig men '^beings" 
instead of " creatures." Th«y were used to avoid the 
admission of a Creator's existence, and to imply that 
there is no fiiture state. 

Remark 2nd. Say " the community," not " com- 
munity ;" abd " the Deity," instead of " Deity." 

Remarfp 3d. In every case in which you argue 
from &cts, \ake care that your &cts apply.. 

Rematk 4th« In punishing crimes, it is very desira- 
ble to admmister such punishments as will prevent 
their recurrence. Stealing a horse is not worse, in 
point of turpitude, than stealing as much money as the 
horse is worth: but the fermer crime has a much 
more severe punishment annexed to it than the latter. 
The leason is, that the horse will carry away the thief 
while the money will not ; and of course, the tempta- 
tion to commit the crime is gceater, and requires a 
strongs counteraction. 



8 DISPUTE FIRST. 

Remark 5th. All the tortures that have been added 
to death, have been found to render the punishment 
less efficacious than death alone. 

Remark 6th. We ought to make all reasonable en- 
deavors to preserve the lives of others. It is not usually 
to be expected that men will become penitent in a pri- 
son. 

Remark 7th. Boring a hole in the bottom of a ship, 
setting fire to an inhabited house, and some other crimes, 
are punished with death, because they involve murder, 
or expose life, by putting tlie event out of the power of 
the criminal aiwl of every body else. . 

Remark 8th. Arson is calculated, in an eminent de- 
gree, to break up all peace in society. Treason is one 
of the greatest crimes possible. Public safety demands 
an extreme punishment for both. We fear death, be- 
cause we know it is the passage to eternal punishment 
or endless happiness : to heaven or to hell. 

DECISION. 

There have been many publications on this subject. 
Beccaria handled it with ability ; for he was humane in 
character, gentle in manner, and possessed of much 
learning. His arguments are not all sound, but even 
those which are otherwise are specious, and calculated 
to persuade almost every reader. For a length of time 
his writings produced great effects in Europe, and had 
much weight. He led men to look into prisons, and 
other receptacles of human misery, to enquire into their 
condition, the systems under which they were conduct- 
ed, and the means by which they might be improved. 
But he was in a great measure a theorist ; and theo- 



CAPITAL PUNISHMENTS. 9 

retical views are very rarely correct. His writings, 
however, like the Revolution in this country, brought 
in a flood of light. Our newspapers took up pubHc 
matters when the feelings of our countrymen began to 
be aroused, and they were examined and eagerly read. 
So in Europe liis views attracted and directed the pub- 
lic attention ; and the impulse has not yet been lost. I 
have watched the progress of the thing from that time 
to this, and observed : 

1. That his reasoning is specious, but in many re- 
spects unsound. He has not genius nor strength suf- 
ficient to give laws to nations, 

2. No individual since his time has added much to 
what he said. 

Humanity requires of us much circumspection, in 
fixing the punishment of crimes ; and, on the score of 
humanity, two considerations present fliemselves : 

1. Is it just to put men to death for crimes which 
do not involve murder 7 In the abstract it is not un- 
just ; for God gave the Jews power and right to do it. 
We, however, lie under no obligations to follow the 
Jewish laws except where our cases resemble theirs. 
If a milder punishment will accomplish the object as 
well among us, as a severer one did among the Jews, 
we are certainly bound to. prefer it. This, however, 
does not bring in question the abstract justice of this or 
^t punishment : for, as God gave the Jews hberty to 
punish with death othei* crimes than murder and those 
involving murder, it must be right to do so under 
certain circumstances. Still, this example will not jus- 
tify us in doing the same, unless necessity requires it ; 
ftud a change of circumstances may render it proper or 
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Aeoefisaay to puni^ the same crime in a very different 
foanuer. 

2. As to the policy of punishing with deadi other 
crinies Hian miurder. By the word policy here I do not 
mean cunning) which is dishonest, and seeks pri- 
vate advantage without regard to the nature of the 
means by which it is to be arrived at. I shall discuss 
this point, applying the better meaning to ^e term, 
which is that of lawful expediency. 

You will observe that punU^iment is intended to 
retribute evil, in some measure proportionate to the 
crime committed. We should make it a great object 
however to refc»rm the criminal, never leaving it out of 
view, that the grand object of human punishments 
should be to prevent the recurrence of crime. Death 
is viewed by different individuals in very different 
lights. Some are so hardened ttiat they care nothing 
about it. This, however, is not commonly the case 
with men ; but a long familiarity with crime may hard- 
en them to almost any thing. Death is undoubt- 
edly the severest punishment we can inflict. It is often 
said, but without any sound reason, that the infliction 
of capital punishment increases the number of capital 
crimes. In the statistical accounts published in Scot- 
land, it appears that very few capital crimes have ever 
been perpetrated in that country, although the Enghsh 
laws are more strictly executed than in England itself. 
The prevalence of crimes in England is owing to the 
state of society. A villain is more completely conceal- 
ed in such a great city as London, than he could be in 
a forest a thousand miles square. The freedom enjoy- 
ed in England is one cause of a greater number of 
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cnmes than in many other countries* In Francethexe 
are many encroachtnents^ on peisonal liberty which ste 
not permitted in England. Even in this country we 
submit to a search under a general warrant, while the 
English do not. A great part of all the villains in 
£k^[land flock to London, and there acts of villainy ape 
carried to the highest ptch, as yon may see by reading 
'' Colquhoun's Police of LondotL" In that book you 
may find also mnch important information relating to 
crimes and punishments. 

In England the greater part of the poor are educa- 
ted to nothing : but in Scotland it is exactly the op- 
posite. In Scotland, education, a more thin population, 
a simpler mode of life^ and more virtuous habits — not 
the strictness, or severity of punishments — prevent 
crimes. In Russia punishments are inhumanly severe* 
The knout is &r worse than death oatright : but this 
does not appear to produce the ^ects of moral preven- 
tives jind resCrainid among an intelligent and virtuous 

Many experiments have been proposed, and some 
have been made^ for the reformation of criminals. In 
Philadelphia the starte prison was believed by many to 
be an important improvement, and for a time mere con- 
finement in it seen]^ lik^ to produce the desired re- 
sults, without resort to corporal or capital punishm^its. 
The first reports from that prison were very flattering : 
it was stated that of those who had been released, none 
had returned lo their former bad courses ; and the rules 
df the prison were aiieh as to require them to attend 
divine worsdup on the Sabbath^ to prevent them from 
hftviag access %d evil books, and in short to cut them 

. 2* 



12 DlflPUTE FIRST. 

off from various sources of corruption so injurious in 
other places of the kind. The New-York prison is 
conducted on a plan generally similar. Newgate, the 
prison of this state, differs in several respects. The 
Philadelphia plan seemed to promise so much, that I 
paid particular attention to every st^ in its progress. 
Bat unfortunatdy it was at length discovered, that the 
public had too confidently rested in the behef that it was 
effecting great moral changes upon convicts. In New- 
York, in spite of all the precautions taken, the prison- 
ers broke out several times. The result of these expe- 
riments has been to prove, that thus fer the new sys- 
tems are not calculated sto reform offenders. 

The state prison of Massachusetts is built of granite, 
in a very substantial manner, but has no wall about it ; 
and, although it was expected to prove secure, prison- 
ers are occasionally tnreaking out of it, and are able to 
learn how to accomplish their escape in a few months 
after they are committed. In the New-York prison it 
has been mentioned as a gross evil, that young persons 
are put into the prison among the old and hardened 
criminals, from whom they receive regular lectures in 
villainy, by professors. The &cility of obtaining a dis- 
charge is also a grievous thing. The Governor of the 
State released many from the New- York prison, on con- 
dition that they should join the army. Such treatment 
leads villains to set lightly by a sentence, and of course 
removes much of the restraint wliidi~raight prevent 
them from the commission of criides. Vincent, a noto- 
rious villain, who burnt many houses in the city of Al- 
bany, showed that he did not apprehend any thing like 
punishment from being imprisoned at New- York, under 
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die mild system there adopted. He declared that it was 
a matter of indifference to him to go to such a prison : 
where he was sure of being supplied with food and 
lodging, and being required to work but little. 

The experience thus fer had, therefore, proves that 
state prisons will not stop the commission of crimes. I 
would however try the experiments on the plan of hu- 
manity to the utmost. I would have prisons erected 
on a new plan, I would fiimish the convicts with good 
books to read in their hours of leisure, I would have 
them hear the preaching of the Gospel, I would sepa- 
rate the young from the old, to prevent their contami- 
nation, and I would make thorough and sufficient ex- 
periments. No expense should be spared : the object 
to be attained is of such importance in every point of 
view, that the cost should be disregarded. 



DISPUTE II. 

NoTBmb«r 4th, 1813. 

(tuefltion. Ought Fertign Imm^graticn to be Emewihagtd f 

Remark l8t. A country which needs foreign im^ 
migration, must be, 1st, destitute of the number of inhli- 
bitants necessary for its defence ; 8d, in want of men of 
teaming ; or, 3d, in went of manu&cturers. tn neidier 
of these respects are 'we deficient. 

Remark 0d. A man is requiied by hospitality %b 
receive a stranger into his house, and to treat Inm 
kindly : but not to mak6 him the head of his family. 

Remark 3d. it is the ftshion to say << a mBom f 
but tfiis I consider bad grammar. ^ A meavi^ should 
be used in tha sangtilax. 

Remark 4tfi. Our countrymen are prone to be 
mistaken in the character of (he Irish. Many of those 
who have come to this coimtry have been uneducated 
and vicious. The condition of (he poor in Ireland is ex- 
posed to many evils and sufferings. The great land- 
hdders, instead of letting their laiMi to persons who will 
devote their time and labor to its cultivation, put it into 
rtie hands of q>eculatQrs, and they again, in smaller par- 
cels, to other speculators, so that when it is let in smaU 
portions to the cultitntors,. it is burthened with rents 
which wUl scarcely allow them any thing for their in- 
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Ik 

dustry. The proprietors of the soil are non-residettts, 
flocking to the great cities in Ireland and England, and 
' taking no pains to improve their soil or the inhabitants. 
The fruits of industry, the capital of the country, are 
spent at a distance from it, and without benefit to the 
people, who are also uninfluenced by the intelligence, the 
example or the exertions of the wealthy and best educa- 
ted classes. The prejudice against learning at the same 
time keeps the great body of therti out of the reach of 
the benefits of instruction, and ignorant of the advan- 
tages of books and schools. Yet, under all these dis- 
advantages, the Irish have proved themselves equal to 
their neighbors. Many great men have come from Ire- 
land. Edmund Burke, Lord Wellington, Dr. Gold- 
smith, Lord Castlereagh, and many others, might be 
mentioned, who have distinguished themselves in vari- 
ous departments of science and Uterature. When we 
look upon a country sujOfering imder so many depress- 
ing circumstances, we cannot but feel regret and com- 
passion. But if we are in danger of being injured by 
the influx of foreigners, we ought not to disguise the 
truth. Uneducated men can never be desimble citizens 
in a republic. The people must be instructed, or they 
will not be able to support the government. 

Remark 5th. It is often said that the Americans are 
making rapid strides towards perfection. We are not 
making very rapid progress, but I hope more rapid than 
heretofore. 

Remark 6th. The word " feqtory" has been applied 
in this country to manufectories. In England a foctory 
means a totally diflferent thing : viz. a trading house, an 
European, company established in the territory of a 
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foreign power : as the factories in China. Factories 
have no more to do with manufiictories, than they 
have with making poetry. 

Remark 7th. Immigrants, if I had the regulation of 
the business, should bring undoubted testimony of 
their good coMduct. 

The principal encouragements which we might 
offer to foreigners to settle among us may be supposed 
to be donations of money, grants of land, and natura- 
hzation. 

1. Donations of money. By adopting this expedi- 
^t we should, at a great expense, obtain the worst 
citizens. 

2. By offering grante of land, we draw into our 
country men who have no strong ties at home, and 
who are ready to throw off the wholesome restraints to 
which they are subjected. Some foreigners coming 
here mistake liberty for licentiousness, and expect to 
act as they please. By giving them land, we should 
induce -ftiem to assemble together, and to form com- 
munities of their own. It is no advantage to us to 
baive bad men forming settlements among us, even if 
they do it by themselves. Their habits and prin- 
ciples would become the more confirmed and peirpe- 
toated. People have often been found to retain the 
same opinions and prejudices through many genera- 
tions. Even in towns we find this to be the fact in a 
very considerable degree, where the early circumstan- 
ces of society have been unfiriendly to intelligence and 
moraUty, unless they have been represented as incapa- 
citated by education and habits fix)m tilling the soil 
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with advantage. Being accustomed to society, they 
become weary of solitude. 

3. Naturalization is the third inducement which we 
might offer to foreigners, to induce them to settle among 
us. Rather than practice this, however, I would wait 
for the natural increase of our own population, if we 
are really in want of .more people. 

deci&ion; 
I shall first consider the arguments which are genc^ 
rally urged in &vor of our encouraging immigration. 

1. It is said that immigration will increase our popu- 
lation. This point I have already sufficiently examin- 
ed. We shall increase fast enough by ourselves ; and 
have no need of rapidly filling up our western territory, 
although it is of importance to land holders to increase 
the price of their land, and to fill their own pockets. 

2. Another argument is, tliat immigration would 
improve our language. But in this mamier, I observe 
that we deteriorate it. The language of England is 
divided into numerous dialects, greatly unlike eadi 
other. That of the West Country people would be mh- 
intelligiUe to us. The same may be said of the North- 
em, Southern, and other counties. In the United 
States, on the contrary, there is comparatively no dif- 
ference at all. I can understand perfectly every one 
of you, though you are firom almost every State in the 
country. Scotch, Irish, Dutch, French, or even En- 
glish would nev^ purify our language. 

It is true that our language is not as nmch the 
object of study in this country. Book making is not 
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ide a business here, and while it is ixot, less attention 
11 be bestowed upon it But the introduction of for- 
Tners \iroiild not introduce the. trade of book making 
i \t exists in Cngland. Foreigners would, not come 
Bre to make books. 

3. It is stated that the encouragement of immigra- 
on would promote Uterature and science. These we 
oay class together. With regard to the books neces- 
ary for our improvement in science and literature, we 
'^an easily obtain them firom Europe ; and as to learned 
asfcu, there are very few who could be of any benefit to 
us, and these must be solicited by particular invitation, 
^hA. \hea vrould not come. We want men of real 
worth and merit ; but such men would be appreciated 
at home, and could not be obtained without a resort to 
extraordinary means. There are very few whom we 
want, and they are truly great men. These could not 
be influenced by either allowing or encouraging immi- 
' gratiou on any general scale. 5^ven if men who had 
^Xtsiaed reputation in Europe should come to live 
amongst us, they would lose the incitements to exer- 
^u wYuch they feel at home, and be more disposed to 
live on the honor of their names, than to acquire great- 
er by fiarther progress in knowledge. 

4. Another argument used is, that the introduction 

of foreigners would improve our arts and mariufacttires. 

'Thft European manufecturers are doubtless more skill- 

W than we ; but the manual part of their skill is in 

^^ possession of journeymen, each of whom has been 

Gained to perform a part of a process, and nothing 

^re. They are ignorant of every thing else, and 

their habits are generally profligate and corrupting. 
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Such men we do not want among us, but the manu-' 
feeturers, those who are acquainted with complete 
branches of business, and are better educated and more 
virtuous, we can obtain without establishing any gene- 
ral system for the encouragement of immigration. 

The arguments on the other side of the question, I 
arrange under two heads ; and these I shall next consi- 
der, viz. the effects of such a system in peace and in war. 

1. In peace. The ill effects which immigration 
would produce, in a political point of vjew, are various. 
Europeans are very ignorant of this comitry, its inha- 
bitsffits and their condition, and are greatly prejudiced 
against us. It has been repeatedly susserted by them 
that by coming to Americsu every thing deteriorates. 
One European naturalist says that the Cariboo is the 
largest native animal of America. (It is ip fact as large 
as a calf a year old.) A few pages beyond, the same 
writer, in speaking of the Moose, says it is a native of 
America, and as large as a horse. Bufibn gravely 
gives it as his opinion^ that therfe must be a deficiency 
of matter in the Western Continent, because there are 
found eight species of animals which have no tails ; 
while in Europe there are only six. This is a serious 
matter : but it might appear more so, had not a later 
naturalist foun;d that there exist in^ Europe fourteen 
tailless species. One would think it strange, however, 
under any circumstances, that a large continent like 
America could not furnish matter enough for these ap- 
pendages ! How much prejudice there must be to lead 
men to make such remarks — ^to draw such conclusions ! 
This is but a specimen of the ignorance and prejudice 
of many Europ^ms, on many subjects : yet we are too 
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iipt to be influenced by them, and embrace such views 
as they entertain. Even when they express the opin- 
ion that we are their inferiors, we too readUy admit it. 
This debases our character. I would not encourage 
pride, young gentlemen; I consider it as the disgrace 
of man — ^but I would have you to rever^ce yourselves 
and your country. 

But we feel local partialities and antipathies 
which prevent us from possessing a proper national 
feeling. Our territory is wide, and the inhabitants of 
distant parts have little more intercourse with each 
other than if they lived in different countries. We find 
one man attached to Connecticut or Massachusetts, 
perhaps to New-England, or New- York, Virginia or 
Kentucky :^ but no man is attached to the United States. 
In our present condition we are (Jivided by two rancor* 
oils parties, .which direct all their attention towards 
each other, and forget the general interests in their 
contest. This does not recommend us to foreigners. 
Instead of being led away in this manner by our pas- 
sions, wfe should remember that there .are good men in 
aH parties. These we should acknowledge as country- 
men, and confide in them, and elevate them according 
to tlieir talents. 

DECISION CONCLUIXED, NOV. 8th. 

I was considering the efiecta wliich the encourage- 
Daent of immigration would produce upon the politics 
of our country in peace. 

I wiU now, in the 3d place, speak of its probable 
influence in war. In Europe they are accustomed to 
mobs and conspiracies, as well as to ingmous and daring 
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crimes of all sorts. This requires the establishment of 
a system of police, extensive and strict beyond all our 
knowledge in this country. The danger of detection 
to which criminals are thus constantly exposed under 
such a scrutiny, and the severity of pimishment to which 
they are Uable, would incline many of them to seize upon 
favorable opportunities to change their residence, for a 
country where their hazards would be diminished ; and 
if we should hold out other encouragement to them, no 
doubt we should soon be visited by some of the most 
dangerous men of London and the other great cities of 
Europe. 

Of what use is it to introduce such men amongst 
us ? Will they render us any benefit ? Instead of im- 
proving us in morals or national wealth, they bring in 
pauperism, idleness and vices. Even if we were to sup- 
pose Europeans to be more virtuous than ourselves, 
which they are not, the persons whom they would 
empty upon us would yet be fer less virtuous than the 
generality of our own countrymen ; and we are 
enough. Members of society ought to be orderly 
pie: such men as I have described are disordc 
Mobs are highly dangerous to us :■ for though the go- 
vernment cannot, if disposed, greatly injure our liberty, 
mobs can. I have seen several mobs, young gentle- 
men ; and if you were to see one, it would do more to 
convince you of this truth, than a discussion as long as 
from here to the water side. In mobs I ha^e seen 
mild, orderly, sober men, converted into fiends. In 
Europe, when such disorderly conduct is betrayed by 
the populace of cities, the govemment are forced to 
resort to means to repress it which appear to us intol- 
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erabk ; but this is the only way to prevent them. In 
the countnes of Europe there are syst^ns of poUce 
which watch with 9onstant care ove^r those who are 
dangerous to the public peace. In this country such 
precautions have thuafar been unnecessary : but Eu- 
rope could- not rest under such a state of things as 
ours. Of all the systems of police in the world that 
of France is the most remarkable and wonderful. 

A French merchant was once entering Paris in a 
stage coach. -When it stopped at the gate of the city, 
an officer informed him that the Lieutenant General of 
Police wished to speak with him. The merchant re- 
plied that he must have mii^taken him for some other 
person, as he was not only unacquainted with the Lieu- 
tenant General of Police, but a stranger in Paris. 
" No," replied the officer^ " I am sure I am right : you 
mswei the description exactly.'' The merchant, who 
knew that- a request of such a nature was tantamount 
to a command, immediately pres^ited himself to Mon- 
1^ war Desartine, with the expression of a doubt, how- 
% «ver, of his being the person whose presence was de- 
^'^led. " You are the man I sent for," repUed he : "are 
you a man of courage ? You are to be murdered to 
nigbt. You are to lodge in such a room, in such a 
i^^Hise, in such a. street, in a front apartment in the 
tod story. You. have such and such drafts with 
you, which you k©ep in your portmanteau. You conir 
n^uly retire to rest about ten o'clock, after having 
placed your portmanteau in a chair by your bed side, 
and your pistob in another. You generally make a 
pmctice of loddi^ under your bed and into your closet 
JQst before you get into bed." (All this, which he lis^ 
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tened to with the utmost astonishment, Was exactly 
trae.) " Are you a man of courage ?" (Nothing rouses 
a Frenchman more than to ask him such a questicm.) 
" A plot has been laid to murder you to-night. Will 
you sleep in that room, or shall I send another man to 
sleep "^there?" "I will sleep there," repUed the mer- 
chant. " Then go," said M. Desartine : " but do not 
look into your closet, nor under your bed. Be carefol 
also not to fall asleep." 

The merchant left the Lieutenant General of Police, 
and did as he was requested. He lay down without 
scrutinizing the room as closely as usual, but did not 
neglect to lay his pistols and portmanteau ui their ac- 
customed places. About nudni^t the door of his 
apartment opened, and two men entered. He aifected 
to be asleep, but watched them closely^ and recognized 
one of them, who was his own footman. They cau- 
tiously approached his bed, drew the charges from his 
pistols, took his portmanteau into the entry, and then 
returning held a consultation in what manner they 
should take his life. At this moment two men rush- 
ing from the closet, and two more from under the bed, 
seized the villains. 

Such was the vigilance of the spies, that the whole 
of this plot, even to its details, had been communicated 
through them to the head of the pohce, with so much 
promptitude and 'exactness that he was able in this 
maimer to defeat it, and to seize the criminals after al- 
lowing them to proceed just far enough to afford the 
evidence necessary to procure their punishm^it 

This system of spies extends through all France. 
And it IB not confined to the prevention or punishmmt 
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of crime; but, when the government think that it 
would favor their views if a particular individual were 
taken out of the way, that person is watched ; two or 
three gens d'armes, without any disturbance at all, put 
him on horseback, and his firiends never hear of him 
again. The police spies are in the closets, the private 
apartments, and the desks of every gentleman in 
Prance. And this system, so widely spread, so expen- 
sive, and so terrible, is the product of a corrupt state 0f 
society, in which men are prepared for crime and for 
intrigues against the government, and find great oppor- 
tunities to carry their designs into effect. 

Society in Europe is exposed to the operation of 
demoralizing influences, which do not affect our own 
country in any considerable degree. The books of ^ 
France are full of vice, as gross as we can possibly im- 
agine. Books, songs, &c. of the ^)ost demoralizing ten- 
dency, are printed and hawked about every where in 
the greatest profiision. They are scattered by pedlars, 
who take them to academies, colleges and schools, and 
plac^ them in the hands of youth of both sexes, for the 
sole purpose of polluting them. 

Now, by encouraging immigration, we shall bring all 
th^se evils upon ourselves. Nations are always de- 
scending the hiU of turpitude, and advancing &st to- 
wards the bottom. Why then should we introduce into 
our country men who have been corrupted more than 
ourselves, to hasten our descent? It is untimely to 
have this deluge come upon us now. My prejudice is 
not against foreigners : but against the vices of foreign- 
ers. The Europeans axe undoubtedly most corrupt, 
most advanced in iniquity. 
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After a view of the subject such as I have given 
you, I have come to the conclusion, that I would not 
encourage immigrationi Still, I would not refuse proper 
privileges to such persons as we might admit amoog us 
with benefit, or without injury to ourselves. I would 
oblige every person who might desire naturalization, to 
produce the best testimonials of his character and con- 
dition as they were before he left his own country. If 
these should prove to besuch.as we should wish him to 
sustain here, I think he should be naturalized : other, 
wise not. This, in my opinion, is the only way in 
which we can avoid the vices and the ruin which 
would be brought upon us if we should naturalize in- 
discriminately all who come, or, as some say, oflBer to 
immigrants of all sorts land, money, and even ot&ces in 
the government, to induce them to^ake up their abode 
among us. 
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DISPUTE III. 

November 9th, 1813. 

Question. Ought tU Liberty of tke Press to be Restricted f 

Remark 1st. Blackstone says very prettily, and likd 
a good man, yet falsely^ that the Uberty of the press 
is essential to a free government. Rome had not a free 
press ; and Greece had not : yet they were free. This 
shows us, that we should not take for granted what 
€very great and good mjuti asserts. 

Remark 2d. The unrestrained Uberty of the press 
was one of the principal causes of the French Revolu- 
tion. Infidel books were published and distributed 
every where at a very cheap rate, for the propagation 
of fidsehood, and the corruption of the public senti- 
ments and morals; and by them the minds of the 
French were prepared for all the Miormities which they 
afierwards conmiitted. Those^ who pursued this plan 
of operation by the press, did not confine their views to 
Prance or even to Europe. At the same period a 
whole cargo of Paine's Age of Rea^scm was poured into 
Philadelphia. What could not be sold were given 
away, as the great object was to get them into extensive 
circulation. If works like these which corrupted 
France were to be freely pubUshed in this country : give 
the American press such Uberty, and the nation is un- 
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done. Moral corruption is fetal to any people. The 
wars which we have had, and those which we might 
haye, would prove for less destructive. 

DECISION. 

This question has been debated much by wise and 
good men. The truth is, the press i^ power, and power 
may be abused. It may, on the contrary, be directed 
wholly to good and usefiil purposes. The press is al- 
ways mischievous in such cases as those in which the 
tongue is mischievous : when used to oppose virtue, to 
recommend vice, to propagate felsehood and error* 
Some would give unrestrained freedom to the press, 
under the belief that any slander which may be de- 
vised may be combatted, proved to be such, and render- 
ed ineffectual. But it is certaiu that' slander, once ori* 
ginated, will to a considerable extent be beUeved : 
there is a propensity in man to receive it as truth. 
Besides, we cannot always make the correction of a 
slander follow the slander itself With regajd to the 
dissemination of falsehoods i^id false opinions, if they 
are to be freely circulated in society, they may be seea 
and believed by persons T^ho will never meet with the 
refutation of them. Others may see the refutation and 
not beUeve it. Positive and serious evil then may flow 
from the unrestrained hberty of the press. That such 
evils exist in society, arking from the dissemination of 
slander with the tongue, a,nd,that they would arise froln 
the improper use of the press must be allowed. That 
power exists in the press — ^the power of doing good 
and harm, must also be allowed. Power in the hands 
of bad men has been very injurious, and to them it 
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should never be trusted, without placing upon them the 
best checks we can. We cannot dispense with govern- 
ments : we must commit power to somebody, and 
therefore e2q)ose it to abuse. To guard againj^ the 
evil propensities of bad men, we must therefore limit 
their authority, or render them responsible for the man- 
ner in which they use it. The press is power of one 
kind, and, it is said on one side, should be guarded in 
a similar manner. The question is important ; and 
the experience of different countries may be instructive 
to us. If the restriction of the liberty of the press is 
calculated to prevent the evils apprehended, we must 
look for them chiefly in nations where it is free ; and 
the best way to decide the question is, to look into the 
cases of different cour.mes where different courses have 
been adopted in regard to the press. 

France is incomparably more licentious than Great 
Britain. In the former country the press is not free : 
in the latter it is. Holland and Switzerland, before 
their late ruin, were very virtuous countries, and there 
the press had not been restrained. On the other hand, 
the evils apprehended have not arisen from the freedom 
of the press in those countries where it has existed ; 
and if they were the natural consequence of it, they 
would have been seen to be so. The truth is, there is 
more licentiousness where the press is restricted than 
where it is free. 

Notwithstanding the necessary evils arising from 
an unrestrained press, I think it is, on the whole, no 
injury to a conmiunity. You may remark that it is 
seld<mi the ca^ that a good man goes to the grave with 
a bad character, or a bad man with a good character. 
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The falsehood circulated by the press does not become 
generally and ext^sively injurious, because it does not 
obtain general or lasting belief. I never saw a worse 
coUegtion of slander than was written against General 
Wasmngton ; and yet his character stands high every 
where. He will always be ranked with Alfred, the 
two Gustavuses, Louis the Good and a variety 9f other 
good men. , * • 

The present emperor of France will not go to the 
grave with a good charswjter. Notwithstanding all the 
power with which Napoleon is surrounded, he will be 
detested ; and his character will be known after that 
power has departed from him. 

But how would the restriction of the press ensure 
its purity? Licentious rulers would have licentious 
men to control it. They would give or refuse licenses 
of publication in -every case ; and the consequence 
would be, that many good books would thus be kept 
back while many bad ones would be put forward. 
Now whenever a bad book comes into the world, where 
the press is free, an answer follows it very soon. But 
if there were no liberty of pubUcation, whenever a bad 
book appeared, as it often would when the rulers 
were bad, every reply to it, every exposure of its falla- 
cy or falsehood, would be suppressed by the same rulers 
who promoted the evil, and it would be impossible to 
counteract its effect. So long as their power lasted the 
reply would be prevented frpm appearing : it might be 
for twenty years ; — and then the principal influence of 
ther book woujd be over. 

Although great evils, therefore, attend the liberty of 
the press, I see no way to remedy them without sacri- 
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ficing more than we gain. The only restriction which 
I would lay upon the press would be this : that every 
publisher should put his name to his writings. I do 
not know that this would be a successfiil experiment : 
but I should try it. 

4 
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DISPUTE IV. 

Quegtion. Doea the Mind always Think ? 

Remark 1st. I doubt whether men who think 
most dream most It would appear from Locke's treat- 
ment of this subject, that he did not dream much. It 
often happens that men of strong feelings, whether 
they think much or not, dream much. The best way 
to determine this point would be to mark the fects ; 
and after we have got a sufficient number, to compare 
them. 

Remark 2d. It must be remembered that our ig- 
norance proves nothing. Infidels have brought igno- 
rance as an argument against Christianity : but the 
mere fiict that we do not know any thing is no proof 
that it does not exist. This argument is not worth a 
pinch of snuff. 

Remark 3d. It is often the case, that when we are 
about to speak, we forget what we were going to say. 
Is it not easy then to forget when we are asleep ; and 
may it not be that we have many dreams which we 
never remember ? 

DECISION. 

Mr. Locke's arguments in respect to this subject are 
the following : That during sleep we are not conscious 
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of thought ; that the mind is always active even without 
our knowledge ; [I would remark, that " being imcon- 
scious of thought" means nothing, unless that we do 
not remember what our thoughts have been ;] that we 
have no ideas but those derived from sensation and re- 
flection ; that no one can know whether a person 
thinks in his sleep except hims^, [that is, no one can 
know it if the sleeper himself does not.] This is not true. 
A man may walk in his sleep without knowing it ; and 
another man may see him walking, and doing other 
things which involve thought, and thus ascertain to a 
certainty that the sleeper^ thinks, while he himsdf is 
ignorant of it Of this there are many proofe in fact, 
A physician hving at Lamberton, in New-Jersey, 
found to his great surprise on waking one morning 
that he was widiout ashirt^ and was unable to discover 
any trace of it aiOter searching his room. Having' 
dressed himself and made paiticulax inquiries, he was 
oldiged to remain in donhl with regard to the cause of 
this singular occurrence. On the following mornings 
however, he found himself in a similar predicament^ 
and was obliged to furnish himself as before, without 
the power of making a discovery. The same thing hap- 
pened the three following days, so that five of his shirts 
had at last thus mysteriously disappeared. The matter 
had now become so wonderftd that his brother deter- 
mined to sleep with him, and ascertain, if possible, the 
cause of it. In the night the physician rose from bed 
without speaking, and left the room. His^ bi*other, who 
was on the watch, hurried on a few clothes and fol- 
lowed him. The former took his way towards the 
Delaware, where, on his arrival, he prepared to bathe ; 
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and placing his shirt in a hole, leaped into the water. 
Afler swimming for some time, he regained the shore, 
proceeded homewardy withott stopping for his garment, 
and went to bed. The brother followed, being con- 
vinced he was asleep, and took his place again beside 
him in bed without waking him. The next day, on 
examining the hole on the river's bank, the six shirts 
were found, where their owner had deposited them, 
unconscious, or forgetful of every thing he had done. 

In another case of which I have heard, there was 
still greater evidence of thought during sleep, of which 
the agent was equally ignorant. A shoemaker's wife 
was (Hie night awakened by her husband's rising in 
his sleep and preaching a sermon of some length. At 
the close of it he gave notice, that on the following 
evening he should deliver another discourse 5 and this 
he did with such gravity, that she invited several of 
her neighbors to attend. They came on the evening 
appointed, and were gratified with his sermon, as well 
as with the renewal of the appointment on the next 
Thursday evening, which he remembered as before. 
Thus hi continued to preach once a week, and in a 
Dianner which his audience were gratified with, until 
the secret was accidentally divulged to him, and that 
P^t an end to it. The probability is, that this man 
could not have formed a sermon at all in his waking 
hours. 

An eminent lawyer once told me, that having a diffi- 
cult case to argue, after having devised several different 
iQethods for managing it, he dreamt out one at night, 
which on the following morning he recollected, and 
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preferred to the others so much that he adopted it in 
court. 

The imagination is undoubtedly stronger during- 
sleep than when we are awake. 

While I lived in Northampton, I was engaged for a 
time to supply a winter society, as it is called : that is, 
an assembly meeting for public worship in a part of the 
town distant from the church. One night I dreamt of 
preaching to them, and chose rather a singular text. It 
was this : " Then answered the High Priest, ye know 
nothing at all." When I awoke, I remembered the 
whole of the sermon, and it was of such a nature that 
I determined to write it : but being much occupied for 
several days, and having soon begun to forget it, I was 
persuaded that I should not do it justice, and gave 
it up. 

On the question before us, we feel the want of facts. 
A great deal of useful knowledge is lost by inexcusable 
neglect. We ought to take our note books and pencils 
with us wherever we go, and write down every thing 
we see which we think will be worth remembering. 
What we should thus collect would have an advantage 
over every thing we could find in books : it is real 
knowledge. 

Upon the whole, I do not know that the soul always 
thinks. For some reasons I think it probable. Mr. 
Locke's arguments to prove the negative of this ques- 
tion are very fellacious. 



DISPUTE V. 

November 16, 1813. 

Question. Is a pvbUc education preferable to a private? 

DECISION. 

This question may be considered in two points of 
view : 1st. Which is more beneficial to the community ? 
2d. Which to the youth themselves ? 

The universal practice and experience of nations 
who have paid any attention to the instruction of the 
yoimg, will decide the former of these questions. An 
apparatus is indispensably necessary for instruction in 
various departments of knowledge ; but it is so expen- 
sive that it cannot be purchased by ordinary parents. 
Of course, if education were made private, many would 
be deprived of the benefit of apparatus. 

Without going far into' the first question, we may 
consider the second. Combined exertions are power- 
ful. It is stated that a man working alone may make . 
about a dozen pins in a day, while ten men together, 
each of whom has a particular part of the work to per- 
form, will make ten thousand. The same principle 
may be extended to almost every branch of human bu- 
siness, and, among others, to that of instruction. One 
teacher canfiot be as perfect a master of all branches of 
knowledge as he might be of one. It is therefore ne- 
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cessary, in order to have good instructors, that one 
person should be assigned to each department in sci- 
ence. It is necessary also that he be supported by 
some means, so that his time may be appropriated to 
his studies and his instructions. But this cannot be 
done by individuals, and of course the university must 
offer advantages superior to private instruction. To 
render the latter equal to the former, the private family 
must be supplied with professors as capable as those of 
the public institution, which cannot be done. 

With respect to morals, which is the foundation of 
one objection made to pubhc instruction, it is to be re- 
membered that there are many youth who are cor- 
rupted before they come to college. Th^se seek the 
company of the virtuous whom they find there, and se- 
duce them. This is an evil of a most serious nature. 
The youth who come hither with pure habits, are not 
acquainted with the characters of those who appear to 
seek their society with firiendly feelings, and some- 
times fall their prey. Persons of worth wait to be 
sought for : the Vicious are in a hurry to find company. 
SoUtude is an enemy to vice. But similar evils exist 
in other places beside public institutions. The best 
thing that happens to many youth is their leaving their 
father's house. What some need is to be separated 
firom the companions diey have had in their childhood. 
Servants in the house are ofien great corrupters of 
children. 

It is objected to universities, that they allow youth 
to become acquainted with evil which they might be 
kept firom at home. A gentleman once asked me 
whether I suffered my children to read the books of in- 
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fiddbs. I told him yes : for they mast become acquaint- 
ed with them sooner or later, and while I am living I 
can confute the arguments they use. I should be un- 
willingf to have them find these arguments unawares, 
with nobody by to meet them. So with respect to 
vices. Men must become acquainted with their exist- 
ence sooner or later, and it is desirable that they should 
have examples and motives of virtue before them at the 
same time. 

The following is the plan which I would approve 
for the private education of children. I would select 
about a dozen youths of steady habits: industrious and 
moral, who should be under my special care. I would 
say to their parents, as General Kutusoff said to the 
Emperor of Russia when appointed by him to take 
command of the troops against Bonaparte : " Your Ma- 
jesty will not appear in the army yourself!" I would 
have all the superintendence of them. The children 
should be placed where they could have no intercourse 
with vicious persons, unless under the eye of their in- 
structors. They should not be excluded from th^ 
world, but be from time to time permitted to mingle 
with well-bred and respectable company. When at the 
age of fifteen, or thereabouts, they should travel, ac- 
companied by some proper person, and be obliged to 
note down every thing they saw or heard worthy of 
temembrance. So many hours should be set apart for 
study, and so many for exercise, which should not be 
uifringed upon. I would carefully instill into their 
ttiinds that all I did was intended for their good, and 
would render myself as agreeable to them as possible. 
All the useful branches of knowledge I would teach 
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them in due season, while botany and mineralogy 
should be made part of their recreation in their leisure 
hours. 

Such a plan as this I should Uke to see pursued : 
but it never was and never will be done. 



DISPUTE VI. 

November Ylih, 1813. 

QtteBtion. Are the AhiUHes of the sexes equal f 

Remark 1st. The mother gives the first turn and 
cast to the mind. Her province is infinitely more va- 
luable than that of the fether. General Washington's 
mother contributed to'ihe fomidation of his character. 
Sir William Jones's mother performed the same import- 
ant part in the education of her son. 

Remark 2d. Mrs. Haimah More has written bet- 
ter on the human character, than any man whose wri- 
tings 1 have seen. Her treatise on female education is 
as fer superior to that of Mr. Locke, as his is to that of 
an ordinary man. Her system of morals is the best in 
the world. 

Remark 3d. It does not appear that bodily and 
mental strength go parallel. I have seen many strong 
men with strong minds ; but I have seen many who 
were strong in mind, but weak in body. Dr. Johnson 
was strong it is true. He knocked down a bookseller 
with a book. Governor Strong of Massachusetts could 
probably be outrun by most of the butchers in the state. 

DECISION. 

There can be no decision on this subject, because 
the different manner of educating the different sexes 
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deprives us of facts. Mr. Kirkland, a missionary to 
the Indians, informed me, that one of the Iroquois tribes 
had a woman who was considered the most able 
counsellor among them. 

It is owing to the innate good sense of the women 
of this country, that they are not absolute idiots. I 
would not give three groats to have a daughter of mine 
go to many of the schools in the coimtry. Observe the 
state of our schools for females, aod compsure tbem with 
the colleges for males. The seminaries for females are 
no better than hired school rooms ; and how dispropor- 
tioned are the benefits of instruction offered in ^e two 
plans of instruction ? Yet under all these advantages 
in the one case, and disadvantages jn the other, we are 
comparing the abilities of the sexes. The end kept in 
view in our institutions for the education of males, is 
to make them useful : in that of females, to make them 
admired. Men will pay any thing to have their daugh- 
ters taught to manage their feet in dancing, to daub 
over a few pictures, (fcc. to be admired by a few silly 
young men. I cannot speak on this subject without 
indignation. 

In spite of all the disadvantages under which they 
suffer, females have not only become good, (which they 
have done oftener than men,) but great. Elizabeth 
was better than any other sovereign that ever sat on 
the Enghsh throne, except Alfred the Great. Catha- 
rine of Russia, though in some respects bad, was better 
than the other monarchs of that coimtry. Margaret of 
Denmark -was great. Women on thrones have gene- 
rally excelled men in that station. What a miserable 
collection of kings have set upon the thrones of Eng- 
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land, France, Spain, and other countries of Europe ! 
It has been said that Elizabeth's character is due to the 
wisdom of her ministers. Their wisdom only shows 
that she had sagacity enough to choose such ministers. 
In literature woman can appear to great advantage. 
No writer has equalled Mrs. More on the subjects she 
has handled. 

In determining this question we are prone to be 
prejudiced. We are like the man who showed a Uon 
a statue of a man treading upon a Uon's neck, to prove 
to him the superiority of his own species. " Ah !" said 
the lion, " let us be painters, and we will soon show 
you a lion with a man at his feet." 



But females excel us in moral excellence. In com- 
parison with this, even good sense and enlarged intelli- 
gence are mere frippery. Women are much more fre- 
quently persons of piety than men. Their dependent 
situation is &vorable to it. It may be set down as a 
strong probability, that many more wOmen than men 
will go to heaven. 
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DISPUTE VII. 

Qaefftion. Whieh have the greattst if^fiuenee in fifrming a National 

Charaeier, Moral or Physieal Causes f 

Remark 1st. Civilization commenced earliest in the 
temperate climates. 

Remark 2d. We are too apt to make short syllables. 
Many say Intrigue^ which is wrong, because words 
ending in gue have the last syllable long. 

Remark 3d. Some writers attribute aH the traits of 
different nations to their clinoates. The French and 
Italians are volatile ; the English, Dutch, Turks, and 
Spaniards are grave. Where is the climate which pro- 
duces either volatiUty or gravity ? If the Greeks had 
reason to suppose the air of the ocean peculiarly fevor- 
able to the production of great minds, why were Epa- 
minondas, Pindar and others possessed of them ? 

Remark 4th. It is a prevailing opinion, that the 
Egyptians gave origin to the sciences and arts. This 
we believe because the Greeks said it. But the Greeks 
for a long time knew nothing beyond Egypt, and it was 
therefore natural that they should embrace such a belief. 
The truth however is, that the Egyptians brought their 
sciences from the East. Science sprung up in the ante- 
diluvian world ; and thence they derived the zodiac, an t 
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alphabet and the theorem of the precession of the equi- 
noxes. We commonly think our arithmetical figures 
are Arabic: but they are Hindoo; and, if we could^ 
trace them, probably we should find them Persian. 

Remark 6th. There are many evidences to show 
that the influence of climate upon national character 
has been overrated. The Russians have shown that 
courage may grow in the cold. Peter the Great seems 
to have been a genius, but a bad man. He j;iad self- 
denial, industry, and many other necessary qualities ; 
but he kept his eye upon the great thing of being a 
great monarch. Gustavus Vasawasagoodman. The 
only fault in him worthy of mention, was his being at 
times ardent almost to rashness. He did not sufficiently 
consider the importance of his own life. 

Remark 6th. In prose, the word " scanty" should 
be used, and not " scant." 

Remark 7th. The government of a country has a 
great influence upon the national character. Under an 
extensive government, in process of time, we find the 
same national character existing in all parts ; while 
under different governments contiguous parts differ. 

Remark 8th. Hume, though sagacious, was a bad 
definer. 

Remark 9th. Climate, soil, local situation, ike. are 

physical causes : education, government, &c. are moral 
causes. Moral causes are those produced by our own 
agency : physical, those produced by the agency of God. 
Moral and physical causes both present motives. The 
Spartans were hardy: why?, Was the climate the 
cause? No: but the government. Religion has a pow- 
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ediil influence upon national character. The same 
religion produces similar characters among different 
nations. 

Remark 10th. Progress should not be pronounced 
progress : mischievoits should not be pronounced mis- 
chievous. 

Remark 11th. Physical causes are favorable to the 
growth of a nation just as they strengthen the body ; 
but moral causes, I conclude, have the greater influence. 

Remark 12th. Some people regard with.a kind of 
reverence those countries which in past days have pro- 
duced great nations, as if there were something in the 
climate or the soil superior to any thing to be found 
elsewhere. The same water now washes the shores of 
Greece as in ancient times, and the same sun now warms 
it as in the first ages : we should expect then that the 
same character would exist among the inhabitants at 
the present day. But their degeneracy in point of learn- 
ing shows their Want of the education which was 
bestowed upon their predecessors. 

Remark 13th. As to the opinions expressed by Eu- 
ropeans concerning our character, capacity, and pros- 
pects, there never was a story more perfectly ridiculous 
among all those that begin with " Once there was a 
man." 

DECISION. 

Perhaps this question can never be decided by one 
general proposition. Moral causes, no doubt, have great 
infiuence on mankind ; and it can never be denied that 
physical causes have sometimes much to do in ferming 

5* 
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the national character of a people. Yet in my mind no 
doubt exists, that moral causes have most influence. 

Soil operates upon man as a motive, by presenting or 
by withholding motives. The Arabs cannot very welJ 
be different from what they are while they live in their 
own country. A Greenlander is compelled by his cli- 
mate to hunt for his food, smoke it when he has ob- 
tained it, take up his abode in caves or huts, and in short 
to live much as he does live. His very condition in 
that frozen country drives him along the road in which 
we find him travelling. He has his whole time occu- 
pied in keeping warm and getting food ; and has no lei- 
sure left to found schools or colleges, build churches, 
towns or cities, or to expand in any way. He would, 
no doubt, if transplanted to another country, do as other 
people do who live in it ; but while he remains at home 
he will necessarily be much as he is. 

Location has a great influence on the character of 
a people. An Island possesses many advantages. Upon 
terra-firma men can generally make but few exertions 
without coming into collisioi^ with each other, breeding" 
contests, and suffering injuries. A sense of weakness 
renders nations jealous and inimical ; and an exposed 
frontier between two adjacent nations weakens both. 
The intervention of the sea, on the contrary, in many 
cases renders both more secure, while it offers an easy 
and comparatively a safe channel for intercourse with 
more distant regions. 

These are some of the influences exercised by 
climate, soil, and location, which are anoong the physical 
causes affecting nations. The Greeks were at one 
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period poets, warriors, and historians : why are they not 
so now 7 The reason is found in the want of those 
motiTes which were formerly held out to them, and 
which excited them to exertion . In ancient times, when 
great rewards were offered to those who excelled in 
learning, eloquence, the arts and war, there were always 
found men enough who were eager to exert all their 
energies in different professions, and to labor for life to 
the utmost of their power. By such application and 
exertions -the ancients attained their excellence, and 
they could hare attained it by no other means. Just 
so it is in every other country, and in all circumstances 
where excellence is attained in any thing. Sufficient 
motives are held out for the encouragement of exertion ; 
and not such motives as maybe felt by only one or two 
individuals, but so great as to influence many who will 
exhilarate each other, and bring into full operation the 
greatest talents. When Newtwi shone so bright iti 
philosophy, he was not alone-: there was a whole -con- 
stellation of philosophers. Sufficient motives will al- 
ways produce great excellence. When David wanted 
great warriors he found them : not only the first three, 
but the thirty. 

The reason why savages remain micivilized, and 
attached to their barbarous state, is that they see no 
motives to induce them to improve. Mankind are 
powerfidly influenced by the love of distinction ; and 
this is true in all states of society. Savages are dis- 
tinguished in the chase, in council and in war, and in 
110 other way. Place them in such circumstances that 
they would have an honorable distinction in becoming 
civilized, and you will soon see them becoming civi- 
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lized. This you will compass at once if you can give 
them a love for property. The Chinese live under a 
despotism, which offers few motives and shuts out all 
others. The consequence is, they are just what other 
men would be if placed under the same circmnstances. 
They are much raised above the savage state, and 
have the love of property, and are tenacious of it in a 
greater degree than most oiheT people. They will let 
you kick and cuff them like spaniels, and laugh at you 
all the while, if they think they have the prospect of 
cheating you out 'of a litde money. Still their love for 
property leads them to no further progress in civiliza- 
tion. They remain where they have long been, for 
die want of motives to induce th^n fiurther to improve. 
Louis the Fourteenth was a despot : but he wanted to 
rule over men ; and therefore his subjects were in de- 
sirable circumstances. Other sovereigns have also 
sometimes offered encouragements or motives to men 
to improve their own condition ; and in Great Britain 
more than in any other part of Europe. There you 
have a religion not forced down the throats of men by 
violence, but recommended by reason. Religion there 
holds a high rank in public estimation : so much so 
that when individuals have not been truly religious, 
they have shown by their conduct that they thought it 
good, and that they believed it right and becoming in 
them to show an outward respect for it Those who 
act upon this principle^ sometimes also acquire the in- 
ward spirit of religion. In that country arts have risen 
to an eminence, and have greatly flourished. The po- 
litical condition of the people, in conjunction with their 
reli^n. also vields them great benefits. AH the offices 
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in the state, except the king's, are open to any indivi- 
dual ; and this produces an effect upon many persons 
in different conditions in society. Though a distant 
object, it is ever an active one, in its influence upon 
these who are pursuing studies which may put 
Ihem in the way of promotion : it calls forth their en- 
ergy and industry. The improvements we there see 
—the progress made in science and liie arts — are not 
the results of what is sometimes in this country called 
genius, which is like Egypt, a broken reed : it is the culti- 
vation of the mind, the manure, which raises the plant, 
and makes it overtop the whole forest. 

We find the traces of the power of motives where- 

ever we turn. In England land produces forty, fifty, 

and sixty bushels of wheat to an acre. In this country 

the conmion crops are seven, eight and fifteen. What 

is the reason of this ? In England agriculture is much 

respected ; and when extraordinary success is obtained 

by science or skill, the result is thought important, the 

attention of men is attracted by it, the land which has 

yielded much is visited and the novelty is talked of and 

admired. And so it is with other branches of usefiil 

industry. Manufacturers who exhibit great proficiency 

and produce great results sometimes become great men. 

In this country, on the contrary, sufficient motives 

are not offered to encourage men to make exertions in 

many of those departments in wHich we ought to be 

better skilled. The great fault with us is fiiult-finding ; 

feelings are too local, and animosities too strong. The 

inhabitants of our principal cities feel but Uttle interest 

or attachment for each other. The citizens of Jlew- 

York, Charleston, Baltimore, Boston, and Philadelphia 
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care but litttle for what is beyond their own cities. 
Even what we know we are inclined to condemn. W^e 
crow upon our own dunghills, and set up our feathers 
wonderfiilly against those who attempt to crow upon 
the neighboring dunghills. 

A change of circumstances will sometimes produce a 
striking change in the feelings and condition of a nation, 
by offering new motives to incite them. The chain has 
been taken off the minds of the Spaniards by the abo- 
Ution of the Inquisition. The people feel it : and in 
your life time they will probably do great things. If 
they now had a sovereign whose ambition was not to 
cook his own break&tst or to kill a deer^ they probably 
would have risen from their degraded state. 



DISPUTE VIII. 

NoTflmber 84th, 1813. 

Qtiettion. Is a Lie ever Justifiable f 

Remark 1st. It is no argument in favor of lying 
that some of the best men mentioned in Scripture lied. 
We find that numbers of them were guilty of other sins, 
which are in like manner recorded, and sometimes with- 
out any conmient on their criminality, which is so plain 
as to require none. Their example in the one case is 
no more a justification of those who imitate them than 
in the other. 

Remark 2d. Dr. Paley speaks of what he calls 
"white Ues;" but depend upon it, they are "white- 
washed," and if you get that oiF, you will find them as 
black as any other. 

[The decision must be deferred, as I have some- 
thing to say to you on another subject.] 

The tutors tell me, young gentlemen, that you make 
too much noise in the hall. I wish to turn your atten- 
tion to this subject early, that you may correct your 
manners there in due season. I have observed that dis- 
order in college almost alwa3rs begins in that place. 
There you are firequently collected together, and have 
opportunities to do many things without being particu- 
larly overlooked. When a youth begins to deviate 
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from Strict propriety, he usually first breaks a law of no 
great importaace, before he proceeds to commit great 
offences. The progress towards the gallows is gradual ; 
and so it is in ill conduct at this college. A stud^it 
indulges in some petty misbehavior, and step by step 
increases in the course of disobedience till he brings 
severe.punishment upon himself 

You will observe that the laws of Yale College are 
very mild, and that every precaution has been used in 
framing them to prevent the necessity of severe punish- 
ment, though still sometimes it is found necessary. 
Great labor has been bestowed in improving them, so 
that their operation might be as gentle, just, and salutary 
as possible. They were originally copied, with some 
variations, from those of the Universities of Cambridge 
and Oxford, and were founded on the principle that 
every offence was to be cured by the infliction of a pe- 
nalty. Numerous fines were imposed, which were for- 
merly collected from those students who infringed the 
rules. They have been considerably altered within a 
few years, and for the better : for the system has been 
changed for the parental, which is calculated to prevent 
the commission of crimes by moral influences, rather 
than to punish them when committed. I have exerted 
mjTself much to procure the mollification of the old rules 
as I considered them too severe, and not suitable to the 
ends proposed by laws. One consideration is, that the 
smaller instances of misconduct in the young, oflien 
proceed not from a disposition to do hurt, but from high 
spirits. Of tliese I am not disposed to think too grave- 
ly, nor am I inclined to punish them too severely. They 
are however not to be disregarded : they form the first 
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link in the chain : it is best to prevent the greater evils 
to which they lead, by beginning early. I know the 
tendency of such tilings, and I have apprehensions of 
the result if they are allowed to proceed without check. 
You will not be apt to watch against things which in 
themselves may be of little or no importance : but, if 
you do not, yoU will by degrees arrive at greater and 
greater offences, and find yourselves farther and farther 
removed from the line of uprightness. 

As I have before renaarked, the great and most se- 
rious disorders here, generally begi^ in the hall ; and 
the first intimation of evil generally is an unusual 
noise among the students while at their meals. What- 
ever is the reason, it is true, that whenever any thing 
is designed to be prevented fi:om hurting the conscience^ 
n<Mse is resorted to. Mobs are always noisy. Noise 
in all instances accompanies wrong, except in cases in 
which concealment is necessary to the perpetrator. 
But noise is unbecoming you while employed at your 
meals. You would not make it at a gentleman's table : 
why do you not consider your tutors and your friends 
as gentlemen ?, Stillness is as much a law in civilized 
countries, as any statute made by legislators. 

Your class entered college young, and therefore, as 
a class, had much volatility. But you * are now old 
enough, 3^nd high enough in rank, to conduct with 
propriety and to act without noise. And you ought to 
consider also your influence ; your example, if an ex- 
ample of order and propriety, will have a great effect 
upon the other classes, who will ever be observing 
your conduct. They will fe^l themselves justified, or 

at least e^^QUsed, in doiijg what they see you do. Al- 

6 
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though you have not all been as remarkable for good con- 
duct as would have been desirable, you have it in your 
power to conduct as well in the hall as you do here ; 
and I have no fault to find with your manners in my 
presence, with the exception of a litde whispering no'w 
and then among someof you, which shows the remains of 
the boy. In the concerns of the senior class I always feel 
a particular interest, as it is under my more immediate 
care, and take great pleasure in having them conduct 
according to the strictest rules of propriety. I cannot 
but hope, therefore, that you will prove hereafter, that 
all your former volatility does not afford a just criterion 
for your minds, but that you can think and act soberly. 

If, however, you should practice the opposite beha- 
vior, would not the effect of it in fature be painful as 
well as injurious ? Would it not hurt your feelings to re- 
flect, that you had contributed to destroy the character of 
a fellow student, and to injure the happiness of a parent? 

If you wish to pursue the course of wisdom, attend 
seriously to this subject now, for it has been timely in- 
troduced that you may check the beginning of evil. 
The disturbances which have been known here have 
generally had one beginning. After the students have 
been for some time noisy in the hall, they have next 
begun to throw bread, break vessels, overset tables, and 
then proceeded to bold and daring offences and crimes, 
which have procured their dismission. The danger of 
such disgrace and evil may easily be avoided by a little 
reflection at the outset. 

These arguments, young gentlemen, I should think 
suflicient to convince an opponent : but I hope I have 
no opponents here. I hope I speak to friends. 



• . 
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DECISION. NOV. 26th, 1813. 

It is remarkable that Dr. Paley has said that some 
jGakehoods are not lies. The parables of Christ, although 
not true stories, were far from being falsehoods, because 
they were not intended to be beheved. And this is an 
important point to be settled, in relation to every ques- 
tion concerning deception and truth-telling ; to which 
Paley pays no regard. He says that there is no decep- 
tion involved in servants denying that their masters are 
at home, when they are not disposed to see company. 
But the intention is to deceive the friend ; and the fact 
that the visit is not of very great consequence, or that 
the practice is coiMUon, does not change the nature of 
the thing. The writing of " Yoiir Humble Servant" 
at the dose of a letter to one whom you are not disposed 
to serve, and whom you perhaps regard as an enemy 
rather than a friend, is not however intended to be be- 
lieved, as it is always understood to mean nothing. The 
plea of " Guilty" or " Not Guilty" by a prisoner at the 
bar is not a &lsehood, because it is not understood as 
declaring his guilt or innocence, but only his wish to 
avoid or to stand a trial. All sciences have their par- 
ticular terms ; and this is the language of law. On 
tbe other hand I do not agree with others in the opinion 
that it is right for a lawyer to declare his confidence in 
the justice of his client's cause, when he believes him 
to be in the wrong. I differ from Paley also in the con- 
clusion I draw from the &ct he asserts, that " some per- 
sons h^ve no right, to know the truth." This does not 
prove that we have a right to he. When a child who 
feels a great antipathy to medicines is siek, and it is ne- 
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cessary for its life that some should be administered, I 
am decidedly of the opinion that we cannot be justified 
in telling it a falsehood. I say we ought to trust to Grod. 
One of my children, when severely sick, and likely to 
die, on a particular occasion could not be prevailed on 
to take any thing : from his dislike to medicine, fearing 
that it might be mixed with every thing, he rejec- 
ted whatever was given to him to eat. So resolute 
was he indeed, that he would not take the juice of 
strawberries, of which he wa^ remarkably fond. At 
length, however, he consented to eat, and did eat, though 
no deception whatever was attempted upon him. I think 
few cases will occur more desperate than this apparently 
was ; and, although we may presume a stronger one, I 
should be unwilling to break moral rules, merely to 
make way for circumstances of my own supposition. 

Paley say;s also, that it is justifiable to deceive a mad- 
man, to bring about a benevolent purpose. I would not 
do it, and I think it would nov often be necessary to 
practice a deception for such objects, ^ut that they mi^t 
generally be obtained by harmless means. If a madman, 
while in pursuit of a person he designed fokill, should 
enquire of me the way that person had takei^ instead 
of deceiving him, I think I should try to divert him 
from his purpose. No one can foresee exactly what 
eftect may be produced upon the mind of a madman 
by a diversion of his thoughts from one subject to 
another ; and instances have been known in which they 
have been made to relinquish evil intentions in an in- 
stant, by encountering something unexpectedly. A mad- 
man, greatly infiiriated against his family, was once met 
by .a man whom he held in high respect, while bent on 
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their destruction. He immediately resolved to put him 
to death, and told the man th9t such was his intention. 
The other replied in a cool. and imshaken manner: 
•^ What ! you will not kill me ?" This produced 
another change in his mind, and he inunediately re- 
plied :— " No, I will not I" 

Another of Paiey's remarks is, that in some cases 
the general evil produced by telling a falsehood is very 
small, and the particular good very great, and that in 
such circumstances truth should be sacrijGiced. But I 
believe that the truth can never be justly violated on 
this account, nor qn any other. I take it that the law- 
giver only is to m^ke exceptions to his own law. This 
is particularly true of God. None but he can make 
exceptions to the law of truth. His laws are made 
with a perfect knowledge of the nature of all time 
and all beings. He knows what will be best not only 
during the existence of this world, beyond which human 
laws do not extend, but throughout eternity ; and there- 
fore, knowing the tendency of falsehood, he has forbid- 
den it entirely. If we would obey his law, then, we 
must oppose ourselves to falsehood as he does, and make 
no limitations to its requisitions. His authority is su- 
preme and unquestionable : we have no right to make 
any question about expediency when his conmiands are 
known. His authority arises from his being the Crea- 
tor. What right can a creature have to pretend to more 
wisdom, holiness, or goodness, than the Almighty? 
What business can we have to say ; " You will permit 
106 to make exceptions to your general law of lying ?'' 
Such we are not authorized to make ; and, unless we 

6* 
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can find exceptions made by himself to his own laixr, 
we can make none. 

It is then an important question Ibr us to determine : 
Has God made exceptions 1 Some maintain that because 
good men mentioned in the Scriptures are represented 
as having violated the truth, as they are held up to 
us for OUT examples, we are justifi^ed in imitating them 
in this Tespect. But this is not a right view of the case. 
The Scriptures present facts: they do not profess to 
offer any human character as perfect. On the contrary 
they declare that there is no human perfection. Solo- 
mon says : ^' There is none that doeth good and sinneth 
not." St. Paul says to the Corinthians : " Follow me 
so far as I follow Christ." Why should we follow 
good men in doing wrong ? The sins of men whose 
lives we find recorded in the Bible, are held up for our 
warning. Good men have been guilty of falsehood, 
and these are what we are warned to avoid. Josiah, 
Rebecca, and Rahab were guilty of sins ; and there are 
not a few instancei^ recorded in which falsehoods were 
told. But there was certainly more liability in those 
Aby^ for thos^Vho intended to do their duty to fall 
into such sMb by mistake, than in our own. There 
were then no written Scriptures accessiUe to all, with 
warnings held out in the bad examples of others. The 
people at large were bad moralists ; and if it is doubted 
by some persons now, whether falsehoods are not in 
certain cases justtfiiable, how much more room was there 
to form such an opinion then. How much less exposed 
to error are we, and how much more inexcusable when 
WB fell into it ! When there were no Scriptures, it is 
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oat wonderfiil that some should have doubted of a point 
which a divine of the ei^teenth century doubted of, 
with the Scriptuies of the Old and New Testaments iii 
his hands. 

It;^ sufficient that God has said : '^ Liars shaH have 
their part in the lake that bumeth with fire, and brim- 
stone !" It shows what is the view in which he regards 
the subject of our discussion. In the opinion of David, 
&L9ehood was more dangerous than the enemies by 
whom Judea was attacked. In other ages and coun- 
tries it has been found to be a most destructive evil. It 
is my owti opinion that th^ French government have 
done DQore by &lsehood than by arms. The success of 
their designs has been attributable more to this cause : 
for before they have invaded a country and attempted 
its subjugation, they have, corrupted the people by infu- 
sing into them their principles. ^ I have paid more atten- 
tion to this subject, I have studied it more thsCn you 
possibly can have done : I have watched their progress 
and have examined a history of their government as 
given by themselves. Their great system was a.system 
of fsdsehood. The countries they gained possession of 
were betrayed. The weapon they made use of was 
the nK»t efficacious ever used. Things have more re- 
cently chan^d, since they have come into contact with 
people whom they have not been able to corrupt ; iand 
the consequence is, that instead of being always victori- 
ous, they are now constantly beaten. They have derived 
a higher character than they deserved firom their suc- 
cess ; but they formerly brought into the fidd a greater 
number of men than their enemies, and the countries 
they gained were usually betrayed. 
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With regard to truth we must take firm ground; 
The government of God could not stand if he allowed 
lying. If God were to disregard the truth, we should 
not know but that what he forbade would be what he 
would reward : no confidence could be placed in him. 
No bad government could stand except on lying ; and 
no good one could stand if it were to be allowed. It 
would not be half slo great a calamity to the universe 
to have the world annihilated, as to have God lie. It 
is indeed impossible that he should lie, as the Scriptures 
declare. It may be asked how this can be so, since w^e 
can lie who have fer less power than he. The answer 
is, that he cannot, because it is so incompatible with Ws 
character, the mind of God is infinitely set against it — 
with such an infinite momentum, that it cannot come 
into contact with it. This arises entirely fi'om his hatred 
to it. He hates lying ; an4 he will hate it in us. He 
is utterly against it Where then is there room for 
lying? 

But it is said by some that falsehood may in some cases 
produqp good, and therefore that it is not only excusable, 
but justifiable. God does all for good ; and because he 
sees that falsehood is evil in all its forms, he has forbid- 
den it utterly and in all circumstances. He sees and 
understands the nature of every thing better than we 
can, and the nature of lying he perfectly comprehends. 
So evident is its character in most cases, that we can 
perceive to what it leads. We can better see and more 
clearly understand the nature of lying, than of most 
other subjects which come under our view. Truth is*a 
mathematical quantity. It presents a distinct object to 
the mind. The sin lies in the intent, and every body 



IS A LIE EVER JUSTIFIABLE ? 63 

knows whether he lies intentionally or not. This is a 
point on which we cannot be mistaken : it is a matter of 
intuitive knowledge. Some sins and their opposite vir- 
tues are difficult to be distinguished from each other ; 
but falsehood is as far from truth as the east is from the 
west : they are infinitely distant from one anothet*. 
There can be no justifying of falsehood : it is at war 
with the good of society, and opposed to the government 
of. God. We can conjecture what would be the effect 
of falsehood, if spread in the other world. The inha- 
bitants of heaven could have no confidence in each 
other, and confidence is necessary to love and harmony, 
hi this world the effects of falsehood on a small scale 
are most injurious. " When truth is fallen in the streets, 
how can equity enter ?" If falsehood were allowed, 
how would virtues of any kind produce their effect ? 
Is hot truth the light in which justice must be seen ? If 
tmsrepresented, justice appears injustice ; and if any 
other virtue be depicted in colors the opposite of its own, 
it seems a vice. 

And falsehood is of such a nature, that it must be 
guarded against even in its smallest degrees. The sUght- 
est deviation from truth is Ijring ; and when the truth 
has been violated once, it is much more exposed to be 
violated again. The example of falsehood is extreme- 
ly pernicious : for fitlsehood will spread by the fact 
that it has spread. When a character for lying has 
been once established, truth itself loses its worth in the 
opinion of those who receive it through the discredited 
channel. Custom-house oaths have become proverbially 
fiilse, from the fact that they are habitually broken. 
The French government cannot obtain credit with the 
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people in any thing they publish, because they have so 
often given out the most direct and intentional false- 
hoods. It is a common expression to use to one 'who 
violates the truth, to say : " You he like a bulletin/ 
In many countries oaths of evidence are abused. This 
pernicious custom in France arose from the doctrine 
propagated in the -times of religious petsiecution, and 
received by the people, that there was no sin in swear- 
ing falsely against a Huguenot. After they had prac- 
tised this for a time, they found how convenient it was 
to lie against others. 

License lying in one case, and many cases "will be 
found in which it must be licensed. If the human 
race admits that it is right to lie, the whole human 
race will become a race of liars. What will you do 
under such circumstances ? How can society proceed ? 
You can trust no one ; you can place no confidence in 
what you hear of the past, the present, or the ftiture. 
You must become a perfect hermit. I think you will 
say that the world is undone. I think you will say 
that the few men whose lives might have been saved by 
telling falsehoods, might better have lost their lives, than 
have brought about such a state of things by sacrificing: 
truth. I consider truth the basis of the divine king- 
dom. Without it, the world could not enjoy the benefits 
of the govei'nment of God. 

In this college, and in some other places, a belief has 
arisen that persons ought not to make known the ill- 
conduct of their friends, when it will expose them to 
censure or to punishment. It is much to be regretted 
that such a doctrine should have obtained currency, as 
it is very erroneous, and may become very injurious. 
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A controversy about truth is a wicked one : whoever 
gives rise t6 it by opposing the truth is to blame. A man 
who wishes me to Ue, is a greater enemy to me than a 
murderer. " There shall not enter in through the gates 
into the city," any thing that defileth, nor " whosoever 
loveth and maketh a lie." He who lies then, is, by the 
command of God himself, banished from the New-Je- 
rasalem. If falsehood should reign in heaven it would 
make it a hell. Our whole race was destroyed by a Ue. 
The fallen angels are now miserable because they have 
no confidence in each other. Satan is called the "Fa- 
ther of Lies." 

When the question is viewed ari^t, of what impcwt- 
ance and value does truth appear ! 

A Ue is in no case whatever juotifiable, 



DISPUTE IX. 

November 80, 1813. 

Question. Ought the Poor to be supported by law ? 

Remark 1st. " Beside" is the preposition, and " be- 
sides" the adverb. 

Remark 2d. " Reform" should never be used for 
" refonoation." 

Remark 3d. The Dutch had the best contrivance, 
for tlie treatment of pauperism I have heard of. They 
took a man and set him to work, if he was able. If he 
would not work, they gave him several warnings. If 
these were ineffectual, they put him into a cistern and ^ 
let in a sluipe of water. It came in just so fast, that 
by briskly plying a piunp, with which the cistern 
was furnished, he could keep himself from drowning. 
This is the best contrivance for the cure of laziness 
ever foimd ; and if I were kipg I would establish it 
ever3ni^here. 

Remark 4th. Food^and the other necessaries of 
life have been very hjigh for twenty years. Eggs used 
to be sold for four ;Copp^^ a dozen, wood' for two shil- 
lings a cord. Mr. Hillhouse's fiither told him, many 
years ago, that he would live to see wood sold for five 
shillings a cord, and it seemed at that time incredible. 
I asked Mr. HillhousQ \yhat was. the price of it then, 
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and he told me it was from two shillings to two shil- 
lings and sixpence. 

Remark 5th. I have often been imposed upon by 
beggars ; but I have made it a rule never, to witlihold 
charity when I cannot discover a cheat. 

Remark 6th. Vagrancy cannot easily be suppress- 
ed. It has not been in any coimtry that I know of 
except Holland. 

DECISION. 

The subject under discussion is one of the most 
difficult parts of human police. It is usual to allege, 
for not supporting the poor bylaw, the case of England. 
But because one system is bad, it is not certain that 
every other, devised for the same ends, must be so. Let 
the laws be executed, whatever they be, or you cannot 
judge of their tendency. It is much better to have in- 
different laws well executed than gobd laws badly exe- 
cuted. In Scotland the poor do not have much sup- 
port ; or rather they have very little. The little they 
might have is diminished too, by stinting. How men 
of religion can sit by and see their larethren stinted, I 
cannot understand. 

The poor must be supported : there is* no question of 
this. We ought not to hesitate about giving to them in 
some way or other. We canilbt consider ourselves as in 
the way of our duty while we refiise to assist them, A 
minister oncfe preaching from the text : " He that giveth 
to the poor lendeth to the Lord," said, " My brethr^i, 
if you like your pa3ntnaster you will support those who 
need your aid." 

The poor in Scotland are tatight to read, write and 
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work. In Eoglaad, until lately, therq have been few 
sdiools. This has rezulepred the poor of that country 
idle and vicious. The waut of education still prevails 
all over thje contiofint of, Europe iu a great degree, and 
the same evil results are everywhere to be fouad. There 
is one great source of pauperism existing in both En- 
gland and Scotland*; In both those countries there are 
numerous nianufiictorie^s, and of course many journey- 
men. These are a different class from ^ny we l^ave in 
the United States, each being taught but one branch or 
proces3 in a business which embraces many, and of 
course unable to perfo2:m the whole, or to direct it. To 
whatever degree of perfection they may arrive in their 
own departments,, they know nothing of those which 
are connected with then*. They must necessarily ever 
continue to be journeymen, with no power, or hope o^ 
rising. They are alfliost always proffigate; they are 
ignorant ; their ei¥iployment& are often unhcjalthy ; and 
Dy luese cutterent causes operating together, they are 
rendered poor of course. 

Another fact is to be noticed, which incjqeases the 
number of paupers in England. An enormous multi- 
tude of poor from the pontinent flock, to London. In 
this country we/have only one beggar to three or four 
hundred udjiabit^ts : in England thjere is one to four- 
teen. By " beggar" here 1 mean one who is supported 
by others. In Hatfield, Massachusetts^ are none ; in 
Northampton four ; and in Cornwall^ Connecticut, there 
never was one; 

In England,: then, there is a vast deal to be done for 
the suj^rt of the pcior ; but it is evident that it is very 
badly done. The fruads appropriated to that object are 
ill managed : for the parish officer gets as much as the 
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poor ; and thus o6e half the taxes laid for their main- 
tenance are diverted -from their 6bject. The abuses ob- 
served under this system, hOTV^ver, do not prove that 
the principle of supporting the poor at4:he public expense 
is either good or bad. 

The plans which have been devised for the manage- 
m^t of the poor in different countries are numerous 
and various. Count Rumford proposed in Bavaria to 
have a large building constructed, to accommodate a 
great number of persons comfortably ; and when he had 
it finished according to his plan, the poor were invited 
by a proclamation to come and live in it. Of this invi- 
tation many accepted ; but finding they had nothing to 
do, they soon became weary of it,' and asked for em- 
ployment. Having then a prospect of setting thfem at 
such work as might be usefiilj the experiment At^ts thus 
fer flattering: but meetmg with opposition in the fur- 
ther prosecution of his plan», eiiko)* fmm men in pottrer, 
or from some other source, of which I am ignorant, he 
went to England, and the thing fell through. 

A provision by law for the support of the poor, has 
not been carried through in any country except Holland. 
In this town there are about eighty paupers. They 
are treated well, but the system is very expensive. 
There are some difficulties in supporting the poor by 
law, under which we labor, and which it is difficult to 
overcome. 

In the first place, the system must be cheap. In en- 
deavoring to conform to this principle, in some places 
the poor are put up at auction, through a desire to se- 
cure their support at the cheapest possible rate, and 
the lowest bidder has them placed under his care. 
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In the second place, they ar^ still to be kept comfort* 
aUe. 

In tfaethiid place, as much as possible must be done 
to make them labor. To train up children in idleness 
is worse for them than to cut off their heads. 

I advise you to bestow as much thought on this sub- 
ject as its importance demands. Take* all the systems 
which have been proposed, analyze them and ascertain 
what is fiuilty and what is valuable in each. The sup- 
pc»t of the poor must, I think, be regulated by law, 
otherwise they wiU hardly be suH>orted at all, and what 
they receive will often come from those who are least 
able to bestow in chanty. If you are generous yourself, 
you nmst see persons sit by and not give a groat who are 
more able to ^ve than yourself. The minds of many 
are very much like a cow's horn : large at one end, but 
with no opening at the other. They are willing to 
receive every thing, and keep it. 

A man in Rhode-Island came home one cold and 
stormy evening, and, as he stood shivering before the fire 
exclaimed : '^ O what a cold night ! how the poor must 
suffer ! John do you go down cellar, get a bushel of 
coal, and carry it to such a poor widow — ^but bring the 
basket to me first." T^e servant went as he was or- 
dered ; but before he returned, his master called again : 
— " John^" said he, " on the whole you lieed not go with 
the coals, the weatiier has grown so much more mild." 
This was when he had got warm. 

Bemember what Christ will say to those on his left 
hand : '* I was an hungred and ye gave me no meat ; 
I was thirsty and ye gave me no drink ; I was a stran- 
ger and ye took me not in ; naked, and ye clothed me 
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not ; sick and in prison, and ye visited me not-" If the 
poor are not sufficiently provided for in one way, they 
must be in another : and if the provision is insuflferient, 
private exertions must be made to supply the deficiency. 
The Female Charitable Society in this town has done 
much good : more than men could have done. They 
have opportunities for doing good which men do not 
possess. They can go into &mihes, ascertain the wants 
of the poor, and form well founded opinions of the 
claims of different individuals. They can ascertain 
characters, and discover who ajre worthy and who are 
not deserving of charity. With few means this society 
have done more good than men could have done with 
much greater. Frona the view I have taken of the poor, 
and the means fdr improving their condition, it is evi- 
dent that the difficulties attending the subject are nunoe- 
rous and gr^t. The man who shall form a good plan 
for their support, will be worthy of very high honor. 



DISPUTE X. 

Question. Would an extension of the Union be politic f 

DECISION. 

If we are to extend our territory, we are to do it to 
increase either ourhappitiess or our power. And as to 
the raeaus^ we 9m not- going to force people to become 
republicans : they must act according to their own plea- 
sure in deieiding.whaty government they will choose, and 
are not t» be driven to any thing by us. We are to take 
care of ourselves : a duty we do not all recollect. I think 
the motto which was on our old " coppers" a very good 
(me for us : — ^" Mind your business." 

Would it increai^ our happiness or power to extend 
our territory ? The Roman state wasa very military one. 
They had imich territory which was populous : yet it 
was not overthrown: by revolts, but by foreign enemies. 
There w^ts.no interest felton the part of the inhabitants 
to defend each, other, because they were so &x apai$. 
Against tins ervil we should be on our guard. Peo^in a 
great measure ignorant of each other, with no strong &dl^ 
ingof common interest, and separatBd by a wide distance, 
naturally have but Uttle .Sympathy for each other ; and 
the mere &Gt thatthey are under one government may 
not prove a sufGicient bond of union. An attachm^it 
to the -oouixtry is neeessary among the inhabitants^ and 
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that alone can produce great effects. THe Hindoos, 
though effeminate, may become good soldiers. If they 
but possess the armr patri€B, they will fight well for 
their own land. Bonaparte has now under his control 
too much territory to derive advantage firom this princi- 
ple. He is weakening his power by taking distant coun- 
tries. The people do not feel the '^ amor patriae." But 
it is said, by some, that a repubUc will unite men, that 
it will draw them more closely together than other forms 
of government. But how is it in the United States 7 
Are our countrymen strongly attached to those who 
dwell in distant states? are they much attadied to the 
government of the United States ? And if a disfegard 
of the general government has already become exlenr 
sive, what would it be after a greater ext^ision of the 
Union ? Mr. Jefferson said unwittingly, that it isbetfjer 
to have Mends than enemieson our borders, without re- 
flecting that thou^ our borders should be more distant 
we should still have some other people beyond them. 
A farmer once said, he wished there was ho outside 
row to his corn-field ! 

Small states, which are strong enough foac self^e- 
fence, aie happiest Officers who are at^ia distanee^ so as 
not to be easily made accountable, are under tenq)tations 
to abuse their power, and hove* often abused it. It is not 
€0 indeed in France at the present time : Bonaparte hits 
his will done without regard to that of his sabjaets. 
Their interests or wi^bes are nothing to him: and it is 
by such measures as his that large empires are very apt 
to be unlmppy ones. History is very <instaruftive da 
these points. 
From what I have said^ it; seams that l^xgetxiuntriefi 
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are apt to be both weak and miserable, instead of being 
strong and happy. You must weaken power if you 
would possess privileges. The tendency of some plans, 
is to extend power ; and I fear Ave may not stand long. 
I shall not see our fell, but you may. 



DISPUTE XI. 

December 7th, 1813- 

Question. Has Christianity been a temporal benefit f 

Remark, It is improper to render ietifut^ devil : it 
signifies evil spirit, or dcemm. Of beings of this 
species we know nothing more than what the Scriptures 
teach us. We know that in ancient times persons 
were sometimes " possessed" by them. 

DECISION. 

The proof of this question is abundant, though 
n»n of authority have strenuously argued against it. 
We are to inquire, first, whether Christianity has bene- 
fited those who were Christians : and secondly, wheth- 
er it has benefited the world at large. 

First. Has it been a temporal benefit to those who 
were Christians ? The mind of him who is a Chris- 
tian looks into itself with pleasure : the unchristian 
man hates this employment How great a difference 
must there necessarily be in the happiness of persons 
of these two characters ! It is not to be expected that 
he who is not a Christian, and does not intend to be- 
come one, should voluntarily look into himself ; but there 
are cases and circumstances which compel him to do it, 
at least occasionally, and in some degree. He who does 
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not practise it, and take pleasure in it, must be in a 
gloomy predicament. Without a disposition to observe 
one's own objects and motives, Heaven could not be 
happy. An aversion to this practice proves a con- 
sciousness that there is nothing in men that will bear 
our scrutiny, and nothing that we can approve. Look- 
ing into himself, to the unchristian man, is like looking 
into a dark room, filled with spectres and goblins. 
The gobUns and spectres are crimes and wicked 
thoughts. How differently does it seem to the Chris- 
tian ! To him great promises are made, and by him 
they are realized. This makes the man happy^ He 
looks forward to bright and glorious prospects :— but, 
remember, yoimg gentlemen, "the sinner is without 
hope, and without God in the world." The follower 
of Christ is cheered by the promise : " When thou pas- 
sest through the waters 1 am with thee, and through the 
floods they shall not overflow the^ ; when thou walkest 
through the fire thou shalt not be burnt, neither shall 
the flame kindle on thee." The fear of perdition comes 
upon every uncliristian man : and this must embitter 
his life. Whence can he derive consolation, or a palli- 
ation of this fear ? Let him look on his condition as he 
will, there is not ^ single hope that if he does not love 
God, God will bless him. 

I knew a man who was always full of glee, and on 
the whole to all appearance, the most merry man I ever 
saw. I went to see him once and found him gloomy. I 
aiquired the cause, and he said : " I have been alone, 
imd have been obliged to look into myself; ajad cannot 
bear the sight" 

The Christian loves his &mily, derives great enjoy- 
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ment from their society, and brings them up in sobriety. 
They are happy, and he is happy with them. Not only 
is his condition better at home, and his usefiibiess greater 
there, but he is happy in the neighborhood, and a bles&i 
ing to it. The principle of peace and love which the 
Christian religion everywhere carries with it, is most 
directly calccdated for the benefit of society, and those 
who practice it most faithfiiUy do the most good, while 
they enjoy great tranquillity and pleasure. For an , 
example immediately around us, I can mention an 
individual actuated by Christian principles in a single 
instance, to show their tendency to produce and 
maintain the peace and hairiness of society. Dea- 
con **♦»♦** of this town, was once abused by a man who 
had fidlen into a passion with him. He b<»re all his vio- 
lent expressioob very calmly ; and at length the angry 
man said, " I will do you all the harm I can." " And I," 
replied Deacon ♦^**** « will do you all the good I can." 
Christianity is obedience to the law of God. No one 
can believe that God would annex miisery to what he 
has commanded and approved^ The happiness of 
Heaven consists in righteousness, or obedience to God's 
law ; and the blessedness of the Millennium will con- 
sist in the same. 

In the sec&nd place, what has been the influence of 
Cliristianity upon the world ? 

We are told by some that it has occasioned wars ; 
that it was the cause of numerous and bitter persecu- 
tions in the time of the Roman Emperors, and during 
the Reformation ; and that it produced the crusades, and 
all the evils of which they were the occasion. Beside 

these, other evils have been charged upon Christianity : 

8 



80 DISPUTE ELEVENTH. 

but in reply I have it to say, that these dreadftil things 
have been produced by one and a very different cause r 
— a thing common to us all — the evil disposition of man. 
And so fiir has Christianity been from producing wars, 
that it has strongly counteracted them. History will 
diow, that wars have been much more frequent in 
unchristian than in Christian countries, and of a more 
ferocious and bloody character. The very principles c€ 
Christianity are directly opposed to those of war ; which 
arise from a source against which Christianity stands in 
direct opposition. " Whence come wars and fightings 
among you ? Come they not hence, even of your lusts ?" 

It is said that Christianity has been the cause of per- 
secutions. But all nations have practised persecutions, 
where Christianity has not been known. Persecution 
then is found in men universally, and has nothing to 
do with the Christian religion. To this, also, it is dia- 
metrically, opposed. Christ has taught us that we must 
forgive and pray for our enemies. I grant that Chris- 
tians may persecute : but if they do, they have forgotten 
their Christianity. They often forget it in other cases, 
and may in this also. 

But Christianity has clearly and essentially improv- 
ed the condition of men in a great number of ways. It is 
but a short time since men almost universally thought, 
that the slave trade was justifiable. Many of those who 
entertained such a belief in this country, were among 
the best men I ever knew : but this belief was not a 
part of their goodness. The slave trade was carried 
on in Africa, among Pagans and Mohammedans, where 
there is no Christianity. It is folly to attribute to a 
cause effects which exist where the cause does not exist 
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It may also be said of persecution, that it has been 
practised in different countries, and at different periods ; 
and that, instead of being produced by Christianity, it has 
been most strongly opposed by it. The whole account 
of the origin of persecution is given in the story of 
Shadrachj Meshack and Abednego. 

This is a short history of persecution — here it 
began. As to attributing to Christianity the persecu- 
tions practised by the church of Rome, it is as absurd 
as to attribute it to the Appian Way or the Tarpeian 
Bock. We are apt to be misled by names. What is 
called the Christian world, is much better called the 
christened world, 

Christianity has put a stop to human sacrifices, miti- 
gated the rigor of justice and animal tortures, put an 
end to gladiatorial shows, and to contests between men 
and wild beasts, (except in Spain,) beside other evils of 
an important and general nature, all of which it would 
be difficult to name. Among its positive benefits, it has 
rwsed women to their proper rank in society, provided 
for the education of children, taken hold on the 
poor, and done much towards making them happy. 
It must also have giveii kings and nobles different 
feelings towards their inferiors. Such is the natural 
effect of the doctrines of Christianity. When a prince 
enters the house of God, he must feel humbled to think 
that among the poor around him, are better men than 
J^iiDselt Christianity has, to a great extent, changed 
flie fece of the world. It has foimded hospitals, esta- 
blished laws, suppUed innocent entertainments in the 
place of such as are mischievous, rendered traveUing safe, 
eieated a regard for personal worth, advanced science 
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and taste, formed the laws of nations, by which war has 
lost half its horrors, by which the persons of foreigners 
are protected in distant countries, and prisoners are treat- 
ed with humanity and kindness. Captives are no lon- 
ger thrown from the Tarpeian Rock. The dreadful 
kind of slavery which awaited those who were made 
prisoners in battle has ceased. Beside these benefits, 
provision is made for the discovery of unknown regions, 
and to bring to Ught people unknown. Blessings are 
transported from one country to another. 

Christianity promotes civilization. It is the means 
of improving and extending it, as I have intended to 
show in my preceding remarks. Its direct tendency 
is to promote it, of wliich I will give a practical proof 
in a plain matter of fact. Mr. David Brainard took up 
his abode among about one hundred uninstructed In- 
dians, who formed a tribe, or part of a tribe, in a region 
at that time a wilderness. His exertions were blessed 
in a remarkable degree, so that he admitted to the privi- 
leges of members of the church seventy-five of that 
number. What was the effect? Their character was 
changed. The next year they purchased land, built a 
church, and founded a school. Before he visited ihem 
they were the lowest of savages, and sunk in poverty, 
ignorance, and wretchedness. 

Christianity has so powerful an efiect upon savages, 
that if the Indians of this country are ever to be civilized, 
they must first be Chrisianized. 



DISPUTE XII. 

Question. Ought the Clergy to be supported by law f 

Remark 1st. It is often said that if the clergy are 
not supported by law, only such men as devote them- 
selves to the labors of a minister fiom a sense of duty 
will engage in them. There are those. in society who 
embrace the doctrine that the only standard to which it 
is proper to bring the qualifications of a minister of the 
gospel is, that of his becoming such from a beUef that 
it is his duty. But if this be admitted, it will plainly 
be out of your power to exclude any from the desk who 
profess to feel such a conviction. They alone can know 
whether they have it, except so &x as they betray a dif- 
ferent spirit to others. They are expected to decide 
the matter themselves, and to them it is desired by some 
to leave it. Of course they would implicitly take the 
word of anyone who might declare that he considered 
himself called on by duty to preach. Such a person 
might be asked why he thought it his duty ; and might 
reply that he was convinced he might in that manner 
do good : but perhaps in the opinion of every judicious 
man who knew him, he might appear to have greatly 
mistaken his prospects. Many such men are evidently 
not fit to preach, and their conduct proves it. Any one 
who is indolent or improvident, or negligent of the sap- 
port of his family is declared to be unfit : " He that pro- 

videth not for his own, specially for those of his own 

8* 
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house, hath denied the fidth, and is worse than an infi- 
del !» 

But' this declaration includes also those who engage 
in preaching the gospel without any prospect of sup- 
porting their families : and no one would willingly have 
this passage of Scripture apply to himself He could not 
then, in conscience, become a clergyman, if he were 
married or expected to be, unless there were some means 
offered him for the support of his family. 

But it maybe said that the clergy may live unmar- 
ried ; this has been abundantly tried. The clergy of the 
Romish church have lived unmarried ; but to what 
dreadful immorality has this practice led ! Cases have 
been known, and those in great numbers, in which 
enormous vices have sprung from this source, debasing 
and injurious to society in an incalculable degree* 

Where then will you get your ministers, if you do 
not support them by law? I will tell you where. 
You will get them from among the pettifoggers of reli- 
gion : the separatical preachers : those who pretend to 
differ from every body, and know little or nothing of 
what they talk about. Such men bring disgrace upon 
religion, and do Uttle good to those who place confi- 
dence in them. They keep their hearers off at arm's 
length, and will not let them know what their religion 
is. Ministers must be men who deserve respect for 
their Uves and for their intelligence : otherwise they do 
much evil in society. In a neighboring State, to refer 
to one example, a particular sect are &st becoming infi- 
dels : and why? Because their ministers <are so igno- 
rant, and are worthy of so little esteem, that they bring 
dishonor upon religion. 
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Remark 2d. It is said that it is not difficult to ob- 
tain subscriptions in large towns, and that the people 
if left to themselves, will furnish clergymen sufficient 
means of support. But it is to be recollected that there 
are few large towns, and ministers who live in small 
towns- must be supported also. Where the people are 
scattered, some will find it inconvenient to attend pub- 
lic worship as regularly as others, and will feel, if 
left to their own choice, as if they might be excused 
from contributing as much as others for the payment 
of the minister. Difficulties would thus arise in sup- 
porting the minister, which could not be easily removed, 
unless some other system were adopted. 

Remark 3d. Ministers should be good men: for 
the people will never be better than the standard held 
up to them, either in their conduct or in their doc- 
trines. 

Remark 4th. There is a vast difference between 
members of English churches in England. One class 
of them beUeve all the doctrines of Calvinists except 
two : the doctrines of decrees and the perseverance of 
saints ; the other believe religion to consist in being ^ 
baptised and receiving the sacrament, and leading 
what is called a moral life : avoiding gross sins, like 
pro&neness, intemperance, &c. One great evil in the 
Church of England is, that the livings are presented 
by the king, the bishops, the land holders and others, 
not the people themselves. The land holders are often 
fox hunters ; and they make such ministers their cler- 
gymen as will hunt with them. Another evil is, that 
<Mdren are picked out by their parents, and destined 
to the ministry firom their childhood. This of course 
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is done without any knowledge of what characters 
they may possess in matnre life, and the practice brings 
many unfit men into the desk. A gentleman who has 
several sons, in England, determines what professicms 
they are to follow, while they are yet boys. One he 
destines to the army, another to the navy, a third to 
the bar and a fourtli to the church. No ordinary 
change of character from better to worse will divert 
the parent from his purpose ; and unless something 
extraordinary occurs, they pursue the professions to 
which he has devoted them, and regard one as much 
a mere source of support as another. When a young 
man has obtained a Uving, as it is called, he often pro- 
cures* a curate to perform the duties to which he is 
professedly devoted, and spends his time where he 
pleases, at a distance. The number of non-resident 
clergymen in England increased in two years two 
hundred. I would not reduce the incomes of the Bish- 
ops too much, for they should be " given to hospita- 
lity," which they cannot be, unless they have some- 
thing to be hospitable with. They should be rich 
enough to be able to reprove the rich, and not so rich 
as to be inaccessible to the poor. 

Remark 5th. Those who profess law and physic 
have their fees secured to them : why should not cler- 
gymen? 

Remark 6th. How can the clergy get books, if they 
are not sufficiently paid ? It is much complained of by 
some persons in this country, that clergymen get so few 
books. It is hard to muzzle the mouth of the ox, and 
then complain that he will not tread out the com. 

Remark 7th. I took up the practice of expounding 
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the Scriptures whe» I was minister of a parish. I never 
was thanked so much for any other sermons as for 
those. For this reason I think it is necessary to explain 
the plainer truths of the Scripture, as well as the more 
intricate. 

Remark 8ih. In Rhode-Island, where the clergy are 
not supported by law, there are very few towns sup- 
plied with ministers. 

DECISION, MARCH 9tb. 

" Ecclesiastical establishment" is a term that does 
not apply to religion as it is supported in Connecticut. 
More properly speaking, we should call the system for its 
support the Legal Establishment of the Worship of God. 
All classes of Christians, are here invested with the same 
privileges : can hold property, form contracts, act as 
parties at law, &c. So far as is consistent, they 
are left to their own choice of the mode and manner of 
worship ; but they are required to contribute to the sup- 
port of some public worship or other. The first inha- 
bitants of the state having been all congregationalists, the 
law requires others to pay for the support of ministers 
of that denomination unless they signify a wish to have 
their tax applied to the support of some other.* There 
are two parties who consider the system of Connecticut 
wrong : those who think it unlawful, and those who 
think it inexpedient. 

First, with regard to its reasonableness or justice. 
The legislature of every state in the Union is the su- 
perintendant of its prudential concerns. Morality is 

*T]ie present eonititiitioii of that State has ohaaged thit 
featve in the liiwi< 
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indispensable to the prosperity bf every community j 
and as morality is merely a branch of religion, it is 
plain that the support of religion is a duty on this 
groimd. From the intimate and inseparable connec- 
tion between morality and religion, arises a most mani- 
fest necessity of religion to a nation. No free govern- 
ment has ever existed without religion. But one at- 
tempt was ever made to establish such a government 
without it : that was made in France. Instead of that 
government becoming the equitable, mild and free one 
it was by its advocates expected to be, it was worse 
than an irruption of Goths and Vandals. 

One great and important duty of a government is, 
to punish crimes : but it is wiser, and more humane 
to prevent crimes than to punish them. Of how much 
value then is moraUty, and the institutions by which it 
is encouraged and extended: forin~it is the great 
preventive of crimes of all sorts ; and the foundation of 
morality, we must ever remember — ^is religion. On the 
ground of public happiness and public security then, 
even those who do not wish to avail themselves person- 
ally of the direct l^nefits of religion, might as well plead 
an exemption from contributing for the support of roads^ 
bridges, and other constructions of indispensable necessi- 
ty, because they do not use them, as to excuse themselves 
from the support of the public preaching of the Gospel. 

Some objectors say, that the influence of religion 
should be brought into operation independently of 
every thing else, and that the declaration of the Sa- 
viour : " M y kingdom is not of this world," is opposed 
to the principle of affording to religion any support by 
tlie laws of the State. But that declaration had no 
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reference to any question of this kind. He said also 
that the gates of hell shall never prevail against his 
church. Was this a promise of a miraculous support 
of his ministers ? We are not to expect that God will 
produce by miracles what men ought to do and can 
do : ot course we are to presume that this object is to 
be accompUshed by human exertions, and by means 
calculated to the end. 



DISPUTE XIII. 

DM«mb«r Uth, IDU. 

Question. Ought Anonymous PubUeatunu to he suppressed f 

DECISION. 

The evils to be remedied are fmst to be considered. 
If we find there axe no real evils arising from the pub- 
lication of anonymous publications, there will of course 
be no necessity for a remedy. 

As to the remedies which we have now in our 
reach, against evils which may be expected to arise, — 
the printer is responsible for what he publishes. But 
perhaps the writer will risk the money necessary to 
indemnify the printer for what he may suflfer in case of 
prosecutioni, and persuade him to keep his name secret. 
The writer, as some think, ought always to be known, 
that be might suffer the punishment of popular odium, 
if the works deserved reprehension. But the evil of 
injurious pubUcations is in part guarded against by the 
injury which recoils upon the publisher. Knowing 
himself to be exposed to forfeit his right to print, as he 
should be by law, he would probably be careful not to 
print what would give offence. But it is better to re- 
quire the writer to make himself known. What haftn 
would he suffer firom it ? If he wrote s^ainst a corrupt 

government, he could not lose much, though he might 

9 
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expose himself to their persecution — ^nay, he would 
gain : for, if the government should punish him, the peo- 
ple would love him. If the security were to be sought 
by laying restrictions upon the printer, the fines laid for 
offensive pubUcations should be large. I think the truth 
ought not always to be spoken about a government : for 
there are cases in which injury might arise firomit, and 
no good. Truth, when necessary, ought to be published 
In desperate cases it should be made public at all events: 
but we are not disputing about desperate cases. 

No law entirely prevents the crimes which it intends 
to prevent. A man who wishes to slander another, 
would not commonly do it if he were obliged to accom- 
pany the slander with his o\vn name. I saw a foul 
slander against General Washington soon after the war ; 
but I do not beUeve the author of it would have had 
his name known for all the money in the country. 

Some years ago a maniiame over firom Bristol, in En- 
gland, and settled in New- York, where he began to write 
anonymously for the newspapers. He called himself a 
" Revolutionary Patriot," and was not suspected. One 
night a thief broke into his house, and threw his desk 
out of the window into the yard, where it lay until dis- 
covered the next spring by the servant of a neighbor's 
femily. Its contents showed that the blustering "Re- 
volutionary Patriot," who had had so much to say in the 
papers, was a Bristol shoemaker, who had left home 
after the close of the war. We may be sure that had 
the law required authors -to subscribe their nemoes to 
trilir writings, he would not have written as he did. 

If writers were compelled to make themselves known, 
ii man without character would have no influence by die 
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bad things he wrote , and a man of good character would 
not incur the risk of losing it. But it would be difficult 
to exert as powerful a control upon bad writings through 
the printer. He would not feel as if his character were 
injured by a penalty aimed at the writings of another. 
The writer must be come at. 

There is an unwilUngness with many persons to 
appear before the public as acknowledged authors. But 
custom changes many things, and would change this. 
A young man would not feel ashamed to publish his 
productions, if custom and law sanctioned the publish- 
ment of works with the authors' names. There is a 
great taste in this country for bad publications : I hope 
it may be changed. I believe that such a law as we 
have been considering, would make pubUcations better, 
though fewer.' 

Such a law, I believe, would be a public blessing. 



DISPUTE XIV. 

_ I • ' 

'■ Question. W<mldadiin8ion€f^eVm<mhebeneJicidl? 

Memark^Xst. As to the right of search, I do not 
think the evil lies vnXh us altogether. Our government 
however has not taken a single step to alter it during 
the last session of Congress. The evil is partly this : 
we are so much like the EngUsh that they cannot dis- 
criminate, in many cases, between their countrymen^ 
and ours. An honest man who has been bom in the 
United States, will saf so ; and a dishonest man who 
was not bom here, will say the same. Now, for the 
remedy of this, protections are given by public autho- 
rity. But of what value can protections be when it is 
a matter of notoriety that they are bought at a fixed 
price ? I have it firom a merchant of this town, that 
one of these certificates was given not long since in 
New- York to a foreigner of a very marked appearance 
and dialect, which it was impossible to mistake. The 
officer, perceiving that it would be in vain to attempt to 
pass for an American, gave him a Portuguese protection. 
This the merchant stated on his own authority : having 
been present when the protection was appUed for and 
granted. It is natural, while the principle on which this 
species of evidence professes to be founded is thus dis- 
regarded, that no faith should be placed in protections, 

and that other evidence should be sought for. There 

9* 
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ha3 been a great deal of falsehood practised in this 
country in relation to pen$ons claimed as citizens. As 
an example, a subje<^t of Great Britain, after a residence 
in the United States, returned home, was recognized, 
and executed as a deserter, confessing the truth of &e 
charge. A great noise w^s made in. this country, be- 
cause it was declared that he was an American, and 
born in Danbury in this State. Inquiry was made to 
ascertain the truth, and one of the select men of that 
town affirmed, afl»r a particular examination, that the 
man had never been there in his life. , 

Remark 2d. I take it we shall have an embargo 
next : for commonly before an embargo, we have a par- 
cel of speculators Ifrom the south travelling to Boston, 
Salem, and other eastern ports ; and I believe this is( the 
case now. t^ 

Remark 3d. Massachusetts for some time paid more 
to the gbvernment, than all the other states put together, 
and still made no noise about it. 

Remark 4th. You enquire, " How shall we defend 
ourselves if attacked by a foreign power ?" We have 
got the gun boats f 

Remark 5th. Very erroneous ideas are entertained 
about the produce of land. When I was in Standish, 
in the district of Maine,* in 'ninety-seven, the people told 
me that it was but twelve years since they first learned 
that they could cultivate land. When I was there they 
had a farming town. The district hag much neglected 
land already inhabited, which might be rendered produc- 
tive, by manuring it with sea-weed arid fish, of which 

* The chan^B which have taken phiee in Maine aince theae te- 
mukM were made have been yerjr gteat. 
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they have an abundance. At the beginning of the re- 
volutionaly war, the English promised the faihabitants 
that they would not injure them, gbf they would refrain 
from hostilities : but they jfitted out privateers at Port- 
land, to cruize against their vessels, he^ecting their soil ; 
and the crops being, that year worse than ever in this 
country, they felt the effect? of it more than they would 
ordinarily have done, and suffered miich distress. Ha- 
ving been accustomed to a different manner of life from 
that of agriculture, it was difficult for the inhabitants 
of that part of the country to turn their attention to it. 
They might feed themselves with the products of their 
own land, if they did not depend on lumber and fish for 
their support, and neglect their soil. 

In this state we should starve, if we were not an agri- 
cultural people. We now suffer much from the quantity 
of grain consumed by the distilleries -, but I do not know 
how we could stop them from working. The crops pro- 
duced in Massachusetts the last season, are sufficient to 
support the inhabitants of that state thirty months. All 
the northern states have it , in tlieir power to victual 
themselves, and much more. 

Remark 6th. Th^re is very Uttle equity in the po- 
litical discussions of this country. 

Remark 7th. I think it is time for the old " Tree, of 
Liberty" to die : we have heard enough about it. The 
French used to make &. display of the " Bonnet Rouge," 
carrying it abbut on public occasions. I think that if 
the old lady. Liberty, had paid the French a visit when 
they talked so much about her, the first thing she would 
have done would have been, to go to the milliner's and 
get herself a new bonnet. 
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Remark 8th. The Legislature of Massachusetts, by 
an enquiry which they directed to be made, found that 
there were but a^bout, twenty seamen £:onx that state, on 
board the British fleet. How fer is this from tbeing re- 
concilable- with the exaggerated reports which are reite- 
rated on this subject by the newspapers ! Assertions are 
often made on the subject witl^out foundation. A man, 
whose character I very well knew, declared tJiat there 
were. twenty natives of Northampton in English. ships 
of war. The truth is, that the person who enrolled the 
names of those who were reported to be detained as 
seamen by the British, received ^ certam Uberal sum for 
every name he obtained. 

It is strange that the states of the south should ex- 
press so much interest just now for the welfere of our 
seamen, and care more about them than jve do at the 
north, whence all our seamen go. The subject of im- 
p3:essed^ seamen, as a ground of quarrel with Great 
Britain, was kept ^up when all other pretensions foiled. 
The truth is, this was not the cause of the war : it is 
ojoly a false label pqt upbn it 

Remark 9m, The capital stock of a community is 
but very small. It Ues in feet in the labor of the people. 
I should think that, in five or six years, the busin&s of 
New-England would equal its stock. This is not the 
light in which people commonly view the subject : if 
it were, they would see the necessity of encouraging 
labor. Two hundred and fifty people in one town in 
New-England, who have been thrown out of employ- 
ment by the war, are supported by the town. . If they 
were fiumished with business, they might contribute to 
the pubUc benefit by their labor : but they feel, no in- 
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terest in seeking it, because that would preyent them 
from being supported by the town. 

Remark 10th. Fanners will not work any where 

but on a fartn : put one into a school and he will die. 

Remark 11th. The cause assigned for taxing the 

daves in this country, never existed, and never will 

exist. 

Remark 12th. It cannot be said that we are op- 
pressed by the Southern States : Congress do what is 
done. 

JZemarA: 13th. The people t)f the Southern States 

suppose their interests to be different from ours. II 

has been thought, (Mr. Jefferson made the remark,) 

that it is necessary for us to relinquish commerce. 

Mr. Madison also made such a declaration, in a speech 

which it was beUeved Mr. Jefferson had cooked and 

seasoned according to his own taste. But there is 

nothing incompatible in the commerce of the East and 

the agriculture of the South; The truth is, we have 

the same interests as the southern States, but they do 

QOtfhink so. It is for their benefit that we should 

take their commodities from their hands, and have 

them manufactured. A New-Englander loves water 

Bs well as a duck ; but the habits and feelings of the 

southern man are different. He chooses to remain on 

shore. But the produce of the south is of little value 

if confined there : it must be taken to a distant maxkel 

or manufactory, and the New-Englander is ready to 

^i^sport it, and to bring something more valuable in 

return. 
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DECISION. 

In mjr view, there is no difference between the 
interests of the northern, middle, and southern States. 
They think their interests are different : but the variety 
of climate and the excellence of soil southward, aSbrd 
many and abundant products ; and the inhabitants of 
the east, who possess not these advantages, have ships 
and skill in navigation, and are prepared to carry them 
to other countries as well as to different parts of oux 
dwn land. It would be beneficial to both parties to 
proceed on this system without embarrassment. One 
is interested in having its products transported to ma- 
nu&ctories and markets, and the other in being the 
carrier ; and both divisions should feel that their inte- 
rests are united. 

But as it is at the present time, the southern States 
dash with the northern and western ; and the question 
is, whether a division should be made in the country, 
that each portion may pursue its own course. If a di- 
vision were once effected, difficulties of a more serious 
nature might arise than any we have yet seen between 
diffioent parts. The northern States would have it 
in their power to stop the mouth of the Mississippi ; 
but if the southern or western States should make 
war upon us, they would not be able to carry it on 
alone, but must obtain assistance from foreign powers. 
if they should derive any benefit firom this, foreigners 
would acquire an influence among them : and foreign 
manners and foreign feelings would Be mingled with 
their own. 

The apprehension of a divided interest has arisen 
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in Congress. It is unhappy that a part of our country- 
men have imbibed the sentiments of the French, and 
joined with them: for they who are divided in one thing, 
are apt to be divided in every thing. I have seen this 
&ct very strongly proved in a certain class in this col- 
lege. There were five or six parties in it ; and the 
members came togetlier only to<lispute. 

Our govenunent have taken a course that is calcu- 
hited to excite a spirit of division. 

In the first place, the national government have 
taken all possible measures to annihilate commerce. 
These measures have been severely felt by one part of 
the country. The New-England people are fitted by 
Providence for commerce, with an extensive sea <2oast, 
numerous harbors, timber for ship-building, and habits 
of labor and perseverance. They have long been en* 
gs^ed in it, and are to a great extent dependent upon it. 
They may bear the deprivation of it for a time, but they 
will not be willing to submit to it always. There are 
BO people in the world more disposed to submit to go- 
vernment, and more unwilling to disobey it : but oppres- 
sion makes a wise man mad. The commerce of the 
north is to be destroyed because Mr. Jefferson has de- 
clared, that it is better for the United States to have none ! 
It was a strange thing for one man to say, when there 
were a great many men far wiser than he to whom he 
thus pretended to dictate. What good reason has Mr. 
Jefferson for his opposition to commerce ? Is it not pro- 
fitable ? It is too profitable : there is the secret. But 
whence did he or Congress derive the authority to say 
whether we should have commerce or not? We Uve 
by commerce, as much as the people of the south and 
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west live by agriculture. Has Mr. Jefferson or Congress 
the power to prohibit the cultivation of their land 7 
YHiat would they say if such power should be claiioed 
and exercised? 

In the second place, you will observe the manner in 
which the representatives from the west and the south 
talk of this part of the Union will not soon be forgott^i. 
They talk of " shortening us by the head," of making us 
" more submissive." Thunder and Lightning Williams, 
as he is called, and others who possess a spirit similar 
to his own, have used insulting expressions like these 
in Congress, when speaking of the eastern States ; but 
you do not find such expressions used by us in regard 
to the inhabitants of other parts of the Union. It has 
been supposed by some, that young men coming to this 
college from the south, would be exposed to such epi- 
thets among us, presuming that they would be looked 
upon with evil eyes. Tliis is a great mistake : we have 
no poUtical parties here. Let a student exert himself, 
to make proficiency, and perform his various duties 
well, and that is enough. We ask, what kind of a 
scholar is he? Not, to what party does he belong? 
Our true interest, which we should all understand, is 
to diffiise usefiil knowledge, and to promote sound and 
harmonious sentiments. It is only by pursuing a course 
in opposition to this, and at variance witli good sense, 
that we shall incur any danger of division. 

By fostering jealousies, creating local feelings in op- 
position to each other, and indulging in violent denun- 
ciations, the union of the states may perhaps be dissolved : 
but it will not be suddenly effected. It will be the re- 
sult of deliberation. Our New-Englanders are deUbe- 
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rate in determining, but when they once begin to act, 
they are resolute. If they ever divide the union, it virill 
be because they are forced to do it ; and they will not 
leave their work unfinished. 

But the evils of disunion Would be so great, that 
nothing like an advantage which appears to be promised 
by it, is worfliy of a moment's regard. Such arguments, 
as are comrponly advanced by those who advocate it 
ought not to be thought of for a moment. They are of 
little importance when the whole subject i^ viewed in 
its proper light. Dissolution would involve so many 
calamities, that it would be childish to weigh it against 
a few questions of local interest, which are as nothing 
when put in contrast with it. In the midst of great 
national stiiferings, who would think of a local ques- 
tion confined to pecuniary interests ? As a plain man 
onc6 said : " There is no splitting hairs in a whirlwind." 
And those who are now promoting feelings of dis- 
union have the most to fear from separation. The same 
prosperity, security and solidity are not to be looked for 
at the south as at the north. The circumstances and 
habits of the people are different, and those who know 
them should realize the fact. A division of the Union 
was agitated soon after the constitution was formed, and 
the question was frequently and fully discussed. A 
gentleman in Philadelphia, in conversing on the subject 
with a friend, told him that Pennsylvania, in case of a 
division, would be on the side with New-England : if 
not, he desired that his sons might change their abode 
to the Eastern states. 

But whatever may be our reasoning, our country, it 

10 



104 A DIVISION OP THE UNION. 

is to be feared, may fall. As to the place of division, 
probably the Atlautic states will divide first. 

There are many indications mifavorable to its long 
continuing in union and prosperity. The scheme of 
buying votes for the President has been introduced, and 
is put in practice among us, by those who hope to obtain 
offices as tlieir reward. Fraud of all kinds grows out 
of such a system, as naturally as a vegetable from a 
stem. And it grows every year, and is extending and 
diffusing itself in every direction. How lamentable it 
is that dishonesty and degradation should so rapidly 
seize upon this country ! Our corruption is premature : 
it is the plague infixed at the ag^ of ten. 



DISPUTE XV. 

Question. Have the Crusades been hene/ieidl f 

Remark 1st. You will find that ambition has pro- 
duced more wars, and far more bloody ones, than super- 
stition. 

Remark 2d. It is generally believed, that Europe 
lost three millions of men in the Crusades. I do not 
believe she could possibly have raised, clothed, and 
axmed so many. Bonaparte has all the power the na- 
tions engaged in the Crusades had ; and yet last year he 
could raise only half a milUon. Gibbon tells us this 
story about three millions ; but he is entitled to no cre- 
dit. Out of sixty-five quotations he made which have 
been examined into, it is proved that fifty were false. 
It is very easy at any time to write down a large 
number of any thing, and it fills the mouth fiiU : but 
the question is about the truth, I do not see how 
such an army as Gibbon speaks of, could have lived 
three years. They would require an iiAmense multi- 
tude of laborers to feed them, and they had nothing to 
sail in but the barks of the Genoese, which were not 
bigger than our sloops, and could transport but a few. 

Rem^ark 3d. Mohammedism is no more Christian- 
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ity, than any thing else. It is neither fish, flesh nor 
fowl. 

DECISION. 

Whether the Crusades have been beneficial or not, 
has been decided difierently by different writers. Gib- 
bon thinks they were undoubtedly hurtfiil to the human 
race. Chateaubriand thinks they were glorious enter- 
prises. 

Europe was under the Feudal System before the wars 
of the Crusades commenced, and the people, at the will 
of their lords, were called into the field at any moment 
to fight any enemy he might choose to attack. Wars 
were very firequent, and the causes of immense evils. As 
they commonly have taken place in those seasons of 
the year when the weathbr was mild, and subsistence ea- 
sily obtained, the labors of the field have been often inter- 
rupted, and agriculture has suffered severely. This was 
particularly the case in the times of the Crusades, when 
the injury they caused to the countries which engaged 
in them, were in this respect of a most sericms nature. 
They tended also to extend the power of the Boman 
Pontifi*, which had long been established, but was sub- 
ject to continual fluctuations. He had received from 
St. Peter the keys of heaven, and being able to let in and 
shut out whomsoever he pleased, had great sway so fiu* 
as his claims* were acknowledged. Whenever a spirit- 
ed prince arose, however, the Pontiff fomid his power 
checked^ his influence over men's minds being lessenedi 
At the beginning of the twelfth century, his power was 
as complete as possible; and it was when Peter the Her- 
mit began to go about Europe, preaching the duty of 
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recovering the Holy Sepulchre, that the pioject of a 
Crusade wasfevored as a scheme proper for all Christ^ 
endom to engage in. Multitudes left their homes^ and 
multitudes perished. Their numbers have exet been 
magnified. 

Neither enthusiasm nor superstition was the cause 
of the Crusades. !JJhe Turks, who embarked against 
the Ohristians, were possessed at that time of great 
power, and threatened Europe* It was better to attack 
them than to be attacked by them ; and no doubt act> 
ing against the Saracens was the best policy that could 
be adopted at that time, under the circumstances which 
existed. I see nothing wrong in the Europeans then 
embarking against the Saracens in their own defence ; 
though I believe better means might be devised in these 
days for accompUshing the purpose. 

The people were extensively influenced by supersti- 
tion, but not by religion. They fought for the recove- 
ry of the Sepulchre of Christ, which was no better than 
any other tomb, and the church built over it, which is 
no better than any other church. Superstition can 
hardly be said to have on the coat of religion. The 
motive of the Crusaders was a foolish one: but it 
seems to me that they gave Europe an impulse which 
it could not have otherwise received. The Crusades 
soon greatly impaired the Feudal System. Poland and 
Bohemia embarked but little if at all in the crusades, 
and they have kept that system to this day: the worst 
fliat could be contrived. Our very language bears 
evid^oe of its debasing influen^oes : vassals were tor- 
ttisrly called knaves and villains — vrc^ then no more 

opprobrious than such as < honest, skiUol/ bat now used 
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to signify the worst of men. We are apt to look upan 
despotism as the worst of all Governments : but, in the 
Feudal System we have little men whose minds were 
little ttungs, and employed about Uttle things. Such 
rulers are fai worse than great monarchs, though they 
be despotic. This system was an axe laid at the root 
of all human reformation. 

It is a question, often asked : did the Crusades de- 
stroy the Feudal System ? at that period the noblemen 
were expensive in their habits, and in those wars vied 
with each other in the splendor of their preparations. 
The limitedmeans at their command were speedily strait- 
ened, by the rapid waste of resources ^nd the impover- 
ishment of the country. Their only,resort often was to 
borrow what they could not seize upon as their own ; 
and in return they in many instances granted privile- 
ges, particularly freedom to their vassals. Here was 
the beginning made which led to the destruction of the 
Feudal System ; and important benefits soon began to 
proceed from the change. The system discouraged labor 
to a very great extent, by giving the fiiiits of labor to 
the land-holder. Men will not labor unless the pro- 
ducts of it be secured to them; but when they enjoy 
even an imperfect control over them, they are encoura- 
ged to exert themselves to render the soil productive. 
The lords, dukes and nobility of all classes were gene- 
rally rapacious and oppressive. They exacted what 
they could of the products of agriculture, and kept the 
cultivators in poverty and debasement. But when they 
returned from the Holy Landj they often found them- 
selves humbled in their turn. They were frequently 
unable^o pay their prince their dues^ and their land 
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escheated to him. Numbers of them never returned 
from the Crusades. One nobleman would die without 
an heir ; another would leave only a daughter. The 
prince would seize the estate of the former, and perhaps 
marry the daughter of the latter to secure her inherit- 
ance. The people sometimes found such a change of 
masters advantageous to themselves : for a great tyrant 
is not so bad as a little one. 

The Crusades had a fevorable influence on taste. 
Those who engaged in them had opportunities to see 
the remains of Grecian architecture, and carried home 
with them the feelings which they produce. The Cru- 
saders are generally supposed to have brought to Europe 
what is called the GrOthic style. They brought home 
also some of the useful arts, improved agriculture, &c. 
They introduced some of the Saracens, who taught 
the sciences, and laid the foundation of considerable 
improvements iix Europe. 

The milder features which war assumed about that 
period, have since prevailed ; and contests between na- 
tions have been far less bloody ever since. Compara- 
tively v^ry few prisoners have since been murdered in 
cold blood. 

The Crusades then gave a great impulse to Europe. 
They roused the energy of man, and its operation has 
produced great eflects. I do not beheve the Reforma- 
tion would ever have taken place but for the Crusades, 
for before the changes which they caused, nothing 
could have been found to work upon. I will leave it 
to you to determine whether the good or evil effects are 
greatest. 
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Qaettion . Ought ReUgious Tests to he required of eml ofiesrs f 

Remark 1st. I have no hesitation in calling in ques^ 
tion the decisions of great men. I would call in ques- 
tion any opinion, for the sake of finding the truth. 

Remarked., There are some defects in our Consti- 
tution — great ones : but I believe it is the best we can 
get under existing circumstances. The framers of it 
always thought it imperfect ; and since its formation, 
one of its most important parts has been destroyed : the 
independence of the judiciary. If Mr. Jefferson had 
done but this only, he would deserve disapprobation to 
the end of time. It is highly discreditable to us that 
we do not acknowleffe God in our Constitution. Now 
it is remarkable that the grossest nations and indivi- 
duals, in their public acts, and in their declarations, 
manifestoes, proclamations, <fcc. always recognize the 
superintendency of a supreme being. Even Napoleon 
does it. We, however, have neglected to do it. God 
says : " They who despise me shall be lightly esteemed ;" 
and we have rendered ourselves liable, as a nation, to 
his displeasure. The corruption which is now rapidly 
extending in this countrj^-, gives reason for apprehen- 
sion that we are soon to suffer the punishment to which 
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we have exposed ourselves. We do not regard it : we 
can boast as well as any people, and have fiill confi- 
dence in our power, independently of the supreme 
director of the afiairs of men. Of this there is evidence 
in some of our public papers. 

In a late proclamation fest the preamble says: 
" Whereas, we are engaged in a just war, and rely on 
the prowess of our armies, and being willing to remem- 
ber God, Ac." 

Remark 3d. Different writers have considered the 
original formation of government in two very different 
points of view : 1st, as appointed by God ; and 2d, as 
formed by men, who agreed among themselves to sur- 
render part of their rights to preserve the remainder. If 
we suppose the former to have been the true origin of 
government, and pursue the course consistent with it, 
we shall determine to have "just men" for rulers, 
" ruling in the fear of God." An infidel does not come 
in here : this principle would exclude all who have not 
the fear of God before their eyes. When however you 
proceed on the supposition, that the establishment of go- 
vernment is the mere spontaneous work of men, assem- 
bling in a convention to determine what is expedient for 
themselves, and talking about their natural rights, some 
persons will be found, who will claim the right to rule. 
This right has been seriously treated by some, a great 
deal more so than it deserves. If there be such a thing 
as a natural right to rule, it cannot have been created 
by any circumstances of society ; but must exist in all 
cases. But it is absurd to suppose that it can exist in 
solitude : in that state of separation fix)m each other, 
assumed by the advocates of the doctrine of the human 
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institution of government, to hsive been the original 
state of man. I conceive that there is no such thing in 
any man as a right to office : it is a mere gift, and the 
object of it is not the benefit of the individual, but the 
good of the public. It is curious to observe those men 
who are so anxious to secure all their rights. In all 
our discussions of politics, in all we hear about claims 
which men have on their country, there are many rights, 
but no duties. We live on that side of the river where 
all the rights lie. 

Remark 4th. If men think their offices will clear 
them from moral obligation, let them remember a law- 
yer, who, in the course of a plea, stated several things 
as law, which were very fer from being so. When he 
had closed, a friend inquired with surprise how he 
could say what he knew was totally false, " Q," re- 
plied he, '^I did it as a lawyer." " My friend," return- 
ed the other, " when the Devil comes for the la^i^er, 
what will become of the man ?" 

DECISION. 

I am of opinion, yoimg gentlemen, that a reUgious 
test would not^ on the whole, be beneficial. I do not 
believe that if a law estabUshing one should be pas- 
sed, it would exclude infidels from office. The only 
advantages to be expected from such a law woul^ be 
the8e : the pubUc would be impressed with the impor- 
tance of choosing men who are not infidels ; and such 
infidels as might obtain offices would keep their prin- 
ciples to themselves. In England infidels in office al- 
ways show an external respect towards reUgion, in their 
public business. In our congress, however, they some- 



f ' 






114 DISPUTE 8IXTE£NTH. 

times set religi<m at nought. Whena vote was taken fcm 
a chaplain a short tune since, there were three yolea 
given for Mathew Lyon and one for Tom Paine. 

That a law establishing a religious test should ex- 
clude infidels firom office cannot be. Infidels are com- 
posed of Deists or Atheists, Unbelievers, (or those who 
believe nothing about religion,) Animalists, Material* 
ists, Sceptics, (not much differing from unbelievers,) and 
Partial Atheists, (they \piio deny the immortality of the 
soul.) The unbeliever may be called a NihiUst. Now 
in which of these classes will you find a man who will 
stagger at an oath ? Theists are most likely to do so : 
but they overthrow all natural religion, and say that 
crimes are to be avoided only for fear of the whip, the 
pillory or the gallows. 

It may be said that talents are necessary in govern- 
ors, and that the talents of infidels may be needed by 
Ae state. There are men of talents among infidds, 
but not half so many as among Christians. There are 
always men of talent known in every Christian coun- 
try. It may also be said) that an infidel may be found 
who would respect his character so much as te act with 
care, and not offend those who might place confidence 
in him. But if there were such an one, he would be ' 
" rara avis." You might find one : but you would have j 
to hunt a long time for a second. 

One bad magistrate makes a great many bad mm. 
This truth is most abundantly and powerfiilly exhibited 
in Ac Scriptures. There we find the people led into 
crimes and depredation by bad rulers, and suffering se-' 
vere punishment for them, until they reputed. Sudi 
nations as continued in their iniquity, Ood in his dis- 
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"^pensalioiis always destroys. He let the Amorites .e^oae 
' until their iniquity ^as fiill, and then their punishment 
followed. Bad men will produce an influence by their 
example and their exertions : they wijl mislead and Cor- 
rupt the people, and thus expose them to puhUc calami- 
ties. Bad rulers are. more huj:tfiil to a nation, than any 
other men in it ; and every man who votes should give 
this subject serious consideration, and ask himself 
whether he is prepared to choose a man for his ruler 
who will bring the country to ruin. 

There are a multitude of infidels in ofiice in this 
country, and they draw " iniquity with a cart rope." 
They do not appear as the champions of their prin- 
ciples ! they do not defend them, for they know they 
are not worth a groat. Christians do not attack them, 
though it is their duty to do so. Their doctrines^ should 
be proclaimed, assailed and refiited. Good men should 
carry the sword into the camp of the enemy; they 
would have found only a hovel to fight against instead of 
a fortresss ; and their foes, like Tartars, who will run, and 
only shoot flying. There were never more despicable 
arguments used than those ,used. by infidels to prove 
their points. Among other things to be remarked of 
them is this : that they suppose extreme cases to prove 
what should or should not be done. Nothing can be 
more miserable than to be driven to this course in defend- 
ing one's gtouhd. 

Extreme cases are sometime^ supposed, from which 
to draw something fiivorable by them ; and I will sup- 
pose ihaJL a country^ in danger from its enemies, posses- 
ses but one man who understands mihtary tactics: 

what shall be done? I should think such a man point- 
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ed out by the finger of God to lead the armies, and 
should hope that his regard to reputation, the safety of 
his own fanuiy, his friends and himself, would make him 
discharge his office well. 

I think a test law would not keep infidels from 
office, and therefore would do no good. 
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DManbar 8Mi, 1813- 

Question, ^re all manland descended from one pair f 

Remark 1st Those who were engaged in building 
the Tower of Babd were the Cushites. After the confu- 
sion of tongues, the diildren of Shem fell upon them, 
and drove them away. They then went into Egypt, 
and conquered the inhabitants. They were probably 
the builders of the pyramids, and may have sent colo- 
nies into Spain and Prance., They had the only scheme 
of theology which existed in those days of aatiquity, 
and diffused it wherever they went. We find the re- 
mains of it to this day« The other descendants of Noah, 
spread in other directions, and among various nations 
we find traditions of one common origin. The Mexi- 
cans represented that they were separated firom other 
people after the confiision of tongues. They have a 
distinct account of the Deluge, and have preserved the 
name of the naan who 1^ them over to America. Th^ 
relations between different languages also often indicate 
a comonon source. The Hindoos have some words 
which are identical with some in the Hebrew language. 

Remark 2d. Lord Eaimes says, that such women 
m Ethiopia as never expose' their faces to the sun^ are 
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white. On such ground as this, I would ^ot build any 
theory. 'It is as good proof, in a general point of vie^wr, 
as a man once obtained of the value of feather beds by 
his first experiment. Having never slept upon one, but 
having declared .that he believed them to be hard, he 
put a single feather upon a rock and lay lipon it all 
night. In the morning he said : " 'Riat is the hardest 
bed I ever slept upon." 

Remark 3d. The builders of the old fortifications in. 
this country, I suspect did not come from Asia. Those 
who crossed to this contineijt fi-om Asia were a roving^ 
people for a long time after their arrival; and those 
whose origin has been traced thither represent this to 
have been the fact with regard to then^elves. All the 
Indians on this continent probably could not build 
One of these fortifications, if they were disposed. But 
when we recollect that it has never been their practice 
to work, the difiiculty is still fiirther increased. They 
had- nothing to dig with except small wooden spades 
and stone hoes ; and nothing in which they could have 
removed the earth firom one spot to another but baskets 
and deer skins. In some of those fortifications are- what 
are Called in Europe barrows : that is tall mounds con- 
taining the remains of the dead; and these so closely 
resemble those found in some parts of Hussia, that it 
seems as if they must have been formed by th^ same 
hands. Some of these heaps in the western States are 
thirty feet high ; and, as they have a btoad base,, con- 
tain a large qi*antity of earth. Now to imagine our 
Indians engaged in heaping up such n^asses, is to fancy 
them in an employment entirely foreign to their habits. 
Indeed, the builders of these works could not have vie- 
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tualled themselves if they had be^ in the condition of 
Indians. 

I have no doubt that this continent was visited by 
Europeans before it was discovered by Columbus. The 
builders of these fortifications understood mathematics ; 
they had been accustomed to the erection of watch- 
towers, the enclosing of wall within wall, the construc- 
tion of covered ways, parapets, brick wells, &c. &c. At 
tbe Blue Licks iron utensils have been found thirty 
feet deep in the earth. In different parts of the western 
country, it is said that one hundred and twenty one 
skeletons have been found, buried in eleven squadrons 
of eleven men each. Lying by them were found iron 
knives and looking glasses. Over them were said to 
be growing trees two or three hundred years old. In 
regard to tiiese reports, however, I am not so well satis- 
fied as I could wish to be. Most of our travellers west- 
ward are very inattentive to subjects of this kind, and 
it is very difficult to obtain specific information firom 
them. After making enquiries of a gentleman who 
had travelled in those regions, many of which he 
was unable to answer, he told me that he had be^i con- 
vinced, by my enquiries and remarks, of the import- 
ance of the subject, and would be more particular in 
making observations and collecting fects in his future 
travels. I have recently requested a gentleman resi- 
&g in the west to give me such information as he can 
collect ; and if he should write me this year, I will com- 
municate it to you. 

The ancient remains of works in different parts of 
the United States are numerous and curious. In North- 

Oaiolina is a wall sixteen feet high, and two or three feet 
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thick, under grouiid. The question in lebtioa to ihaaa 
all is, by whom were they constructed? for iti»«vi* 
dent that they could not haye been formed by the In- 
dians. 

There are persons who pretend that the original 
inhabitants of Anierica could never have come from 
Asia, on account of the breadth of Beering's Straits. 
They pretend that canoes cannot pass. But this is 
entirely groundless. Rhode-Island is as £u: from Mon* 
tauk Point as those contiiients from each otlier ; and yet 
the Indians were constantly in the habit of crossing from 
one to the other. When Sir Francis Drake was at New 
Albion, the inhabitants told him that men like his, and 
ships hke his, formerly came to them and diarried away 
a kind of wood which would dye yellow. This wood 
was probably the yellow oak, and those who went f<Mr 
it might have been the inhabitants of Hindostan. The 
yellow oak of this country makes a very good dye. 
New Albion is in the latitude of this country. Im- 
perfect vessels will sometimes} suffice for long voy- 
ages. 

Remark 4th. The burthen of proof lies with the 
objector in this case. He who rejects the doctrine that 
all mankind are descended frojm one pair, must be call- 
ed on for his arg^ment3 to prove his position : his objec- 
Uons are nothing. 

Remark 6th» A white boy was found among the 
Indians on the Ohio river. As- nobody could give any 
account of him, a man who had got possession of hini^ 
carried him to bis place of residence in Connecticut} 
and attempted to civilize him. But. this he found him- 
self unable to do. He could not govern him e&ctually. 
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When ever left alone, the boy would inunediately begin 
to break lookii^'^lasses, China, ware,, and almost any 
thing dse lie could come at Now if he hadbeen r^, 
you would have said that the reason of his wildness 
mm tbajt he was an Indian. The truth is, that he had 
aequired Indian manners by living with Indians. The 
difierence of manners in different nations, then, is no 
proof that they have been derived from di&rent ances- 
t(Hs. The difference between civilized men and sava* 
^ is, the former love property, and the latter love glo- 
ry. You can substitute the habits of the former for 
those of the latter only by Christianity. 

Remark 6th. There is no doubt about the different 
mdialing powers of different skins. A pretty intelligent 
black woman lived at my fiither's, who, in a hot sum- 
laer's day, kindled a fire and sat down by it, as she said, 
to keep warm. On another occasion she slept in a cart 
exposed to the sun, when it was so hot that either of 
you would probably have nearly perished. 

Remark 7th. It is r^narkable that the countenances 
of savages are not marked like those of civilized men. 
Thinking changes the &ce very much : and Indians 
are never thinking. The eye of a thinking man is fix- 
ed. I could mention different parts of our own coim* 
tty the infaabitaats of which have faces quite as smood) 
as those of savages^ 

Remark Sib. Many negroes are handsome : they 
hffire not the crooked legs^ curled hair, fiat noses, flat 
heads, ^. which are so often spoken of as distinguish- 
ing traits of them all. 
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DECISION, DECEMBER 30th. 

To the question I give the affirmative answer. 

On the negative it is urged : 

1st. That the shape, color and other external 
differences of men in different parts of the world are 
different; 

2d. That the origin of the Americans cannot be 
accounted for, except on the supposition that they have 
sprung from different parents &om those whose descend- 
ants peopled other parts of the world. ' 

I. Under the first head I repeat that the first in- 
habitants of America might have come firom Asia ] and 
the probability that they did so is shown by the follow- 
ing facts : 

1st. The distance across Beering's Straits is very 
small, and would not prevent the passage of uncivilized 
men. 2d. Captain Cook, in one of his voyages, met 
with savages at sea, six hundred miles fix)m any land. 
3d. The dress, the boats, the appearance, &c. of the in- 
habitants of both sides of the straits are the same. 
4th. The traditions of the American Indians represent 
them as having come firom the west, firom the shore of 
the sea. The languages resemble each other. The tra- 
ditions preserved by some of the Indians of South 
America prove that they had the same origin as other 
nations. 5th. Like the Tartars they emigrated in tribes, 
and their dialects have thus been preserved withdut 
mixture. Some of them have been placed in circum- 
stances fiivorable to improvement, and have made some 
progress towards civilization. 
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There isf no mystery in the feet that we find 
the colonies of different Indian tribes all over the coun- 
try, for they are able to travel with great celerity. I 
was once told by a person of my acquaintance, that 
in travelling in the west he observed an Indian 
on foot, who seemed determined to keep pace with his 
horse. He quickened his speed very much, and the In- 
dian kept company with him for a very considerable dis- 
tance. At length he enquired how long he could travel 
at such a rapid rate ; and was answered, that he could 
continue it all day. One of my brothers was once fol- 
lowed by two Choctaws five himdred miles, for the pur- 
pose of stealing two fine horses, in which they succeed- 
ed. Indians Care Uttle where they go ; if they can 
steal, hunt, or fish. Still I think it highly probable that 
the first iohabitants of the western continent did not 
come^ firom Asia. Some of the Phoenician ships may 
have fallen in with the trade winds, and have been 
blown to America. The Indians have been supposed 
by many to speak numerous different languages : but 
this is not the fact to such an extent as it has been pre- 
sumed" to be. Some of the Penobscot Indians once 
came to Boston to sohcit a stipend. Mjr. Timothy Ed- 
wards of Stockbridge was employed to hold an inter- 
view with them, to learn their wishes ; and he found 
that Hendrick* (an Indian of another tribe,) could un- 
derstand almost every thing they said. There are not 
half so many languages in the worid as is commonly 
supposed. 

* Whether this n^an wa9 the famous Mohawk warrior Hendrici; 
or not, does not appear from the notes. As he had a Dutch name, he 
was, no doubt from the six nations in the State of New-Tork. 
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IL Under the second head we will exaimne the ob^ 
jection founded on the< {^ysical differences in men of 
different countries. If we are called upon to say what 
they have arisen from, we can &irly say tfaaX it is sole- 
ly owing to our ignorance that we cannot tell. Pairents 
who ajre brown often have very white children^ Why ? 
We do not know. It is of no coni^uence to ascer- 
tain that the color of one nation lies in the middle in- 
t^umejit of the skin, and that of another in something 
else : the color of men varies, nearly acceding to their 
position upon the globe. It changes in going towards 
the equator, and where there is a deviation from the 
cegular gradation we can generally account for it. 
Situation has influence ; so have soil, winds, habits, &c. 
A different temperature, whether natural or artificial, 
produces a perceptible change on the complexion. We 
see tliis often in cooks, whose domestic employments 
frequently expose them to the fire. 

Now the influence of natural causes, whose effects 
axe known, is sufficient to have produced the difference 
that exists between Africans and Europeans. Their 
climate is hot, and their habits such as to expose them 
toits influence. It has been said that the Indians of Ame- 
rica all pdlssess the same complexion r but this is not true. 
It differs according to the manner in which they are 
brought up. Mr. Williams, the minister of Deerfield, 
in Massachusetts,^ was made prisoner by the IndianSj 
with his &mily, and his daughter was retained by them, 
till her death. After a few years residence among them, 
as she conformed to all their habits, she became of as dark 
a complexion as any squaw you ever saw. On the 
plains of Brazil the ^inhabitants have a differeait appear- 
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■Qce £rom those who dwell on the mountains. But the 
North American Indians arenoi white, even in the high* 
er latitudes. The cause of this is, that they are con-: 
stantly exposed to the smoke while they are at hotne, 
and are in the habit of using much oil on their hodies. 
They also suffer much from cold, heat, hunger, and 
&tigue. Their mode of life almost makes white people 
bdians in one generation. In South America, the off- 
spring of white and black pareaits are said to become 
white in four generations. 

The Jews are found in all countries and are of all 
colors. The complexions of the black and white Jews, 
found in the East, present a strong argument in favor of 
the affirmative of this question. The former, by resi- 
ding in a warm country for many generations, have be- 
come black ; while the latter, who have taken up their 
abode there within a period comparatively recent, have 
not undergone much change of complexion. 

History confines the ancestors of the human race 
to two. The Scriptures give us reason to believe that 
flie children of Cush were the blacks : " Can the Gush- 
ite (that is the Ethiojrian) change his skin?" The 
Oashites have a tradition of ^eir history, which tra^jes 
their origin to that of men of other comj^tesioiis. At 
the deluge^ all mankind were destroyed, except, a single 
fiumty; and all traditions relating to it say so : so that 
up to that event there is a general testimony in fiivor 
of the commcm parentage of the whole human race. 

Another endeaceot omr common origin is found 
in the moral state t)f man. Thfe is the same every- 
where. 

Anothrar evidence is fornished by the manner of com* 
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putingbydecados. There is na natural reason for count- 
ing by tens ; yet we find it practised very extensively 
by different nations, iand it must evidently have been 
derived from one source. 

But after we have proceeded thus &r in answering 
objections, we are asked, where could the first man 
have be^n placed, and in what condition, to give ori- 
gin to all the race ? No one can suppose that he could 
have lived unless he had been cheated a man, instead 
of a child, If a man had been ^rst made and jdaced 
in a cold climate, he must have speedily died. But 
suppose he had been placed in a warm one : he must 
have been furnished by the Creator with all the know- 
ledge and powers acquired by habit and education 
which are necessary to prolong life. Without them 
he could not subsist. Lay him on his back and he 
could not stir ; he would hot know how. Place him 
on his feet ; he ccmld not walk, he nevjer saw anyone 
walk, and had never- learned. Walking is a nice art. 
Children, you know, learn it only by long practice ; 
and a man would not know how to walk better than a 
young child if he had never learned. Without obser- 
vation and practice he would have no idea about walk- 
ing. . But suppose him able to walk : he would starve. 
He would not know that food would support bis 
str^tigth or his life ; and if he were made to know 
the necessity of food, how can he tell what to \mt ae 
food ? Fruit of certain kinds, or in, i]aq>roper <pianlio 
ties, wiU kill him. Griedn, if eaten widxout prepniBtioiii 
will ferment and swell and destroy life.: Bat ^raa 
if he should remedn exposed to a hot sun he would soon 
die. You would say, let him go into the sbacfe : bat 
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be would not know but it was the hottest. He could 
not eat flesh, for he could not catch animals. 

A temperate clin^ate would doubtless prove most 
fiivorable to life and health ; but even there he could 
not long survive : for if all the difficulties before men- 
tioned were surmounted, there are winters in temperate 
climates ; and as he would not know the feet, he would 
be unprovided against such a season, and of course 
starve. 

BECIStON CONCLUDED. DECEMBER 3l8t. 

From one of my pupils I learnt the following facts : 
that four Indians within his knowledge had begun to 
torn white. He furnished me with their names, and 
such circumstances as I thought it desirable to know. 
One of them stated that he had been turning white 
fourteen years. His hair was partly white, and the skin 
where it had changed, had the appearance of that of a 
child. Those parts exposed to the sun, it was observed, 
changed color more slowly than others. 

A man by the name of Henry Morse, from Vir- 
ginia, once came to my house. He was black, but had 
been for some time turning white. In those parts of his 
skin which had changed color there was a little tender- 
ness, and the hair growing upon those parts of his head 
which were thus affected was not.curled. He had enjoy- 
ed health all the time the whitening process had been go- 
ing on, which still continued. From the facts ascertain- 
ed in these cases it appeared : 1st. That the whitening 
process went on without any apparent cause ; 2d. That 
all the persons I have mentioned were healthy while it 

was going on ; 3d. That they were not sensible of any 

12 
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uncomoion feelings duiiiig the change ; 4th. That they 
were occupied in their ordinary employments; 5th. 
That the hair was changed with the skin ; 6th. That 
accidental causes render men white, black, or red ; and, 
7th. That the difference of color or the change of color 
alters not the man. j 

Now with regard to th^ history of men of different j 
complexions we can get no certain information £rom j 
history of the causes of this difference. We are toki 
that Adanij in the Hebrew language, means red earth ; 
and the Indians say that red men are perfect men. Per- ^ 
haps the first men were red. If so, they might easily 
become juuch lighter or darker in a few generatioDS, 
under the influence of natural causes. How easily then 
might the variety we now see among the human race 
have been brought about in the lapse of ages ! The 
Jews have all the colors of the human species. "Wher- 
ever they have had their residence for some generations, 
they have acquired the complexions of the natives. The 
negroes in this country are growing white. I see a 
wonderful difference between their complexions and 
those of their grand&thers. 



DISPUTE XVIII. 

Qaestion. Ought Representatives to he bound ky t&« wM itf 

their Constituents f 

DECISION. 

With regard to this question, we had better pursue 
it through its whole course. |t will be admitted, that 
if some of our represeatatives are to be governed by 
the will of their constituents all must be. Some are cho- 
sen by districts, some by whole states : yet they are 
not representatives of those districts or states, but of 
the United States. Representatives sent to our Con- 
gress ought to have no private interests, and should be 
actuated by none, while consulting for the good of the 
whole country. But as men are strongly prone to feel 
local attachments, and to give the preference to wh&t 
they think likely to be of advanta^ to their own state 
or district, the representative, if required to obey the 
will of his constituents, would not be able to act as a 
representative of the whole country. 

But how great would be the inconvenience attend- 
ing the practical operation of this principle ! The eleetr 
ors would not find it sufficient to meet after long intervals 
as they now do, only to choose their representatives : they 
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would be required to assemble whenever a question 
might arise on which their opinion had not been express- 
ed, or if once expressed, might be doubted. Legisla- 
tures of the States meet once in a year or ofiener, and 
cause a large annual expense. But what would the 
frequent assemblies of electors cost? Suppose the labor 
of each man to be worth two dollars a day. They 
would debate much : they would sit long ; and we 
may suppose the loss to the country by their being 
withdrawn &om their business to be eight millions of 
dollars which is a vast sum, though the estimate is made 
on a very moderate computation. 

But tlie decisions of the people, it is supposed, 
would be better than those of their representatives. In 
order to be so, the people must be in possession of all 
the inforn^on obtained by their representatives, (who 
have sometimes a plentifiil scarcity ;) they must have all 
the information concerning the internal state of the coun- 
try which the President gives to Congress. The Con- 
gress, for this end, must send hand-bills through the coun- 
try, and, widi the facts thus conmiunicated, the electors 
must deliberate and determine on measures. But if 
there are now difficulties in debating and deciding in 
Congress, what must arise here ? Suppose party divi- 
sions to exist as they do at present : the same jealous- 
ies, passions and violence would soon be found to arise 
in the meetings of the people which are seen at Wash- 
ington. They would not, it is true, in our part of the 
country, take swords and pistols, but they would use 
fists and clubs, and many would go armed with the 
fruit of our distilleries. But suppose the meetings to have 
surmounted all difficulties, and to have agreed on reso- 
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lutions. These must be drawn up and sent to fkm- 
giess from all quarters. When should they be read? If 
you had two readers a day, it would take two years to 
read a single set of instructions to the members of one 
Congress. But before many days you might want 
new instructions from the people, on the same subject 
or some other, amidist the changes constantly occurring. 
Of course new meetings must be attended by the elect- 
ors, new debates held, and new resohitions drawn up. 
But it is probable that these meetings would become 
Tather disorderly, for different men have different views 
and projects. I was once chairman of a committee in 
the legislature of Massachusetts, to change the plan of 
taxation. The committee chose me chairman because 
I was a new member : for the older ones wanted to get 
the labor off their hands. When the subject was open- 
ed, there were as many different plans as there were 
men, and each member was confident that his system 
would be adopted. Now if a representative in Congress 
is to be guided by the will of his constituents, he will 
have not only measures communicated to him, but rea- 
sons also. Suppose that the plan of holding a meeting 
on every important question should be found inconve- 
nient or expensive, and that some other should be ad<^- 
ed. The representative must then receive a parcel of 
papers from each elector who may feel an interest in the 
SQbjeot, containing the opinions of its author. Each of 
the writings he must set down as coming from a voter, 
and then endeavor to determine how the majority think 
or feel from the facts before him. But this may be no 
easy task. In one case the writer may have embraced 

circumstances not alluded to by another, and thus the re* 

12* 
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preventatives will find that every source of perplexity has 
been opened to confiise him. Before he can form a de- 
cision, the state of things may be totally changed by the 
occurrence of unexpected events ; and then the whole 
work must be begun and gone over agam. Now as we 
follow the tail of Europe, we may farm an idea how often 
we might be exposed to the influence of such changes. 

But let us look at things as they are. The repre- 
sentative really goes to consult the public good. But 
is he bound to consult private good? Then he finds 
himself shut out firom consulting the good of the coun- 
try. He is bound by his oath to consult the good of 
the whole; and he ought to be guided by his con- 
science in* the way in which he is to fiilfil it. Govern- 
ed by his constituents he is an automaton: the wisdom ' 
of man in that case is nothing— you might as well have 
a barber's block — the wisdom of the representative is 
nothing, the greatest talents in the community are no- 
thing ! What an opportunity would such a state of 
things offer to demagogues to accomplish their objects ! 

If you should estabhsh the right in^the constituents 
to instruct their representatives, you would first be obli- 
ged to elect a new legislature : every body would not 
consent to pursue this plan. You must then have your 
electors throughout the country meet when the fiiist 
difficult question arises, to form and ex{»ess their opi- 
nions upon it When the instructions are received, and 
compared by a vote in Congress/there may be " no vote." 
The constituents must be informed of this result, and 
requested to assemble once more, discuss the question 
anew and proceed agaia to vote. They might try : 
but perhaps the success would be no better than before. 
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I suspect the " wheels of government," as the &vorite 
expression is with some, would stop. The Congress 
find that they can still agree upon nothing, atid they 
beg leave to rise again, and report once more to the peo- 
ple their Uncle Toby's progress ; " one foot up and 
t'other foot down." Once more the people must assem- 
ble ; and, before they agree to vote again, they must 
once more open the subject for discussion. What ar- 
gument and contest might not be expected to arise by 
this time ! And when they once more transmit the results 
of their dehberation, the carpenters and bricklayers of 
Babel never spoke more discordant language than 
would be found in their instructions. 

Yet we are told that without this practice we can- 
not enjoy liberty. Liberty is a very different thing from 
what this systemwould ever produce. Liberty is the right 
of doing every thing that is right imder good and whole- 
some laws. We are made to be governed. Our people 
have not tried all modes of government, but they are 
very much disposed to make changes. They feel like 
the Rhode-Island man, who was very earnest in making 
money. One of his neighbors asked him if he did not 
know that Solomon had said : " Riches take to themselves 
wings, and fly away." " Yes," replied he : " but Solo- 
mon did not believe it till he had tried it ; nor will I." 

But it will be asked, " shall the people have nothing 
to do with governing ?" The people know whether the 
laws are good or not by the feeling : by experiencing 
their operation: If they suffer under bad ones, they 
must remonstrate. Tliey cannot, however always fore- 
tell what laws would be better when a change is desira- 
ble. It is necessary to have men of extensive knowl- 
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edge and experience, as well as men of virtue, to 
make laws. Theoretical constitations are not worth 
a rush. They had better be given to boys to 
make kites of. It is not so easy a thing to make good 
laws, or to improve principles. We have among us a 
species of slang on these subjects, which you may hear 
repeated about blacksmiths' shops, and markets, and 
other pubUc places : but it is a very different sort of lan- 
guage from that used by our great men.- They do not 
speak nor act so. No nation ever understood taUdng in 
a certain way better than we do. 

As to making a change on the subject to which our 
question relates, it is not to be allowed. That system of 
government which does the most for our comfort, is best 
taken up with till we can get a better. One good rule 
in choosing representatives is this : to elect such as show 
that they understand the management of their own af- 
fairs. 



DISPUTE XIX. 

Question. Is Party Spirit beneficial f 

Remark 1st. " A spirit fo» diflfering in opinion " is 
not " a law of our nature." It is not to be< supposed 
that God would give us such faculties, that by using 
them afight we must ever be led to dispute truth. 

Remark 2d. Dr. Smalley said, a few years ago, in 
an Election sermon : ^^ Republics have generally b^n 
like man who is born of a woman : of few days, and 
full of trouble." 

Remark 3d. lUuminism began jn Germany, but 
was carried to perfection in France. It was the most 
cunningly devised project that the world ever saw. 
The fimdamental principles of the society were, to 
bind the members to do whatever was determined to be 
expedient for the fraternity ; and to choose out for their 
own service all persons remarkable for genius or any 
thing else that could be turned to advantage. The 
members, by the training to which they were subjected, 
were led to murder their own firiends in cold blood. 
Every thing done by this society was done in a mas- 
terly way. They communicated whatever ^ey chose 
all over the worid ; they got hold on the courts, the 
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church, the press. The only way to oppose an associa- 
tion like this, would be to estabUsh a society in ppposz- 
tion to it, founded on good principles. The Illuminees 
would have got possession of the world, if they had not 
been too certain of success. 

DECISION. 

Truth, young gentlemen, is the same thing in atf 
cases. It is a perfectly mathematical quantity. So is 
justice. Falsehood is always the antipode to truth ; and 
the distinction between them is clear and broad. In every 
question relating to truth, the decision is easy. Such 
is not the &ct with questions on some other subjects. 
What is expedient it is often difficult to decide ; and 
points often come up in pubUc ai&irs on which it is 
matter of doubt where lines can be properly drawn. 
For instance, suppose a l^islature find it necessary to 
lay a tax. In almost any case the first question to be 
determined would be : how large a sum ought to be 
raised? Perhaps it may be thought that a million of 
dollars will be wanted. But some of the l^islators 
may doubt whether two millions will not be required, 
or more, or less. There may arise another question : 
on what shall the tax be laid ? And afterwards ano- 
ther still: how shall it be collected? All these must 
be decided on principles of expediency : and ail offer 
occasions for differences of opinion, and the formation 
of parties. 

But there can be no parties about truth. No man 
can innocently oppose it. The chief enemy to the 
universe is fttlsehood. By a single falsehood the world 
was destroyed. Every man who practises l3ring is an 
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enemy to the universe. Christ said to liars : " Ye are 
of your father, the Devil." Tmth is like Justice. 
" Fiat justitia, ruat coelum :" or, " Dicatur Veritas, mat 
ccelum." And if the truth is known and acknowledged, 
how can there be any difference of opinion, or any 
ground for contrary actions? The truth should be 
sought and ascertained, and actions founded upon it. 
Benevolence requires that we pursue such measures 
as shall produce most good ; and the inquiries to as- 
certain the best course must be directed with fairness 
and sincerity. Now where is room for parties ? It is 
trae we find differences of opinion on all sides ; but 
theyarein.many cases owing to something else than the 
love of truth. We agree perhaps in genera], but we dif- 
fer when we come to particulars ; we agree perhaps con- 
oeming facts, but disagree in regard to circumstances. 
In the most pure Christian church, where all should be 
love, there are differences of opinion. The reason is 
that Christians are men. Questions arise in which they 
feel personal interests, and their fedings lead them to dif- 
fer. The same effects we observe in politics ; but there 
is no better reason for them. Why should there be 
(^posing parties among us ? Our interests, as well as our 
duties, are the same. You are an American, and so am I : 
" let there be no difference between us, for we are breth- 
ren." We should feel as Abraham did when there was 
danger of a dispute between him and Lot. We have 
but one interest, though we may think we have more. 

By this spirit we ought to be guided in all our pubhc 
coacems in this country, and every measure should 
be directed by it. You want a tax of a million of dol- 
I&n : I want two miUions. Let us argue the question 



138 DISPUTE NINETEENTH. 

cooly, and let the majority decide. If the result should 
not be exactly ajs^eeable, let us be content. But our 
practice is very different from this. We are so in love 
with party spirit,, as not to be content with truth. We 
fancy parties are necessary, when it is clear that if 
they exist, falsehood must be the basis of one of them. 
Can God need such engines as lies to carry on his 
government in the world ? 

Mr. Jefferson formed the party in this country which 
is now called Republican. He is a man of sagacity, 
but I could tell you facts concerning him which would 
startle you. Before the Republican party was formed, 
there was no party in the United States : but now we 
have nothing to anchor us. The question is not now 
what is the country's good : but what shall be done for 
our party ? An intelligent gentleman, who had tra- 
velled extensively in our country, remarked to me not 
long since, that he had met but one man whom he 
could call an American. This is the effect of party 
sj)irit Look at countries where it does not so generally 
prevail. Look, for example, at England, where the 
people feel a common interest in their country. Here 
we have now nothing to anchor us : every thing is 
afloat on a four year's election. To what a state does 
party-spirit reduce us ! To have every man trying to 
conquer his fellows, without trying to conquer the truth : 
to see all striving for victory, and forgetful of the public 
good, is a terrible thing. The influence of this spirit is 
wide spread and baneful. Rancorous feelings aie ge- 
nerated by it between individuals ; friends and &milies 
are divided ; and violence and crimes are not unfrequent- 
ly the results. To allude to a few instances : a promi- 
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sing young man who was pursuing the study of the 

law at Kaskaskias, having excited the animosity of a 

man against him by some political remarks, in a 

newspaper, lost his life in consequence. A man rode 

suddenly up behind him one day, shot him dead and 

fled. At Lexington a religious publication was set up 

not long ago ; but the editor was so much threatened 

by some* young men of that place, that his life was 

thought to bp in danger. In other parts of our country 

the same spirit has issued in bitterness. It spreads from 

Georgia to Machias, and from tlie Mississippi to the 

Atlantic. And this is party spirit. It is an enquiry of 

some interest : is this the manner in which God will 

be pleased to see us act ? Is this system agreeable to his 

commands? Falsehood is opposed to his character, 

and party spirit approves of falsehood. Countenanced 

thus, Msehood spreads. And to what may we not 

expect it to lead? "Now that tnith has fallal in our 

streets, how can equity enter ?^' 

Young gentlemen, I consider party-spirit one of 
the greatest crimes mankind are ever guilty of. It has 
not long been in existence in our land, and therefore 
its natural tendency has not been ftilly shown. But 
I can appeal to other countries, to exhibit its nature 
and effects. Greece, Rome, Genoa, Geneva, Holland, 
Switzerland, and many more, were ruined by parties. I 
do Hot believe parties ought ever to exist in a republic : 
I do not beUeve they were ever necessary. It is some- 
times said, I am aware, that those who enlist under 
different party leaders often think they are combining 
their influence to produce good results. So may 

gamblers. The question is not what people may think 

13 
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or pretend to think : bat what is for the benefit of our 
country ? What is it that will preserve us ? It may be 
replied, that we sh&ll yet have wisdom enough, in the 
midst of any e«itement, to ensure our safety. But 
have not other States pursued this course, and pursued 
it to their ruin ? Yes, and they had the same wisdom 
which we have. 

We may go on and call ourselves independent 
Americans, boast of our wisdom, and perhaps enjoy 
prosperity for a time ; but we shall stop. Young gen- 
tlemen, we are children of Adam : — children of Adam 
ruined all other states. All the calculations of 
party benefits are a mere dream. - 

We should be less exposed to the spirit of party, if 
our interests could be secured by our laws, without 
making oflices objects of coveting. The Romans were 
wiser. If we could ship off a few of our office-hunters 
it might be for our benefit, especially if another brood 
did not spring up. I wish you to reject this spirit, and 
consult only the Saitts PopulL I cannot see how a 
republic can live with parties. 
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Jaaaarr ilth, 1814 



Question. Is a Savage State preferable to a Civilized f 

Remark 1st. The happiness which a child derives 
from baubles, is not half so great as Aat which the pa- 
rent receives from his more valuable possessions, though 
some have considered their enjojnnents equal. Their 
capacities are unequal : one's enjoym^it is greater than 
the other, though the child's gill cup may be as nearly 
full as the parent's hogshead. 

Remark 2d. What is the difference between the 
Hottentot's smearing with grease, and the fop's using 
pomatum? 

Remark 3d. The advocates of a savage life, those 
who profess so much admiration of its enjoyments, do 
not show their feelings by their conduct. They do not 
forsake civilization to inhabit the forests. They are 
much like a child, whose mother offered her a dish she 
did not like, saying " it is good." " Yes," replied the 
child, "it is good, but I dont like it" 

Remark 4th. The orations and songs of the Indi^ 
ans show, that they had strong feelings for the strong 
things in nature. 
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DECISION. 

You will observe that this question has been dispu- 
ted, and by men of great name : among them we find 
the Count de BuflTon, Mr. Jefferson, and others. I know 
of but one man, however, who ever put his opinion on 
the subject into practice. He took his abode in retire- 
ment on one of the Swiss lakes. He however lived on 
the enjoyments derived from civiUzed society, while he 
pretended to separate himself from them. He had a 
strong mind, education, and experience among men, 
which afforded him, subjects for reflection, and occupied 
his time agreeably : while he was above want, and in- 
dependent of the seasons and the elements. EQs life 
was that of Orlando Furioso. He had no sincerity, 
and therefore no reUance is to be placed on his decla- 
rations. He must be regarded as in the condition of 
the man who was thus described by an acquaintance to 
one who enquired his character — " You may believe 
him," said he, "if you can find another man who will 
testify that he is worthy of belief" 

If I were going to build a house, I would choose 
the best place I could, and the best neighborhood. I 
would therefore say to those who argue against the 
benefits of civilization : " as you, gentlemen, like a sa- 
vage life, why don't you go and enjoy it ?" the fact is, 
they like a civilized Ufe as well as any body. They are 
fond of ease, comforts, and refinement in some shape or 
other, and they would be very loth to relinquish what 
they pretend to set lightly by. But let us make a com- 
parison between the two modes of life. 
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The pleasurdis of life are, 1st The pleasures of 
sense ; 2d. Those of the imagmation : 3d. Those of 
the intellect ; and 4th. Those of the affections. 

1st The pleasures of Sense. With regard to this 
elass of enjoyments, the savage is as poorly off as it is pos- 
sible to.be. He is constantly in danger of being starved. 
In an un&vorable season, the beans, corn, and squashes 
of the Indian are destroyed ; and what prevents one man 
from obtaining suppUes of vegetable food from his gar- 
den, deprives his neighbors of theirs; and savages 
have no commerce, which goes so far to supply to 
civilized men the deficiencies of food caused by bad 
harvests. A commercial nation seek food abroad when 
there is any want of it at home ; and in this way the 
evils of scarcity are almost, entirely prevented. In this 
respect commerce has contributed greatly to the bene- 
fit of man; so that, although we ;read in ancient his- 
tory of famines, we hear nothing of them now. 

Besides the civilized man cultivates the soil with 
instruments of improved forms and descriptions: he 
uses ploij^ghs, spades, hoes, harrows, sythes, sickles, <kc. 
by which much labor and fatigue are saved. But 
the savage despises flie cultivation of the ground, and 
sets his wife at the task, which she performs at many 
(disadvantages : so that the civiUzed man can accom- 
plish twenty times' as much. Such motives are of- 
fered to him, also, to use great exertions, that he cul- 
tivates land enough, it may be, to si^)port several, per- 
haps many famihes ; and this diminishes the hazard of 
famine still fiirther. There is always abundance of 
food in civilized countries where agriculture is ex- 
tensively practised. In the Northern States we find 
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that tf^re is always plenty, notwithsflaidmg the large 
drafts that are m^e upon it. 

It is urged that the savage highly enjoys flie plea- 
sures of the chase. It is true: but does not the fiurnier 
take pleasure in the cattle he rears ? Variety is agree- 
able ; and the variety of food afforded by tame animab 
is usually greater dian that to be obtained from wild. 
But the supply of food from the foiest and the wa^r 
is precarious ; savages often actually perish ^th hun- 
ger. Thtis &r I have confined myself to the necessa- 
ries of life. 

When we speak of the luxurieSj the difference is so 
great that it need hardly be mentioned. Look at the 
garden, the orchard, the lake. Think also of the ha- 
bits in using food which are formed under the circuip- 
stances of savage life. Severe deprivation excites in the 
savage a voracious appetite ; while the occasional abun- 
dance he possesses, with his want of skill in preserving i 
most kinds of food; render him inconsiderate for the 
iuture and wasteful. He eats to excess, and sometimes 
ties a belt round him to prevent feasting too much, 
having no judgment to control his appetite. Besides, 
Indians ofl»n appear to have no preferelntje for one kind 
of food over another. Some of them are said to have no 
greater delight than to take a dog, and throw him in- 
to a catildron, and eat him, hair and all. To others no 
kind of tainted meat seems to come amiss. 

With regard to another point, highly important to 
health and comfort, viz, warmth, the civilized man has 
greatly the advantage. The savage is frozen. The 
Indians suffer severely from the cold ; and they will 
tetl you so. They Will come and beg shoes to keep 



SAVAGE AND CIVILIZED STATES. 145 

their feet from the snow. They come with theii skins 
and buy the products of civiliaed life, because they find 
many of them indispensable necessaries. They even 
make wars if -we will not give them the behefit of trade. 
Mr^Stoddard, a respectable gentleman of great experi- 
ence and information, used to say, that we have very 
erroneouisi ideas of the feelings of Indians in regard to 
our manner of life. They see and feel that it is supe- 
nor to their own state, and often avow their preference 
forit. 

Such enj03rments of i^nse as the savage possesses 
are precarious. If they sometimes find peace, favorable 
weather, firuitfiil seasons, and p^bmidant food, they are 
liable soon to experience reverses, and to exchange 
them for privations and suffering. 

With regard to health, such philosophers as have con- 
sidered them in a great degree fi^ee fi^om disease, have fal- 
\m into great eftors. I have had many firiends who have 
lived among the Indians at Stockbridge, and they have 
informed me that the greater part of their children die. 
Savages are called healthy because only those possess- 
ing robust constitutions survive the privations and suf- 
ferings which they have to endure in their miserable 
life. One of my aunts, who resided at Stockbridge, 
and was well acquainted with, the tribe at that place, 
told me that it had been foimd, in cases of sickness, that 
some of ihe salutary medicines used by the white peo- 
ple produced injurious effects upon the savages. They 
had also some diseases peculiar to themselves. One of 
&ese was described as resembling tiie scab of Egypt. 
b would break out upOn the flesh of an Indian child, 
and gradually spread, in defiance of all the exertions 
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which could be made to arrest it, and she bdieved.it 
to be incurable. Dr. Sergeant of Stockbridge was 
unable to cure it. By various diseases many families 
there were reduced to single individuals, and some were 
cut off entirely. The loss of life in childhood is very 
great among the Indians. Men are very necessary to 
them ; and they therefore exert themselves especially 
to preserve the males : but they have neither the skill 
nor the means to treat diseases with much success. 

It is usual, on a general scale, to estimate the hap- 
piness of societies by the number of niembers. In the 
year 1663, on- a tract of cme hundred and fifty thousand 
square miles^ we had a population of fifteen hundred 
thousand persons. Europe contains from one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred to a square mile. What then 
is the amount of the happiness of savage life to the 
wprld? You cast off one hundred and ninety-nine 
parts, and reduce human happiness to one part in two 
hundred. Reduce men to the savage state, and you 
make them a prey to various evils, among which is dis- 
ease, as-I have said before, restrained but little by those 
means which mitigate it so considerably in civilized so- 
ciety: for their mode of life cuts off the knowledge 
and appUcation of medicines, except to a very small ex- 
tent. Besides, in the estimate of happiness it is to be 
borne in mind, that one half of the human race are wo- 
men ; and in savage countries they are ground to the 
dust. 

2d. Pleasures of the Imagination. Savages find 
an enjoyment in sublimity and novelty : but we are 
delighted with cultivated nature, and with the contrast 
between it and lEeatures of wildness, as between tilled 
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land and rocky eliiFs. Wigwams are not objects of 
taste : but we have houses, churches, palaces, and edi> 
fices constructed to affect the sight agreeably, as well 
as for use ; and all that our houses contain is formed 
with a regard to appearance. The events and scenes 
of civilized life present numberless materials to be used 
by the imagination, which you will find entertained by 
its own combinations. The subjects of reUgion are 
wonderftilly subUme and beautiful; as it teaches 
us to view things as the works of Jehovah. 

3d. Pleasures of the Intellect. Does thfe boy of ten 
enjoy as much of these as the man of twenty or thirty ? 
The difference between the savage and the civilized 
man is as great as between these ages. 

4th. Pleasures of the Affections. The advantages 
of civilized life over the savage are very great here. 
Love is the pleasure of the heart. It is exerted in seve- 
ral ways : 1st In the interchange of feeling, called the 
natural affections ; 2d. In religion. Of the last tjie sa- 
vage has none ; and the natural affections are blunted 
in him by two causes : they gain them no applause in 
war, and they think them as low as woman. Of course 
they will not cultivate the affections, for it is despicable 
.in their view. The savage arms himself against natu- 
ral affection, rather than seeks it. But to the civiUzed 
man it is the source of much pleasure. Think of the 
enjoyment derived from paternal and fiUal feelings! 
There is a great difference between a plant in the forest 
and in a garden. We are in the garden. The savage, 
though not destitute of affections, ha^s a coarse kind. 
All his attachments are gross. Exceptions exist, but 
they are few. I once visited the Oneidas, and shortly^ 
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before my arrival a woman had been put to death. Her 
husband showed mudi grief at her loss, and told my 
son^ with expressions of sorrow, that she had been a 
good wife— very faithful, very kind. But such marks 
of affection are uncommon. You will sometimes find 
tenderness in Indian women toward their friends ; but 
their lot is so very hard, as to blunt nature wherever she 
has an edge. 

I have entered upon this point so extensively, 
because it has not been properly examined by philoso- 
phers. 

The last thing I have to remark is, that religicm 
forces men to become civilized. Every thing in'religi<Hi 
is mild and tender. ^' Be meek, gentle, forgiving one 
another." 

When I take these views of the subject, therefoie, 
when I see men extolling savage life, and find diem 
taking care to house themselves well, and to sleep oo 
beds of down, I cannot believe them. I am accustomed 
to consider facts. 



DISPUTE XXI 

February 15th, 1814. 

V 

Qaestion. Otight Emtdation to he encouraged in Schools f 

DECISION. 

It has been the universal custom, in schools of all 
ranks, of all characters, and in all countries, to encou- 
rs^ youth by emulation. As we find this course 
practised in the schools of Christian countries, and 
followed by sober men, it might seem to be the natural 
conclusion, that it is the dictate of the common sense 
of mankind. This, however is not decisive of its value 
or propriety ; nor would I form a decision on a subject 
of so much importance, without an examination of it 
myself. 

Experience will enable us to determine, whether 
emulation in schools is capable of producing attention 
to study, obedience and industry : but to fix its moral 
character we must judge of it by the perfect rule of the 
Scriptures. And when viewed in this light there can 
be no doubt of its nature and tendency. It is the duty 
of every man to act firom the best motives : andno mo- 
tive should be obeyed or presented which is not good. 

This subject has been much handled ; and it is not 
to be wondered at that great attention has been bestowed 
upon it. It is, of course, a subject deeply interesting 
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I 

I 

to me. I have t)een instructing youth forty yeaxs, andij 
have had my attention long directed to the application 
of (iifFerent principles, and the success of different ex- 
periments. To guide the minds of the young to right 
views, to induce them to engage in such employments as 
will render them usefiil and happy, to cultivate their 
minds and implant or cherish good manners and good 
principles, are unquestionably objects of pecuUar import- 
ance. There is also a thing of great moment to be 
taken into view at the same time : viz. that, beside the 
benefit to themselves, the results will be extensive and 
lasting. If a number of youth imbibe right views, in- 
stead of wrong ones ; if they adopt sound principles 
and pursue upright courses, they will spread them to 
the latest generations. To know how to accomplish 
such desirable ends must, in the view of an instructor, 
be a thing of importance. There are, however, diffi- 
culties attending it in great variety, and often of great 
size, which cannot all be defined. In a school of small 
children, it seems to be difficult to impress upon the 
minds of the pupils the importance of their studies ; 
and the fault is not in the studies, but in their minds. 
The minds of children are fitted to receive certain 
kinds of knowledge, but not others. You may easily 
teach them facts: but you cannot well make them 
comprehend doctrines or remember them. They are 
also easily influenced by feelings, and by &cts : but it 
is more difficult to make reasoning produce its effect 
upon them. By what means then they are to be made 
to act aright, is a question of serious importance. You * 
may tell a child that he will do good, both to himself 
and others, by paying fidthfiil attention to his studies : 
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but to loake him ccaiqwehend what the good is, or how 

it is to be brought about when he becomes a man, by 

Btadyuig whik he is a child, is a business of difficulty. 

The question thea .is, what shall be done to the cIsiUi 

QfideT these circumiStances 7 

Man is naturally indolent, and especially so in what 

xelates to his mind. He is pleased wilfa variety, and 

wiU undergo great &tigue to enjoy it. This is the rea* 

Km why Indians are so unwilling to work, and are so 

fond of fishing, hunting and gambting. These occupy 

a great part of all their time. They are the greatest 

gamblers in the world, and will gamble away their 

blankets, and their food, and trust to accident to fur* 

nish both. The first object with an instructor there- 

fore is, to overcome this natural propensity to sloth ; 

and the mode commonly adopted is, to point to the child 

an industrious companion as a model for him to imitate. 

This may be done in different ways, and we find it ap* 

plied in various forms in schools and colleges. A child 

for example is to be taught to spell. This is acknow* 

ledged to be a dull employment ; and it would naturally 

dSfffeaLi unintei?esting. To excite an interest in it, the 

duld is placed in a column with his fellows, and those 

who spell right take the places of those who spell 

wrong. There are some children who would take an 

interest in the exercise without this arrangement : but 

they are few. Now you are, some how or other, to 

OQDopassr your object : that is, to teach your child ; and 

it is said that it is better to accomphsh the end pro- 

po$ed by means of emulation, than not to accomplish 

it at: all. 

To this, however, it is objected^ that emulatic»k is 

14 
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nothing else than a mixture of ambition and pride : 
evil passions, which ought not to be encouraged. 

There then are difficulties and dangers on. bot 
sides. On the one hand \^e are in danger of not be-j 
ing able to teach children, and on the other we run the^ 
risk of doing them great evil, while we are endeavorii 
to do them good. Here are Scylla and Charybdis. 
if there are objections to distinguishing between chil*< 
dren who perform their tasks well and those who da 
not, there are other objections to not doing it. If you ex- 
cite emulation by telling a child that he has done well, 
so if you«ay nothing about it, it will not be known what 
doing well or ill is. It seems necessary that a child 
should be informed that he enjoys the approbation of 
his instructor when he has performed his dnty, and 
that he should not be treated in all respects like one. 
who has neglected or violated it. Even in your own 
minds, you are not so well satisfied with believing that, 
you have done well, as if I should tell you sa The 
same then must be true, in a greater degree witb chil- 
dren, whose minds are not so mature as yours. Men 
do not feel so well satisfied with their success in what 
they have done, while they have no opinion but Ham 
own expressed upon it. They feel a degree of uncer- 
tainty with regard to their success: they wish to be 
confirmed by the opinion of others. You feel this un- 
certainty ; and you will find it hanging over you till 
you are sixty years ^Id. The only way to become sa- 
tisfiied of the correctness of your conduct, in cases in 
which you feel doubt, is to obtain the opinion of a ju- 
dicious and sincere fi*iend. . Suppose you have made 
a plea at the bar with wbich^ you are inclined to feel 
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latisfied. You cannot tell how it has a{q)eared to 
ithers, until. you hear their expressions. If others dp 
Bot agree with you in relation to your success, you will 
in irain try to build yourself up on your own opinion. 
This feeling of distrust in one's own judgment, there- 
bre, does not belong to Utde children only ; and as you 
possess it abo, you tnay judge of its influence over 
diein. You know how discouraging it is to fidl in any 
undertaking in which you have made great exertions, 
and how it stimulates you when you have endeavored 
to do well, to be thought successM. " Possunt^ quia 
posse videntur" Unless a little child be informed of 
4e opinion of his teaeher, he will be liable to entertain 
an erroneous idea of it ; and if he thinks he has failed, 
he will suffer from that discour^ment which checks 
fiitore exertions. 

Yet, by distinguishing in any manner between 
diose who do well and those who do ill at school, 
it is said by some, we necessarily excite emula- 
ti<WL That this effect is often produced I knpw. 
The case is one of extreme difiiculty. I wish the 
passion were out of the way, and that we might get 
along without it. Who can tell me how it may be 
done diall be "mfAz Magnus ApoUoJ^ The same 
difficulties arise in college as at school. Appointments 
are often given erroneously :. for after you have mea- 
sured the candidates you cannot alwajrs tell which is 
the tallest; and the decisions made are very apt to 
produce dissatis&ction. I am aware of the difficulties, 
and have looked about every way to see how I might 
get round them. 

What shall we do ? What course ought we to pur- 
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sue in thk college ? Shall we give a^K)iatments to all ? 
If we were to adopt this course, we should want the 
kM^ day, ^^niiich the Chinese tell us was as long as tea, 
to hear all our (HiblifC exercises at tlie comm^ioeiiient. 
But suppose we should limii each speaker to two or 
thr^ minutes. Their productions would seem to the 
audience of equal value with the land which a country- 
boy told a traveller his £ither possessed — ^^ Now we are 
in it," said he, "and now we are out of it." But 
another ^n which has been suggested is, to have fHri- 
vate conunencements. This has been several times 
tried fixrmerly, and the country was in an uproar. But 
suppose this difficulty to be surmounted, and that the 
paiAsi were content with the plan t of what value would 
such 'exhibitions prove ? Who could know an3rthing 
about them, or of the character or prop?ess of the stii- 
delats? The college would be a cloister. The students 
no doubt would say it was a good one, and the instruc- 
tors would say they had good pupils. I can think of 
only one more plan, and that is that the faculty should 
takse the exhibition npoa themselves. The officers 
m^ht martial themselves upon the stage, and do as 
well as they could. I would preach a sermon. 

The truth is^ we do x»>t give appointments for the 
sake of exciting emulation, any more tiian governments 
confer trusts and offices for that purpose. Their objects 
are good, and so are ours. If you condenm us for en 
coutaging emulation, you should condemn a govern- 
ment, by which power and influence are oommittedJx) 
individuals fyt the pubiio benefit, because evil passions 
are thus excited among the ambitious. Collie appoiat- 
mei^ are oanfened tfor good ends : the pnnci^e is 
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ri^t, but the sinful world, as in many other cases, may 
make it an occasion for evil. I do not recollect that I 
ever designed to excite emulation in the mind of any 
student ; but I have often done it. If I never tell one 
that he has done well, when such is the feet, I do pal- 
pable injustice. 

Emulation I condemn : I think it is a wicked pas- 
sion, and the cause of great evil. I wish to see all ac- 
tuated by this desire : to do the best they can for the 
glory of their Creator. This desire, however, is not 
generally found in the minds of the young : and it is 
in vain to appeal to a feeling which does not exist, so 
that a teacher cannot excite it as he would. But if it 
did exist, the pupil would want to know whether he had ' 
done well or ill, and would need to be told. 

I believe that most good instructors, in distin- 
guishing between their pupils, have no other object 
in view than this : they mean only to inform them who 
have done well and who have not. This has always 
been my object and it is so now. I have no favorites. 
I know none of the distinctions which are sometimes 
made between individuals, and are regarded as impor- 
tant. Every one who will do his duty is sure of 
my good will. I have sometimes told a desponding 
youth, that he had done well, or was capable of doing 
well, and it has given him much encouragement. 

On this subject I have often reflected. I have at- 
tended to all the arguments ; and, for aught I know, 
impartially. I would carefully avoid emulation; I 
would get along without it as &x as possible, and as 
long as I could : but how we can prevent its existence 

entirely I do not know, any more than in the state. 

14* 
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We must have government, though govemmeat cannot 
exffit ivithout distinctions in society. The evils atten- 
dant on emulation spring out of causes vdiich we can- 
not oitirely control. 



DISPUTE XXII. 

February IQlb, 1814. 

Question. Bos the diseovery of America hem beneficial f 

Remark 1st. The Spanish provinces have very few 
slaves. ' The natives of the countries which Spain poss- 
esses abroad, are generally made use of to perform the 
tasks elsewhere allotted to slaves ; but in many eases 
they are employed in the mechanical and fine arts. 
Some of them have risen to high offices in the state. 
They are, however under laws which, so far as I have 
heard, are bad. 

Remark 2d. The; mere calling of anything luxuri- 
ous makes no difference in the amount of enjoyment it 
confers. If I take more enjoyment in an embroidered 
coat than in a black one, you may call it luxurious as 
much as you please : to me the enjoyment will still be 
greater. But I might inquire, what is luxury ? This is 
a question difficult to determine. Is eating oat meal or 
smoked herrings luxury ? They may be thought so 
und« certain circumstances. When herrings were 
scarce, once on a time it is said, a poor family had one 
suspaided over the middle of the table, and while they 
ate their oatmeal bread were obliged to content them- 
selves with pointing at the fish. Is oatmeal and point, 
(as they call it,) luxury 1 To some roast beef is not 
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esteemed as such. Then what is luxury? You may! 
say that it is wliat is not necessary — ^what is supeifla- 
ous. But roast beef is in one sense necessary : for those 
who eat it are more healthy than those who have no- 
thing but smoked herrings, and still more~so than those 
who hve on food inferior to that. This opinion, I know, 
is opposed to the common belief: but it is a fact, that 
tjiey who abound in the conveniencies of Ufe, are fer 
more healthy than those who are deprived of them. 
When I first went to live at Greenfield, I thought that 
the chubby-faced boys who went out barefoot on the 
ice, were the healthiest. But I found the poor people by 
fer the most sickly. What is often called luxury is 
necessary to us. I do nqt mean that it should not be 
used with judgment and caution, for it is indispensably 
important that we should avoid its abuse. Great evils 
arise firom the improper use of luxuries. Sedentary men 
eat one-third more than laboring men ; and yet I believe, 
after paying much attention to the subject, that they 
cannot bear one half as much without injury. Students 
go from their rooms to dinner, eat a great deal, and then 
return to their rooms : while laborers, if you will watch 
them, you will find, are soon satisfied, and derive the ftili 
benefit fi'om their food^ The appetite of the former is a 
diseased appetite : that of the latter the appetite of na- 
ture. You will find men who declaim much about 
moderation, sumptuary laws, <fec. but do you look at 
their dress and their food, and you will often find that 
they love good clothes and good victuals as well as any 
body. Solomon tells us that " it is good and comely for 
one to eat and to drink and to enjoy the good" (not the 
bad) " of all his labor that lie taketh under the sun." 
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What is commonly called luxury is no more evil when 
not loved inordinately, or improperly used, than any 
other \isefiil thing. Honting, fishing, idleness, and 
many things else, are in some cases necessary as well 
as innooent, and become criminal only by their abuse. 

Remfork 3d. The wars in Africa have undoubtedly 
been increased by the dave trade. The old accounts 
from that continent represent the inhabitants, as compa- 
ratively a peaceful people. 

Remark 4th. There is nothing in which the Eu- 
ropeans liave made more shipwreck, than in computing 
the population of Soulh America soon after the con- 
quest. 

Remark 5th. " Slavism" is not English. If it is 
ever used, it is not by a workman, but by an appren- 
tice. 

DECISION. 

Several of yon have remarked, young gentlenian> 
that this is a difficult questipn to answer. There are 
two species of difficulty which we here have to encoun^ 
ter : one arising from the variety of subjects embraced ; 
another from the necessity of making a computation of 
things and circumstances which probably might have 
existed if America had not been discovered. When the 
question is discussed, those who engage in the dispute 
generally take strong hold of one side or the other of 
the subject. One, for instance, takes the slave trade, 
and tells you that the evils which this cause has intro- 
duced, exceed alone all the advantages produced by 
the discovery of this continent Another will tell you, 

» 

that the sufferings brought upon .the inhabitants of 
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South America by the Spaniards, were &r more than 
sufficient to outweigh the benefits conferred on the world 
by bringing to light a new continent. But these are 
only imperfect views of the subject. There are many 
moral and physical evils, and many moral and physi- 
cal advantages, beside those which have been referred 
to, which have flowed from the same ceruse. 

I. And first, I will consider the arguments on the 
negative side of the question. 

When the slave trade was established it was be- 
lieved to have a humane object, and to be calculated to 
confer great benefits on those transported from Africa. 
The question was never seriously discussed for a long 
time, and first began to be examined when I was about 
twenty years of age. But when we consider it now, 
how many evils do we see of its production ! How 
many wars may have been produced among the Afri- 
can tribes by the encouragement offered by the slave 
trade ! It is very difficult to form an estimate of the 
number of slaves made : it is sufficient for our present 
purpose, that it was perfectly enormous. Besides, it 
is agreed that about one half of those who were ship- 
ped for transportation to America, died on the passage. 
Here then is a vast and wanton waste of human life, 
unauthorized by reason and religion. But, beside 
this, it is to be considered that the worst passions of 
men are bolstered up by holding slaves ; and the 
amountof this part of the evil effects of the slave trade 
it is also impossible to ascertain with precision. Some 
little allowance is mdeed to be made, for cases in which 
Africans brought to America might have been in bond- 
age at home, or bave been ma^e more comfortable 
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here than they would have been in their own country, 
as well as for those in which individuals have become 
Christians : but, these are of trifling importance to the 
question. 

As to the Mexicans, who suffered so much from 
their conquerors, I think their condition has, on the 
whole, been improved, because they are less slaves now 
than they were under their princes. They have now 
their prc^rty secured by law, which is incomparably 
better than to be without laws. The Spaniards destroyed 
many of them at the conquest : but tlie number of lives 
lost has been extremely exaggerated by European wri- 
ters. 

The Abbe Clavigero says, that the Mexicans for- 
merly sacrificed twenty thousand human victims annu- 
ally to their gods, beside those sacrificed at the corona- 
tion of their princes, on which occasions war was al- 
ways made. Their country has now been in the pos- 
session of the Spaniards for three hundred years : and 
on the estimate above made, six miUions of persons 
have been saved from butchery at the regular sacrifices. 
This is a greater number, I have nd doubt, than the 
Spaniards destroyed. The Uves lost in war in three 
c^tunes might have increased this number to nine 
millions. 

With regard to the Peruvians I am not well inform- 
ed ; but I beUeve that the evils brought on their coun- 
try also by the Spaniards have been greatly magnified 
by historians. Some of the views which have been 
pablished in relation to the condition of Spain are very 
erroneous. A writer whom I have read with interest, 
states, th&t die evils endured in Spain are less owing 
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to the kii^ than to the church, by which gxeat weakh 
is possessed whicli should be in other hands. A 
system Uke this extending throughout the kingdono, 
shows truly a miserable state of society. The king 
of Spain, to whom many of the abuses have been 
attributed, is gulled by a fayorite minister, who makes 
him believe that his subjects are the happiest in 
Europe. Though his greatest ambition is to kill a 
deer or to cook a break&st, he is a benevolent, man. 
When he travels, he is delighted with the appearance of 
every thing at the inns, for they are prepared before 
hand. The circumstances in which Spain is placed 
appear to me sufficient to account for the state of socie- 
ty which there exists. The evils under which she la- 
bors, are such as no nation could struggle with. It is 
often said that the possession of the American colo- 
nies ruined Spain, by aflfording her an immense 
amount of gold. But the Dutch and the English have 
both been vastly richer than the other nations of Eu- 
rope, and their conamerce has been a far richer mine 
than the Indies. It, is not therefore analogical to sup- 
pose that the Indies have ruined Spain* 

With regard to the extermination of the Indians in 
the United States, to take a general view of its effects, 
suppose that the happiness of men in a country is 
proportioned to the' number of inhabitants : in a sfaort 
time after the arrival of Europeans there were as many 
white men as red. The settlers of New-England long 
bought of the Indians all the land which they obtained, 
and gave them as much as the Indians sold it for to 
each other ; and then allowed them to hunt upon i* as 
before. I am sensible that very different accounts have 
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»en given in regard to this subject, but I know the 
acts. The land, which was then ptirchased for a txir 
hi is now m many eases of great value : but this is 
nring to the change of circumstances. It was reaUy 
)f little value at the time of the purchase. 

The first settlers of Springfield, Blassachusetts, were 
deven in number. One of them was a tailor, and ano- 
fcer a carpenler. The carpenter bought a tract of land 
Aiee miles square, which is how worth a great deal of 
ODDey. it bapp^ed that on one occasion, wanting a 
Wit, he offered to give the tailor either a wheel-barrow 
or his land to make him one. There was nothing 
wi^Hig or imreasonable in this offer, or in the tailor's 
preferring the wheel-barrow if he chose it. The soil, 
in the state and imder the circumstances then existing, 
was perhaps worth less than the coat. The forest was 
standing, and it would possibly have cost as much to 
dear it, as the land was worth ten years afterwards. In 
some countries water is sold for money. Why is it not 
an article of trade with us ? Because we have an abun- 
dance. 

The settlers of New-England have been charged 
with severity towards the Indians : but no Europeans 
ever treated any nation with half the equity or humani- 
ty with which the New-Englanders treated the natives 
of America.- 

There are now four times as many inhabitants here 
as there would have been if the continent had not been 
discovered ; and there is no less of happiness, and no 
less of morals. This subject I have often relSected on, 

and have searched to the bottom. I am convinced that 

15 
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the discovery 'of the western continent has in this 
sped proved useful to mankind. 

n. In the second place, I shall consider the 
ments in &vor of the beneficial effects of the discov( 
of America. 

In the first place, the number of people in E 
has been greatly increased in consequ^ice of the 
covery. The number of people in a country inc 
in proportion to the supply of the necessaries of 
wliich are often limited, although the labor of one- 
of the human race is beUeved to be sufficient for 
support of the whole. The discovery of America 
fiimished a large supply of the means of su 
to Europe ; and the increase of population this 
produced, we may set off against the loss of lives d» 
stroyed by the conquerors. 

In the second place, the discovery of America hai 
increased the enjoyments of those native nations of this 
continent who have survived. Commerce, which has 
been introduced by the Europeans, has in a great degree 
prevented &mines. This is one of its natural effects': 
and every man should wish to advance commerce, be- 
cause in this manner it operates greatly for the b^iefit 
of the human race. If commerce were as universal as 
it might be, famine would be entirely shi;t out firomthe 
world. The gi^eat quantity of farinaceous food and 
fish which we have exported firom the United States, has 
much reduced the precariousness of human existence 
in distant countries. 

In the third place, the discovery of America has 
made many additions to science, and brought into use 



THE DISCOVERY OP AMERICA. 165 

mnerous necessaries and conveniencies : such as va- 
ious medicines, drugs, sugar, &c. <fcc. The art of 
livigation has been greatly improved, and the preser- 
vation of many lives has been the consequence. A voy- 
Ige to the West hidies from Europe is now considered 
we ; and much longer voyages are performed with but 
Itale risk. By the numerous discoveries made in geo- 
graphy, we have increased our enjoyments: for the 
^owledge of it affords us as much pleasure as most of 
ifcose things usually coveted by man. On our knowledge 
®f geography our astrpiiomy is founded. The science 
of the earth : the knowledge of its figure, parts, mate- 
rials and phenomena, is the foundation of our know- 
ledge of astronomy. And what ideas does astronomy 
give us of God! 

In the fourth place, the discovery of America has 
also improved the humane character of men, and afford- 
ed many moral benefits to the human race. It has not 
only enlarged our knowledge and stimulated our minds : 
it has not only shed light on important subjects, such 
as the common origin of the human family, of which 
we know a great many more fiicts than could have been 
known in ancient times ; but you will find it usefiil to 
observe how the character and moral condition of man 
We been affected. 

This subject will lead you, young gentlemen, into 
an usefiil track ; and you may make the consequences 
of the discovery of our continent the theme pf usefiil 
consideration, even if you do not ultimately decide the 
question. 






DISPUTE XXIII. 

Febniaiy SU, 1814. 

Question, h resistance to Government ever justifiable f 

Remark 1st St. Paul says, that he who resists 
government, universally, resists the ordinance of God : 
but he who makes jusi exceptions does no wrong. 

Remark 2d. Taxes are lawful, unless they are im- 
lawfully great, unlawfully gathered, or imlawfuUy ap- 
plied. Yet nothing is so much resisted as taxes. I do 
not care half so much about taxes as about the accumu- 
lation of the national debt. Men hate to pay their mo- 
ney : that is the truth about it. When a parish are 
called upon, by the ruin of their meeting-house, to build 
another, especially if they have not had a mitiistei* for 
a long time, they cannot possibly do it : they are not 
able. But it is often the fiict, that after a church 
been erected, some disaffection arises on account o 
spot where it is placed, or from some other cause, 
a spirit is excited, under the influence of which more 
money is obtained, and the people who at first thought 
themselves too poor to build one, are soon furnished 
with two, and that without any diflSiculty. Selfish feel- 
uigs prevail in a great many cases in relation to differ- 
ent subjects, though principle is sometimes pleaded. 

15* 
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Remark 3d. There is no such word as preventa- 
tive : preventive is what you want. 

Remark 4th. There never was a more perfect moon- 
shine doctrine than that which asserts that Adam gave 
to one of his posterity the right of governing. Whom 
has it descended to ? Whoever will show me the man 
shall be " mihi Magnus ApolloJ\ 

Remark 5th. We admire the Romans : but there 
never was a more brutal nation than they. They con- 
quered all the countries they could, and all they gave 
the people in return was their arts^to compensate them 
for killing, multitudes. , When they had nothing else to 
destroy, thqy killed one another. They Had the spirit 
of a family I once knew, of whom it was said, that they 
were always attacking each other, unless a stranger 
came among them, and then they attacked him. 

Remark 6th. With regard to Oliver Cromwell, I 
have some observations to make* I do not justify 
Cromwell in many things, but he has beeai thrown 
down too low by the English. He was a great man and 
e:^alted the nation. Charles was a mean-spirited man. 
I have lately seen sonae of the letters which passed be- 
tween the courts of France and England, from which 
I have derived information* Charles received a pension 
frqpi France, merely to serve their purposes. I do not 
jffttify Cromwell : but the British rail at him. A female 
loiter has misrepresented hipa to the eyes of our coun- 
trymen. There are but two characters in her books : 
they are all white, or all black. There are no streaked 
ones among them : whereas the human character is ge- 
nerally streaked. We see np spot : not even a light one, 
in her friends. She sweeps with two brooms : one is 
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the bescHn of destruction, and the other the one which 
sweeps into the gamer. The English, in their .dislike 
of Cromwell, s^eem to regret the prosperity which he 
brought upon them. 

Rem&rk 7th. Much of the vital religion in England 
is said to have been owing to Whit6field and Wesley. 
Religion is now in great repute in that country. Tbi^ 
is proved by die &ct, that princes of the blood come out 
and say, that tfaey get more honor by countenancing 
religion than by any things else. 

Remark 8th. DSxwell, Goffe and Whalley I be- 
lieve were good men, and they thought they did right : 
I think they did wrong. 

DECISION. 

This point has beent controverted not a little by so- 
ber, worthy men. Paley has endeavored to establish 
the doctrine that wherever the quantum of good to be 
gained by a rebellion is greatest, the subject has a right 
to rebel. Thi$ has been thou^t monstrous. I have 
paid attention tathe question, and have often made it a 
subject of reflection for a number of years. I observe 
that the objectors content themselves with declaiming 
against the doctrine, without entering into a discussion 
of it. They pronounce it monstrous, without answer- 
ing it by argument But we are not satisfied with dixit 
firom any man — ^we receive it only fi:om the Creator. 
The man who makes an assertion maybe very good and 
very wise, and yet err. " Humanum est ciarare." Mf. 
Locke is erroneous in his Social Compact Though 
right on many subjects, he has not proved that the mind 
does not always think, nor that the Social Compact ex- 



170 DISPUtE TWENTY-THIRD. 

ists. On this subject, as on all others, I would examine 
cajefiilly and independently. 

It is undoubtedly the duty of men to submit to go- 
vernment : but, is it always necessary to submit? The 
Ten Tribes departed from Rehoboam, and yet they are 
not censured for it in the Scriptures. Nothing can be 
found which clearly proves that God meant to censure 
them for it ; and from the silence of the Scriptures in 
relation to the subject, it may at least be inferred that the 
revolt was not considered as a very great crime. The 
English writers find feult with Paley for making every 
man his own judge in the case. 

Subjects are bound to obey their rulers. St. Paul 
says : " Let every soul be subject to the higher powers." 
The only question, therefore, for us to determine is, how 
far does this duty go ? It is certain, 

1st. That subjects are not bound to obey their 
rulers, when the rulers command what the laws do not 
require. 

2d. Men are not bound to obey magistrates acting 
contrary to the will of God and the Scriptures. This 
I take to be the true nleaning of the declaration of St. 
Peter and St. Paul, when, after having been released 
from prison, they continued to preach. " Whether we 
ought to obey God rather than men," cannot be ques- 
tioned. 

We are bound to fix in the mind the obligation of 
obeying magistnates generally, for this is a duty except 
ill certain extreme cases. Let us therefore inquire 
whether a nation is bound to resist rulers when they 
are seriously encroaching on their Uberties. I do not 
here mean to suppose the people to have a prospect of 
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acquiring liberty for the first timCj but of recovering it 
after having been deprived of it. I believe that resist- 
ance in such a case is perfectly agreeable to the will of 
God. The question appears to be a clear one.; and 
every nation, in such circumstances, would undoubt- 
edly reason in the following manner : — Despotism is al- 
ways found injurious to happiness; the fireside is 
embroiled by it, personal happiness is destroyed ; and 
the happiness of individuals forms the happiness of the 
country. Each man's happiness is of the same worth 
in the sight of God, and that of the subject, in his 
view, is equal to that of the ruler. Should the happi- 
ness of a whole people then be endangered for the 
pleasure of one, two, or ten ? In vain are we made 
children, firiends, or parents, if we cannot fiilfil the 
duties of those relations. But tyrants have ever de- 
prived men of this power. They have withered all 
eiiergy among their people. They have imposed a 
most abominable system of evils upon religion. Doubt- 
less bad men must be served by bad men,, and the in- 
fluence of evil is extended by them far and wide. Like 
the damp of the cavern, tyrants have slowly extin- 
guished all life and hght. 

One example of resistance to bad governors is given 
by God. Profane history furnishes many others. 

Nations are bound to take aU possible care of their 
liberty and happiness. 



DISPUTE XXIV. 

Ttbnuj S3d- 

Question, ^re Theatres beneficial f 

Remark 1st. Nothing can be derived from the moral 
character of Shakspeare in favor of the stage. He was 
accused of stealing deer in the early part of his Ufe, 
and was punished by a magistrate, whom he is supposed 
to have ridiclded in the character of Shallow. His 
writings abound with exceptionable passages : and I 
advise you, if you buy them, to get that edition which 
is called the Family Shakspeare. Many things should 
be taken out of his plays. The English have a great 
propensity to print every shred of their great men. They 
have published every thing that Dryden ever wrote ; 
and as he hved at a time when society was grossly vi- 
cious, his works were tinctured with the taste of the day. 
I believe he greatly regretted some of his works late in 
life: but his publishers have preserved all. Such a 
course is as reasonable as it would be for a man who 
might wish me to purchase his farm, to lead me through 
every slough it might contain. 

Remark 2d. Christianity has had no great eflfect on 
the theatres of England or on those of France. The 
German plays are "whited sepulchres: fiiU of dead 
men's bones and all uncleanness." 
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Rem€trk 3d. Idleness is not merely inactivity : it is 
doing nothing useful. 

Remark 4th. It is not the disposition of men to seek 
to be loved, but to be admired ; and dramatists usually 
regard it in depicting their heroes. The rake is repre- 
sented as po3sessed of every thing that mankind admire. 
He has gracefiilness, beauty, j&rmness of character, and 
other qualities calculated to excite admiration ; and after 
a course of immorality, he is generally married to a so- 
ber and deserving young lady, and then becomes re- 
formed. Hence it has, to some extent, grown into a 
proverb, that a reformed rake makes the best husband : 
tliat is, strip a fiend of his horns and hoofe and he will 
make the best man. 

Remark 5th. The Jewish proverb may be applied 
with much force to players, when they argue in fevor 
of the moral tendency of the stage : " Physician, heal 
thyself" 

Remark 6th. The Scriptures do not forbid plays, 
because such a prohibition in them would have been 
unnatural. The writers had nothing to do with the 
theatre, and so it was with their followers. Persons 
engaged in the representation of plays, in eaijy times, 
were not admitted into the Christian church. 

Remark 7th. Some years since exertions were 
made to estabUsh theatres in this state. Players and 
plays were introduced, and many persons advocated 
them, and endeavored to perpetuate them. Two of 
my Mends were very zealous for the stage, and were 
convinced that they should be able to reform it : but I 
argued against it, and laughed at their plan from the 
first. They said that the theatre would exist in spite 
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of any opposition, anchhat a reformation might be made, 
which would correot its evil tendency and render it 
usefiiL After sotne time, those who had been most 
warmly interested in favor of the stage began to cool, 
but were very unwilling to give up the point. About a 
twelvemonth afterwards I saw both my two friends, 
when they acknowledged that it could never be reform- 
ed. It was but a short time after, when the inhabitants 
of Hartford no longer permitted their children to attend 
the theatre. They dare not allow them any more to 
witness the exhibitions. 

DECISION. 

Theatres are defended, young gentlemen, as being 
^sources of instruction, sources of eloquence^ schools for 
morals, plac€te of innocent amusement, &c. 

As they are principally defended as sources of en- 
tertainment, I shall consider them last under that point 
of view. 

1st It is said that theatres are sources of instruc- 
^ ti(m. What instruction ? 

In the first place, they afford imperfect exhibitions 
of human nature. Shakspeare's. tragedies are to be 
excepted from among other plays from this remark : but 
tonffiaon tragedies are sullen exhibitions of passion. 
The facts and circumstances represented are fiir 
: from the truth. Comedies are generally more like 

Mtore. 

I In the second place, dramas represent characters in 

situations in which they do not belong: they present 

I "rtce in garbs not its own, and virtue in deformities 

which are foreign to its natui^. There is sometimes 
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truth to be found in dmmas, but sddom any, and never 
much. 

2d. We are told that theatres are schools of do- 
qu^ce. They are not. The doquence of the theatie 
is the manner of exhibiting unnatural passions in an 
unnatural manner. The whole influence of the stage 
is to corrupt eloquence. 

3d. It is said that the theatre is a school of mora- 
lity. I have never read a comedy which a Christian 
could read without pain, except one: that is the 
Heiress, by General Burgojrne. Almost all otheis are 
grossly inmioral. They are such as an apostle would 
not suffer to be read : and what an apostle would not 
approve certainly could not be moral. We must not 
set up a standard of morality for ourselves : it is al- 
ready fixed ; and the morahty of the stage must be 
tried by it. The theatres present in arfascinating light 
the motives for following the dictates of passion : the 
very thing which the Scriptures do not approve. 
They command that passicm be not obeyed. . The 
ends of these two courses are essentially different : the 
one leads to eternal happiness, the other to eternal mise- 
ry. Now I would enquire of the advocates of the stage^ 
where is your morality in the theatre ? They assert, I 
know, that on the stage you see vice in its natural de- 
formity. So you do in a jail : but you would not take up 
your abode there for the sake of being instructed by it 
I prohibit my children from associating with vicious 
young men. Why ? They would see vice in its natural 
deformity in their company : but vice cannot be seen 
without danger. But in the theatre vice is not so exhi- 
bited. You season it up, and spice it to make it as agree- 
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able as possible ; and who^vt)iald not eat it? And who 
especially of those who go for the Tery purpose ? 
You dress a fiend in brocade, and offer him to the 
young for their companion and example. 

He who sends a child to a theatre risks his soul. 

DECISION. CONCLUDED ON A SUBSEaUENT DAY. 

On the former occasion I considered theatres, to 
aome extent, as sources o( moraUty. There are lights 
in which the morality of the stage is to be canvassed, 
which I have not yet given you. 

1st. The acting of plays adds materially to the 
sources of corruption which spring in the theatre. 
Even if the plays were less exceptionable than they 
are, the appearance of men and women in dresses not 
belonging to their sex would have an immoral tenden- 
cy. It is unnecessary to discuss a subject of this na- 
tore to any extent \ and indeed to pursue it would be 
indecent here. You cannot but perceive that the 
iiequent changing of dresses, the scenery, the scenes, 
the language often used, the hour of the night, the 
fiivorable reception given by a large audience to every 
vicious sentiment, must altogether have a bad tenden- 
cy. You must be sensible also, if not you may be 
assured, that more powerftil impressions are made on 
the mind by such scenes between ten and three o'clock 
at night, than at any other part of the twenly-four 
hours. If you have attended to the state of the feelings 
in the hours appropriated to sleep, you must have ob. 
served a marked difSsrence betwe^i them then and in 
the day time. If you have set up late and conversed 
with your friends in an afiectianate masmar till past 
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midnight, you must have found your feelings more 
excited than during the day* 

2d. You must observe that sympathy is brought 
powerfully into operation in the theatre. The specta- 
tors and the actors are withdrawn from the rest of the 
world, and shut up by themselves in a large, splendid 
and brilliant edifice. Approbation and dislike are 
audibly expressed by clapping and hissing, and the 
combined sounds increase the feelings in their expres- 
sion. Audiences in theatres have often become vio- 
lently excited. All are exposed to the same influences 
at the same time ; and thoughts and feelings are simulta- 
neously communicated to all. Bonaparte is not safe in 
the French theatres, nor are tlie royal femily of England 
in those of London. The excitement at a theatre is 
generally a bad one. The gallery controls the house^ 
and the influence exerted by it is conamonly a vicious ' 
one. And it is from the love of an unnatural and inju- i 
rious excitement that the theatre is frequented. Peo- 
ple go on account of the scenery, the company, the 
hour of the night, the splendid dresses of the perform- 
ers, the brilliancy of the scene^ the multitudes assem- 
bled. They say that in these consist the advantages of 
witnessing the performance of a play, over the perusal 
of it in a book. They do not find at home the same 
excitement as in the theatre, and therefore they prefer 
the latter. But let it be shown that they are lawfi:^ 
feelings. Persons in a large assembly will endure lan- 
guage and sentiments which they would be ashamed of 
elsewhere. Vicious sentiments and language have thus 
obtained a footing on the stage, and the character of 
plays has become quite intolerable. I am informed 
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&at such performances as are made in London, even 
when the royal fiimily and the nobility attend, are per- 
fectly abominable : modest men cannot look on without 
blushing. It was the evident and rapid corruption of 
the theatre at Hartford, which led to its suppression in 
t)ae state of Connecticut. 

3d. The actors and actresses are beings as polluted 
as it is possible for the mind to conceive of. I took up 
in Beers & Howe's bookstore a book called " The 
Green Boom," which is a panegyric on players by their 
Mends. Every character mentioned in it to which I 
adverted, was guilty of crimes, not merely of an ordi- 
nary description, but such as we call gross and abomi- 
nable. They would never have been ^admitted into the 
society of sober men in this country. A gentleman of 
this town was in New- York soon after the theatre was 
founded there after the Revcdution, and uniformly con- 
demn^ the plan, whenever it became the subject of 
conversation in his presence ; and although accused by 
some with illiberality, persisted in his opinions. He 
once remarked, that one objection to theatres they could 
not question, which was the immoral lives of the actors 
and actresses; and after some opposition they were 
obliged to confess that such was the fact. This has 
always been the character of players. The primitive 
Christians would not baptise them ; and in Roman Ca- 
tholic countries they have been denied burial in holy 
jrround. Rousseau, (and he was not a strait-laced mo- 
ralist,) says of actors, that they ought to be excluded 
firmn decent society. 

It will be said that Garrick and a few other indi- 
viduals of the profession, have maintained good moral 

16* 
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characters. Of these cases it can only be said, that 
they are exceptions to a rule nearly general. A most 
popular player in this country was a sot. The vicioiis 
character of pkyers has been acknowledged in aU 
countries where theatres ha^e existed. We hear them 
sometimes called schools of morals : but it is a kind of 
schools in which Satati has turned schoolmaster,- and 
we may be sure he will not teach our children any thing- 
good. • . 

4th. Who go to thea^tres,? Sdmetimes individtfab 
x>f the first character. Respectable examples a^ 
sometimes quoted in this country : but this is a poor 
justification for imitating such an example^ Men of 
character have sometimes become intoxicated, and com- 
mitted fi'auda and other crimes ; but this does not prove 
such practices to be right. We are bound to follow 
Paul so far as he follows Christ: not in his dispute 
with Barnabas. Error and sin are committed by the 
best of men; and the Scripture says that though the 
good man fall he shall rise again. Qood men &It 
when they attend theatres. 

Now I observe that atmost the whole Christian 
world have opposed the stage. We. cannot well sup- 
pose a case in which the voice of Christianity could be 
more distinctly expressed in opposition than it has been 
in this : it has been far more loudly expressed against 
it than against the African slave trade : Ikr more thsai 
against persecution. 

But of whom does the company attending theatres 
consist ? It is well known to be made up of men sonie 
of whom are decent, some are nearly profligate, and 
many are quite so.- And what is the consequence? 
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Many passages in the plays which excite the cry of 
" Encore," cannot be read in a decent private company. 
This is a blot on human nature : it makes a man 
ashamed that he belongs to the same species with 
his fellows. 

But it is said that ladies of reputation attend the 
theatre. We know that persons of fashion are fasci- 
nated with pleasure, and suffer themselyes to be misled 
far from duty by the current of the world. Many no 
doubt mispend their time at tilie play, who, if they had 
(he judgment and firmness to choose better employments 
might become heirs of salvation. The influence of ex- 
ample has been exerted upon them: they are assured by 
their friends, perhaps by their parents, that there is no 
breach of propriety in listening to corrupt expressions 
or vicious sentiments ; they are told that such a prac- 
tice is compatible with respectable, refined society ; and 
that the tendency of the theatre is decidely moral. 
They hear the language of vice firom the stage, it is 
applauded by the wealthy and the fashionable : a strong 
current sets in favor even of the pollutions of the thea- 
tre : what shall they do ? They blush : they are ridi- 
culed, they are pointed at for their squeamishness. 
Their parents go — ^their brothers go — ^they may hesi- 
tate, they may disapprove, and almost determine not to 
yield : but their resolution and their reluctance are at 
length overcome, and they also go, with as little com- 
punction, as to a dinner. Many persons there are who 
become disgusted with the grossness and immorality of 
the theatre, and forsake it. A few years ago I was in 
New-York, at a time when the stage was in very low 
. repute. It was so far deserted, that the players were 
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obliged to suspend their performances, and went to 
Charleston to await the influx of strangers. 

But I might fairly call on the advocates of theaties 
to prove some of their positions. They insist that the 
influence of the stage is moral : but they do not prove 
it to be so by any evidence. If such were its tendency, 
we should see its good effects. In France the theatres 
exercise more influence than in any other country : bat 
you might as well undertake any other impossible task 
as to find morality proceeding from them. It would be 
like looking for a needle in a sand-bank. Look at the 
state of the French stage, the character of the players, 
the nature of the most popular dramas, the audiences 
and the results. In the theatres of Paris what senti- 
ments are expressed and applauded ! The worst prin- 
ciples are avowed, profaneness is familiar to the ears of 
the spectators ; and to morality profaneness is the Upas 
tree ; it kills as far as its exhalations extend. 

Can such sources produce good morality ? I know 
of no play in existence which ought to be perused by 
St. Paul. I would have the morality of the Gospel : 
I know no other. 

And what are the agents by whom the boasted mo- 
ral influence of the theatre is said to be exerted ? They 
are objects of perfect loathing, and are rendered so by 
their occupation and their audiences. 

5th. Theatres are said to be necessary as sources of 
entertainment. This appears like an extraordinary 
pretension, after the view we have taken of the nature 
and influence of the stage. To adn^iit it would be to 
suppose that God has not furnished men with suflGLcient 
sources of amusement : that he has not allowed them 
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«uch means of recreation as may be used without 
making them worse. If such were in fact the case, 
I i^ould hope he would not condemn us. 

But the tu-guments above aUuded to in favor of .tJiea- 
tres, are not those which induce people to attend them. 
Theatres are very dehghtfiil and attractive : here the 
secret is. If men took no pleasure in them these rea- 
sons TV'ould not be found in their mouths. We act too 
much according to our wishes, and then seek to justify 
ourselves. If man took no pleasure in sin, he would 
not be sinful : if he took pleasure in hoUness he >vould 
be holy. But let us take another view of this part of 
die question. 

For whom are theatres to be amusements ? For 
sedentary or active men ? 

In the first place, for sedentary men the theatre af- 
fords a very imjM'oper kind of amusement. This class of 
persons have too Uttle bodily exercise while at their 
daily employments. Here is a man who has sit too 
much already at some mechanical occupation, and he 
ats several hours longer because he has sit too much^ 
Here is a student who has wearied his mind by study, 
and you taRe him for recreation, to a theatre. Nothing 
keeps the mind so much upon the stretch as a play : 
the feelings are excited, and the attention is fixed. Is 
this the way to restore vigor to the mind? 

In the second place, ^th regard to active people. 
Is sitting up till two or three o'clock a way to prepare 
a man, wearied with labor, for working on the follotiring 
day ? I have always supposed that rest was necessary 
for an active man at the close of day. 
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Theatres are not necessary amusements to meci 
either of active or sedentary habits : but I will tell you U> 
whom they appear necessary. It is to fashionable, ga^r 
people, who are absolute nullities as to any benefit they 
ever confer on other men. But I have no interest in 
amusing such men. If I were king, I would set them 
at work. I would administer the Holland remedy : pot 
them into a cistern and let in a stream of water ; and if 
they would not pump it out they might drown. I know- 
no charity for lazy people : I know no law which bnufe 
US to feed those who will not work. They yawn and 
gape, and stretch their hands and say : " When will the- 
day be gone ?" While they live they do no good ; audi 
when they die, they will not be lamented by the world 
around them. But there are serious objectionts to th^ 
theatre, to which I hare not yet alluded. It is very 
expensive. The money expended^on the New-York 
Thea^e alone, would support all the ministers of the 
gospel in any coimty in this state. No rmxk has a 
right to wrap his talent in a napkin and bury it in the 
earth, and not put it to his Maker's service ; and pro- 
perty is one of the talente for which we are account- 
afele. Theatres require a great expense in builefing^ 
and a continued expense afterwards to support them. 
Many of those by whom the current expenses are paid 
are unable to afford the contributions they ma^e. 
Many not only of the middling but of the poorer 
classes frequent the theatre. I can give you an ex- 
ample. A friend of mine who resides in New- York 
was once applied to by a man for a dollar, on the plea 
that his fiimily had been without bread for twenty-foor 
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kours. He gave him money : but on subsequent en- 
quiry he learnt, that notwithstanding his misery, he was 
in the habit of going to the jday. 

In the next place, every person who attends the the- 
atre is greatly unfitted for the duties of the following 
day. Our duties come every day ; and we have no 
right to render the due performance of them impossible. 
What person who frequented the theatre ever attended 
to morning prayers ? And who that did not pray ever 
received a blessing? "Ask and ye shall receive." Who 
then can expect to receive if he does not ask? I 
know of no reason for ruining the next day for the 
pleasure of the night. 

But, it will be susked, shall there be no amusements ? 
1 answer, Yes : it is a part of our duty to have them. 
But the amusements must have the following character. 
1st. I insist that the amusements have their intend- 
ed effect. They are to refresh us : this is an indispen- 
sable quality. And what further will be demanded ? 
2d. There shall not be any sacrifice of duty for 
them. 

3d. They shall be lawful in themselves. 
4th* They shall imfit no person for a duty that is 
to come. They are, on the contrary, expressly intend- 
ed to fit us for duties to come. 

But another question will be asked after this reply : 
What are the amusements which possess these quah- 
ties ? I am not used to asking for or finding out amuse- 
loents : but there are many immediately ai'ound us and 
within our reach. To me nothing is more deUghtfiil 
than enlightened society. There are many agreeable 
and useful employments in which you may engage, 



186 ARE THEATRES BENEFICIAL ? 

whether in solitude or in company, in which you will 
find relaxation. I would advise you to perfect your- 
selves in writing compositions no a variety of sub- 
jects : universally, the art of writing. You will derive 
great gratification fi^om it. It is very delightfiil as I 
know by experience. Many of your amusements will 
naturally and properly be active, I take it for granted 
that in such exercises you will engage : walks, games, 
rides. They relax the mind and invigorate the body. 
Amusements of this nature are gratifying and iisefiil to 
persons of good habits and intelligence ; and a great 
recommendation of them is, that they are within the 
reach of every body, and while you engage in them you 
will neither incur great expense, nor, by your example, 
bring expense upon others. 

If these views are just, it will follow : 

First, that it is not necessary to go to theatres ; 

Secondly, that it is sinful. 

These remarks might be carried farther : but I 
would have you remember two things : 

1st. When you go to theatres, recollect that you are 
to give an account of your conduct at the last day. 

2d. Remember the character of the players j that 
the hearers produce the actors ; that we have reason 
to fear that a great proportion of the actors go to pardi- 
ti<m ; that the money of the audience is the means of 
their destruction ; and therefore that if you attend thea- 
tres, you must consider yoursdf as instrumental in 
ruining forever one or more of your ^ow-creatuies. 



DISPUTE XXV. 



Mtfcb lit 



Qnestioii. Art LawywM btn^dtd f 

Remark 1st. I should not use the adverbial sub- 
stantives therefrom, &c. unless in prayer, in deliberative 
assemblies, and on other solemn and important occa* 
sions. 

Remark 2d. You will observe that Shays, (for it is 
right to do justice to him) was not originally inclined 
to the business of insurrection in which he engaged. 
He Uved in Pelham among a set of bad men : but yet 
when the question was first proposed, whether the peo- 
ple in that part of Massachusetts should not rise in open 
opposition to the government of the states, although the 
public and private distress was very great, and he was 
one of the numerous soldiers recendy discharged from 
&e continental army, he was for some time in doubt 
what course to pursue. Indeed he for a time opposed 
the malcontents ; but at length was overcome by entrea- 
ties to take the command of a company, with a desirCi 
I bdieve, of doing good rather than harm. He retired 
to private life after the suppression of the insurrection, 
and lived in the state of New- York ; and the inhabi- 
tants of the vicinity with whom he has associated, I am 
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informed, look upon hkn as a good man. I make these 
remarks because I do not think you will ever see a per- 
son who will be as great a vindicator of him as I am. 
I was in tfie convention of Massachusetts during the 
investigation of that business, and had an opportunity 
to become acquainted with the facts. 

Remark 3d. Connecticut has not so many lawyers 
by a considerable 4isproportion, as several other states. 
It has generally been said to have a larger proportion: 
but it is not so. 

Remark 4th. I do not agree with Mr. Burke in say- 
ing, that law has a greater influence in invigorating the 
mind than all the othersciences put together. I believe 
mathematics do nuire. - But I say this of any^ science 
whatever : that if any body will spend all his taints 
upon it, he will get a vigorous mind. Every man 
speaks in superlatives of what he likes best. 

DECISION. 

Nations in a civilized state of society have resorted 
to several different ways to settle disputes between man 
and man, and between the state and the subject ; but it 
is a maxim that, for the confirmation of liberty, the peo- 
ple should be governed by knpwn laws, suited to all men 
and to all the cases which may arise amongst them : 
and not by uncertain la'ws, whose interpretation and 
appUcadon must be dependent upon the magistrate. 
Where the laws ave just and published to all, each man 
has a rule for his conduct. But this rule is necessarily 
not equally obvious to every man. The difference in 
intelligence, occupations and circumstances of individu- 
als will necessarily render som^ persons less acquaint- 
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ed with the laws than others. ,Some may be fiLmiUar 
with thetn, and able with facility to ascertain the i^- 
quisitions of law in any particular case. Others inay 
be so much disposed to obey, that their own judgment 
and feelings will sug]p[est their duty : while others will be 
so averse to them that they can hardly construe them 
aright. To a considerable portion of the eopupunity, 
tberelbre, the laws become imperfect rules. 

The circumstances of mankind present a constant 
variety. New cases are continually occurring, and 
many questions must naturally arise which "mil 
be somewhat, if not exceedingly dijSicuIt of solution. 
Wliere there is room for a diversity of opinion, where 
there is any ground for doubt, in what manner soQvea: 
.the decision may be made, one party will be dissatisfied ; 
and thus men will feel as if injustice had been done 
them. This will render them restless ; and unless they 
have some standard to which they can recur, they will 
never acknowledge the justice of what they are obliged 
to submit to. Such a state of excitement is opposed 
to peaceful neighborhoods and the good order of sor 
ciety, and is therefore to be carefiiUy guarded against. 
Our enjoyment always has sought the fireside, and 
always will. It is not to be looked for in putdio busi- 
ness, but in the family ; aiid what interferes with 
public peace endangers private happiness. There are 
naen who will never sit down satisfied to endure what 
they think injustice, though the -government itself 
should be endangered by their re^tiveness. To guard 
against evils of this kind, it has been found necessary 
to fix on some mode to determine what is just in cases 
of uncertainty ; but there has been a great difference of 
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opinion on the subject. Some nations have adopted 
the civil law, and others laws of different kinds. We 
have taken the English system, which is unUke that 
of any other country. The laws are standing, fixed, 
and known, and these are studied and explained by 
lawyers and judges, and applied by persons of good 
character and sense, not particularly instructed in tJie 
laws, yet familiar with the circumstances of the so- 
ciety, and as far as possible, fi^ from prejudices. 
Such men as are best acquainted with the laws, it is 
the custom to call in to occupy the bench ; and the 
judges are presumed to be men of good judgment, and 
familiar with law. Precedents, established by respect- 
able authority, are regarded, and serve as rules for 
future direction; and under our system we have all 
our precedents in open day., I think the principles of 
the common law are the best the world has ever seen. 
It presents us several great advantages. 

There is a double authority to which you may ap- 
peal. You may appeal to your country or to your 
judges. The judges will be able to tell what is the law, 
and the jury will decide what are the facts. The judges 
in this way are a check upon the jury: when the 
jury would violate the law, the judges may send them 
out again and again, and insist upon another verdict. 
This is a great point in our system. The court is bound 
to inform the jury what the law is, and the jury are 
bound to make their decision in accordance with the law. 
The court however should never send them out after 
they have given a verdict, unless it is clearly in oppo- 
sition to the law. 

With respect to permitting persons to advocate the 
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cwses of others, that is with r^ard to the question c^ 
the establishment of lawyers, it seems to me that it is 
yery desirable and necessary. Without lawyers, it would 
be necessary that every person engaged in a laW-i^it 
should, be his own advocate, which would expose him 
to maiiy evils. One man might be a man of learning, 
weight of character, boldness, self-possession, or experi- 
ence in courts : his antagonist might be poor, modest, 
uneducated, and incapable of doing justice to himself 
and his cause in the presence of a court and jury. Our 
ancestors have therefore wisely given all persoiKs a 
right to choose their advocates ; and thus present both 
pardes with nearly an equal claim to talents, and near- 
ly on an equal footing. The advantages of this are 
very obvious ; and after it has been determiified that 
advocates are to be employed to tnanage causes, the 
next question which remains to be decided is, who shall 
these persons be 7 There is but one choice to be made : 
between the learned lawyer and the pettifogger. A 
person engaged in a law-suit will choose out of his neighs 
borhood the man he thinks best fitted to defend his 
^use. The pettifogger will resort to every trick to 
impose and circumvent, and will often pass himself oflf 
for a man of ability. Now against men of this cha- 
nicter I would warn you. Young gentlemen, I have a 
i?eneral abhorrence of quacks in every thing. I have 
often asked myself whether I was not unduly preju- 
diced against them. Perhaps I should say that I am 
naost opposed to a quack in the desk. A quack physician 
puts you to death. A quack lawyer puts the neighbor- 
hood by the ears. He examines and pries into private 

<*'Oncems, and excites jealousy and suspicion, and stimu- 
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lates to controversies, that he may find business and 
make gain. I knew one who rendered himself so obnox-- 
ious by his interference in the concerns of other peopfei 
that they resolved at length to endure him no Iqng^, and 
drove him out of town. The quack physician goes about 
into houses, talks with ignorant people, pretends to su- 
perior skill and science, and belies and de&imes those 
who are possessed of real merit. He " leads captive sil- 
ly women." The quack minister does still worse. He 
does not know what he talks about, and is of course 
unfit to instruct or to guide in the solemn and import- 
ant concerns in which he intermeddles. Some men who 
mean well, but are profoundly ignorant and greatly 
conceited, may be ranked among the class of reli- 
gious quacks. They betray their ignorance, and weak- 
ness, and disgrace religion by awkward enunciation, and 
illiterate remarks, if they do no worse. But there are 
quacks in religion far worse than these who are gross- 
ly immoral, and bring disgrace upon the office of clerT 
gymen. They are those who have climbed up " some 
other way" into the fold. ^ They pretend to what they 
are ignorant of, and endanger the interests, the most 
important interests, of those who confide in them. If 
I take my watch to a man to be repaired, I expect him 
to mend it and not to hammer it with sledges or axes. 
If you cannot find good men in the profession of 
law, if you must have bad men, let them at any rate 
be learned, and such as maintain a respectable stand- 
ing for capacity : such as have a professional charac- 
ter to lose. Bad men, destitute at the same time of 
knowledge, skill, and the regard of others, would do 
evil in many ways, in which the other would not, I 
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would rather have a hornet knock me down once, than 
have a musqueto about me six months. I don't want 
to see an ass in the trappings of a war-horse, and hear 
him bray. If I must have a bad man for a lawyer, I 
would have an intelligent orie. He will cheat me some- 
times: a pettifogger will cheat me every day out of 
my property, and, before I have done, out of my pa- 
tience and good will if 1 have any to spare. 

It is objected to lawyers, tliat their occupation and 
their interest lead them to make business for them- 
selves, by fomenting disputes among their neighbors, 
and prolonging litigation. No doubt this is sometimes 
done, and the temptation to such a pmctice is strong- 
est to those who are young and poor, and at once out 
of practice and in great need of it. If you are law- 
yers, I urge you never to resort to such conduct. Wait 
patiently until honorable employment is oifered to you. 
Your character will by and by become known ; and if 
it is upright, your succsss will be greater for the delay 
which you have submitted to. Others will descend to 
such a course as that which 1 wish you to shun ; but 
they are Uttle lawyers, and I would not have you to 
resemble them. The profession of law is indispensable. . 
In the 1st place. The practice of law is so extensive, 
and a knowledge of it requires so much study, that no 
person can possibly acquire an acquaintance with it 
' sufficient to conduct a case, without laborious study ; 
and it is better to buy study in a lawyer, than to per- 
form it yourself when you have need of its benefits. 

But you are to remember, that beside all this you 
are to have judges. These are indispensably necessary 
wherever there are laws ; and if you could dispense 
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with lawyers atid manage your own causes, you couM 
not dispense with judges to decide them. But without 
lawyers you could have no judges. The study and 
practice of law as a profession are indispensable to the 
education of a judge ; and these are to he obtaaied 
only by the course pursued by a lawyer. How are you 
otherwise to obtain judges ? Will men study law mere- 
ly for the purpose of expounding it? Suppose men 
could be found who would pursue this study without 
emolument : only a small number of them could ever 
be promoted to office on account of their eminence iu 
that branch; and who, with so uncertain prospects, 
would ever enter upon the pursuit, and undertake a 
study which demands so much time, knowing that they 
were not intended for judges ! The truth is, the only 
way to make men devote their time to it, is to give 
it to them as a business. 

In the 2d place. Your judges are men : and " hu- 
manum est errare." If there were judges without law- 
yers, the former would want that inducement to dct 
with circumspection and uprightness which is offered 
them by being exposed to the observation and 
criticism of the latter. Men are not fond of exertion, 
and generally will not make it where it is not necessa- 
ry. The man who is satisfied with what will do, trill 
never reach that point three times in his life. Ife 
will form a low standard, and be indifferienit even about 
that. But when every step taken by judges is looked 
to by lawyers, they will have to go by a line. Some of 
the most licentious men in England, when placed upon 
the bench, have been very upright in their decisions. 

In th^ 3d place. The lawyers are required to se- 
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lect and bring forward testimany. This is a difficult 
subject^ and one which demands skill and judgment. 
The la\irsr of testimony, and the whole system of evi- 
dence are necessary to be understood. The courts of 
Elngland and of this country have adopted the best 
course with regard to testimony, but one which re- 
quires attention and study. 

4th. Lawyers form a very important branch of 
society : respectable and influential. It is aisserted some- 
times, I know, that lawyers make laws to make litiga- 
tion. I have been in a legislature : I see that lawyers 
make the only unexceptionable laws. I would not give 
a groat for one which was not made by a lawyer. If 
you were to exclude lawyers from yovlt legisla^re, 
your l^islature would be lame. Other men, igno- 
rant of the purport of language when applied to laws, 
and of the operation of legal principles, cannot be trust- 
ed with making them : you must at least let your law- 
yers inspect your laws. 

5th. Men educated to the profession of law are na- 
turally led to converse with practical subjects more 
than others, at least in this country ; and you will ob- 
serve that in the United States many of the statesmen 
are lawyers. Their business leads them to speak in 
pubUc frequently, and constant exertion and practice 
render them capable of doing it well. Beside this, 
the lawyer understands the whole system of jurispru- 
dence, and he should understand also the law of na- 
tions. He who is entirely confined to the bar, it is true, 
will be a very imperfect statesman ; but if he learns 
every thing well which he has an opportunity to learn, 
he will be a good one. 
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It is a very common imputation charged against 
lawyers, tha,t they are exorbitant in . their demands: 
that they ajsk too high fees. They do not follo^w 
tlie same rule which a laborer adopts, who is paid by 
the number of hours or days in which he works ; nor 
ought they. They should be repaid the expense of 
their education, and receive some compensation for the 
pains they have taken in acquiring it. A school mas- 
ter is paid for the time and expense which the acquisi- 
tion of his knowledge has cost him, and very proper- 
ly too. A physician sometimes makes high charges 
for his professional services ; but it is to be remember- 
ed that he discriminates between the rich and the poor. 
He attends to the indigent in their necessities, he af- 
fords them council, care and medicines. They can- 
not pay, and if he should depend upon them he would 
be entirely unrewarded. The rich ought to pay for 
the poor. The physician has a right to demand for it. 
What he has done is a benefit to the individuals, but 
not only so, it is also a fevor to. the community. It 
has saved, or partly saved the necessity of contri- 
butions for their support. He has done more good 
than we have done after we have giv5en money in 
charity. 

Now let us observe how the lawyer is situated in 
tliis respect. Ought not the same principles to be re- 
garded in paying him for his services? Are they 
not regarded, and do we not find them acted upon? 
I wish to go to a lawyer, to take his advice on a subject 
of importance to me. There is one who would ask 
twenty dollars for it ; and another, who, although he 
might devote but a short time to the consideration of 
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the question, would ask forty. I consult the latter, and 
i€jadily pay him his fee. For what? Not for his trou- 
We : but for his advice, which is really of greater va- 
lue to me than any the other could give. Some per- 
sons pretend that the profession of a physician is more 
lucrative than any other emplojrment. There are in- 
stances in which lawy^s become very wealthy : but 
it is far from being the fact universally. Take them 
together, and compare their condition with other per- 
sons. Farmers in this state, I beUeve, are generally 
richer than lawyers. The merchants are richer than 
the lawyers, as a body. Why should they be? What 
tenders the lawyers of less value? And yet that they 
are inferioif m wealth is undeniable; We may fairly 
decide, after an investigation of their circumstances, 
that they are fer less wealthy, not only in this particu* 
lar part of the country, but in New- York, Philadie^hia, 
Boston, and other principal cities. 

There are among them men who will take opportu- 
nities to oppress others ; but this is the fact also in aU 
ranks of Ufe. Lawyers are a necessary component part 
of civil society, and are capable of being very valu- 
able members of it. No man can assist the poor so 
well as a lawyer ; no man will do it so often, though 
he gets nothing fo;r it. The lawyer stands between 
the oppressor and the oppressed. There was one case I 
might mention, out of many, in New- York, in which 
a lawyer displayed great generosity. A man was suf* 
feting under the oppression of an enemy, who had in- 
volved him in a serious and expensive prosecution: 
when the lawyer stepped in and protected him, like 
^n undaunted champion. 
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The lawyers, as a body, are men of worth. The 
coipmoii clamor against them I despise. It all amounts'' 
to what was said by a person against Judge Reeve. After 
having indulged in many severe expressions against all 
of liis profession, being once engaged in a law-suit, be 
applied to him to defend his cause. " But," said the 
judge, " I thought you had a very bad opinion of me." *' I 
do indeed hate lawyers," repUed he, "but not you." The 
judge inquired whether he hated this and that man, 
and in &ct any particular one? He repUed however 
in general terms, that he hated all. There are many 
who have these general prejudices without a reason to 
give for tliem. As for such general aspersions as axe 
cast on those whose profession is the Rw, ,1 would 
recommend to you to despise them. They axe too 
common. 

The lawyers in this state are generally respectable 
men : yet that the profession exposes men to tenqpta- 
tions, is true. If you are lawyers, determine you will 
not yield to them* 



DISPUTE XXVI. 

Qaestion. Which is more eondttcive to Literature y a Monarchical 
or a RepvJbliccm Form of Government f 

Remark 1st. It is often said that property is more 
^ually divided in a republic than in a monarchical 
country. This is a mere chimera. Some of the rich- 
est men in the world are in Holland, while there are also 
many poor enough to be day-laborers, and others who 
are paupers. The truth is, in no countries is the distri- 
bution of property so unequal as in repubUcs. In this 
country we talk a great deal about an equaUty of 
rights : but look at Virginia, where as much is said of 
it as any where. You will see a nabob there as truly so 
as you would find in India. He will talk about the 
equality of rights, as a state of things to be found 
only in a republic, while he has ten or twelve negro 
slaves waiting at his table. 

Remark 2d. You will observe that not only the 
government of Great Britain, but individuals in that 
kingdom, are more desirous of assisting literature than 
ia this comitry. The most we have ever received in 
this coll^ was four thousand pounds sterling. In 

Bngland an individual has recently built and endowed 
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a college himself at an expense which exceeds the 
whole amount of money ever given by individuals in 
the United States to all the colleges they contain. 

Remark 3d. There are very few men in England 
who will study at their own expense. Those who 
apply themselves for life to literary pursuits are sup- 
ported by fellowships endowed for that purpose. In 
this college we have very little to offer to poor students. 
The state will not give us so much as a house to teach 
in, although we are much in need of one. In Massa- 
chusetts there are men who give money to literary 
institutions.* 

Remark 4th. A very respectable minister in tfos 
state, who had a relation worth half a million of dol- 
lars, once requested him to educate a yormg man of 
good character, whom he recommended. He replied 
tfiat he iDould think of it — Go on young gentteman. 

Remark 5th. There ai'e few motives held up in 
this country to authors. There is little encouragement 
offered for any kind of writings except political pamph- 
lets and religious books. The former are numer- 
ous ; but there are more religious books sold than any 
otfier, a great many times told. 

Remark 6th. Science is at a very low ebb in 
Prance. One of the members of the Royal Institute 
confessed that he was unable to write a system of mo- 
rality. He acknowledged that the S3rstem adopted in 
France was indefensible; and when asked what^x^- 



* Large contributioiui have since been made for aeveral tclOegeB 
in the United SUtoi : partioiilKily Tale CoUege. 
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lalily^ is, he diew a compariscm between the laorahtf 
of Prance and thai of England, and did it in a mae* 
teriy manner. In a disquisition which he wrote on 
the subject, he declared that the foundation of mmar 
lity is disinterestednesB : but this was not a doctrine to 
be relished by the government; and as soon as the 
work was published it was sufqpressed. The govern- 
mfflit is wholly a selfish one, and would not receive 
the doctrine of disinterestedness. 

Refnark 7th. There is a general odium thrown 
upon pensions by our countrymen. It is because the 
English, before the revolution, wished to make us sup- 

> 

poet some of their p^isioners : the odium is not thrown 
on pensions in the abstract. I hate to see men, worthy 
\ of condemnation, supported by their govenunent : but 
I cannot bear to see Gen. Sinclair perched upon the 
Allegany mountains, keeping a poor tavern. It makes 
iDe feel much as if I had arazor drawn over my heart- 

I 

stnngs-T-I can't get rid of it. 

DECISION. 

The question is one concerning iaicX altogether. 
We only ask, in general, abstract language, whether 

^ monarchies or repubhes have in &ct been most fiivom- 
Ue to literature. There is no absolute principle by 
which we can determine that one or the other will 

^ prove more favorable to learning. 

We know that all the actions of men are regulated 

I by motives ; and that there always will be found men 
to perform any thing that is greatly wanted in a coun- 
try^ if the motives to induce dieir acconyliahnwnt 
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are very great. The French have held out motiTefi 
for military officers ; and what has been the conse- 
quence ? Military officers have always been found in 
France when they have been wanted, until latdy, 
when so many of them have been destroyed, and theie 
has not been sufficient time given to raise up new ones- 
The Romans always had generals and officers enou^. 
The British have never been in want of admirals : and 
since they have begun to hold out encouragement for 
land admirals they have found them. In England 
motives have always been held out in law and the- 
ology ; and neither jurists nor clergymen have been 
wanting, unless when the prince has preferred not to 
have them. There have always been enough govern- 
ment men in that country, because the rewards of- 
fered them have operated as powerful motives. The 
same result will always be found wherever sufficient 
motives are held out to men to distinguish themselves 
in any department. Wherever you start motives you 
start men. In this country we have given motives of 
profit to encourage mechanical inventions : we have 
giv^n a thousand patents ; and many of them are for 
very ingenious contrivances. In Greece, beside being 
great in war, they held out motives to writers. Their 
poets rehearsed their productions 4n public, in the pre- 
sence of persons assembled from all parts of the coun- 
try ; and he who excelled was crowned, and enjoyed 
high distinction. By these means a strong incitement . 
was offered to poets to strive for excellence. 

When therefore you ask the question: which is 
more fiivoraUe to literature^ a monarohical or a republi- 
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can {^tB of govemment, you ask which holds out 
the most motivjes to literatura Leo the Tenth raa- 
sacked all Europe for hterary treasures and^for hterajy 
men. He determined to protect learping : it was his 
darling object, and he found abundance of men to: per- 
form what be projected. How different was this from 
Bonaparte's conduct ! He does not encourage litera- 
ture, although some would have us beheye that he is li- 
beral and friendly to it. He encourages certain branch- 
es of science : such as he can derive benefit from without 
being ojqposed to danger. In all his pl^tns for the pa- 
tronage of learned men you will observe two things at 
which he aims : one is to obtain power, the other is to 
have his pride flattered. He discountenances all men 
who discountenance his power, while he lends a will- 
ing ear to flattery. A French writer who attempted to' 
ahow that Borne was £u: more happy under the emperors 
than during the republic, obtained much £a.v<^ from 
the Emperor, for Boilaparte extended encouragement 
to him. He patronizes chemistry, for by it the art of 
war is improved, and with its aid he may be able to 
destroy those who oppose him. Certain arts are also 
^couraged by him, and such as have been usefril to 
hifli in accomplishing his schemies have ther^re flour- 
ished more in France during his reign than at any 
other period. He extends encouragement to such 
thiags by showing that those who perform them have 
his approbation, and this excites th^ooi to do more. It 
cannot be said that such direct encouriagement has 
been given to any object in England, to any extent. 

The king of England has encouraged various biwuohea 

18* 
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of art €Uid science, but not in this manner. The Uni- 
versity of Gottingen has been supphed witfi fifty pio- 
fessorships ; and as soon as it is determined that a new 
professorship is wanted, it is founded. 

The British nation have given their countenance 
capriciously. The truth is with regard to great men, 
that they are almost all poor. Drjrden died a beggar ; 
Otway starved ; Butler died in jail ; Milton was wordi 
about sixty pounds sterling at his death, fifteen of which 
he got by his Paradise Lost ; Pope died in the posses- 
sion of wealth furnished partly by his writings; 
Addison was in possession of a good estate ; Johnson 
received, at the age of fifty-three, forty pounds a year 
for life, which was necessary for his subsistence. His 
Rambler lay on the shelves for years. Fashion turned 
*it up, and it went with the stream. It would not at 
first pay for printing, but his bookseller said it would 
one day sell. 

Reynolds, the painter, received much money for his 
productions ; Garrick died rich ; Hawkesworth wrote 
the life of Captain Cook badly, but it sold. The English 
have been far from encouraging living authors : fer less 
than we should expect. There has never been that 
settled opinion concerning literature at large in that 
country which Leo the Tenth brought about. The 
English, however, have done many things to encourage 
learning, though in other respects they have been defi- 
cient. Their institutions are well endowed, but they 
are not conducted on the best plan. They are defective 
in not requiring many of the professors in their uni- 
versities to give lectures. 
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In this country we speak of our colleges both as col- 
leges and universities, when they are neither. They 
are collegiate schools, such as Eton. There the stu- 
dents write Latin, Latin verse, Greek, and some of them 
Greek vei«e. In this college it was formerly the cus- 
tom, at morning prayers, to have a senior read into 
EngUsh a chapter in the Hebrew Bible. In the eve- 
ning, a isenior read a chapter in the Greek New Testa- 
ment. While I was a tutor I never heard a tutor speak 
to a boy, or a boy to a tutor, in any thing but Latin. 
We do not make the progress we ought in the standard 
of studies. We have never proceeded a point in the 
requisites for a youth to enter here, since this was a col- 
legiate school ; but this is owing only to the want of 
power. We want nothing but endowments^ We want 
means to aid poor students : the rich can help them- - 
selves. We are now going up hill, it is true : but we 
have proceeded but a little way. A little while ago we 
were considerably behind in several branches of study : 
all philosophy, logic and mathematics, were to be thrown 
(Nit in our course of education, except such portions as 
are perfectly easy of acquirement ; and it is but lately 
that we have become so expensive in our course as 
now. When I was in college, a student went easily 
through the course of study, for four hundred dollar^. 
We have still no fellowships, no scholarships ; and as 
for the professors, they are so much occupied with their 
duties, thiit they have not time to attend to speculative 
knowledge. There is nothing in this country like a 
fellowship, except in Cambridge, where about a dozen 
young men are fumidied with the means for studying 
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theolc^. In England there is a vast multitude of fel- 
lowships; but here tl^re is not sufficient attachment to 
learning to afford them. Our ancestors were liberal. 
They gave a considerable sum annually to this collie : 
they built the chapel and most of the middle college. 
We talk a great deal about liberality, but I wish we , 
acted more abeut it. We are not a liberal people. Our 
ancestors gave to President Clapp Me^a himdied 
pounds, which was worth three or four times as much 
at that time, as the pres^it salary of the president and 
professor of theology. 

And why should men be so unwilUng to give pro- 
perty for the support of learning ? A man will do liis 
children no good by leaving them money : he will do 
them far more good by giving it to an institution in 
which they may be educated, and the useful influence 
of which they may enjoy. This truth is acknowledged 
by some few men among us, and practised upon ; but 
by only a few. It is done to some extent in Boston, 
New- York, and Philadelphia. There was a man of 
whom I knew somediing, who bad a considerable estate 
left him by a relative. What did he do with it ? I wiB 
tell you. He went to Butler's,* sat down to dine, and 
while at table spread a piece of bread and butter very 
neatly, then laid a one hundred dollar bill upon it, and 
ate it. He thought his property was an ocean ; but it 
was a pond ; and it soon ran out and evaporated. 

However painftil it may be to make such a declara- 
tion, truth requires me to say that we are not liberal in 
the support of our institutions, and that we do not 

* A l«rgt inn ftt tlint time in New*H«v?n. 
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properly appreciate the value of knowledge. I have 
been mortified by the &ct a long while. I hope you 
will see better times : I never expect to see them my- 
self. 



DISPUTE XXVIl 
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Qoestioa . Wotdd a PermaawiU Jfany he ben^idal to the United States f 

Remark 1st The castle Moro, which defends the 
HaTana^ was thought to be absolutely impr^nable; 
but when it was attacked by the English, they sent up 
seveial ships against it at first, by which it was bom- 
barded ; and when these were disabled, they sent more, 
ontil at length the casde was battered to pieces. This 
success was considered as settling forever the &ct, that 
fortifications are absolutely indefensible against riiips. 

Refnark 3d. England has not a surplus of popu- 
lation, for the niimhers have been considerably increas- 
ing for a ccmsiderable time. I take it that the popula- 
tion of a country increases in proportion to the means 
of subsist^ice. Now in England, a great many m&lioQs 
of acres are entirely waste, and a great many miUicxps 
more are very poorly cultivated. Beside this, a great 
deal of land is taken up for parks, forests, and oma- 
moital grounds ; and surely the enormous poasessioos 
of ittdividiials in that country are in general not &vor- 
able to population. 

Remark 3d. If you diut up to ^ poor the way 
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for obtaining property, you oppress them as truly as 
if you prohibited them from obtaining it. 

DECISION. 

Themistocles was the first man among the Greeks 
who seems to have understood the usefulness of a navy. 
He became acquainted with it through the Tyriaps ; 
though there were probably other sources firom which 
he derived a knowledge of its value. Being convinced 
that his comitry must depend upon the fleet, he went 
to Delphos, and bribed the priests to tell the Greeks to 
betake themselves to tl^eir " wooden walls." They un- 
derstood the expression as was intended, went into their 
ships, and Themistocles ruined the fleet of Persia. 
From that period the world has been a theatre of mari- 
time war. The question before us, however, has never 
> been so clearly settled as in the cases of Holland and 
England. Holland was originally inhabited by a few 
poor people, who Uved on fish ; but by their industry and 
perseverance, they protected their country firom the 
encroachments of the sea, and rescued from the water 
large districts, which nature had rendered entirely use- 
less. Being oppressed by the Duke of Alva, they rose 
in a general revolt and drove out the Spaniards, after 
they had retained possession of their country for a 
course of time. Assisted by Queen Elizabeth, they 
raised a fleet ; and afler the English had humbled the 
Spaniards, Holland followed them up, and did them 
much injury. After this the English overcame the 
Dutch, and they have ever since had the supericMrity. 
Experieace has shownthat a fleet is the best de- 
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fence for a country. President Adams deserves to be 
had in remembrance for his nucleus of a navy. It was 
small, but it was prepared to watch the Prfench, and 
produced the effect of frightening them. Whatever 
efforts have been made by tis with fleets, the battle at 
Tripoli, and the events of the present war have c6n- 
Tinced the Government of our country of the advantage 
of a navy. All other nations who have had fleets 
confirm the same thing, particularly the British. In 
our own country the question of the value of a navy 
has been regarded not as a matter of experience, but 
of speculation ; and in discussing it, it is best for us to 
follow the plan adopted by others. 

The objections to our building a permanent navy 
are the following : 1st. That we are not able to build 
one ; 2d. That the British have become enfeebled by 
possessing one ; 3d. That we must experience the 
same evil, if we imitate their example ; 4th. That com- 
merce, which it is the principal object of navies to sup- 
port, is of no use to a country, but a source of continual 
turmoil ; 6th. That seamen are always men of corrupt 
character, and would corrupt the country. 

Perhaps other objections beside those I have enu- 
merated are made to our constructing a navy ; but 
these are sufiicient for our consideration at present, and 
I will proceed to examine them. 

In the first place. With regard to our ability to 
construct a navy, I may appeal to Mr. Jejflferson's noteis 
on Virginia. He says that that state can build a seventy- 
four every year. On this evidence I will not strongly 
insist or rely, as it is only the expression of kn opinion ; 

but I appeal to stubborn facts. The Dutch, when they 

19 
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l)egw their career as a inaxitinie natioi^) were m>t mos0 
tbw one-third as. nunoiexaas as the inhabitants of tbe 
United States ; they were no% half so wealthy -, they 
were at war ; and had gzeat impediments in obtaining 
articles neqessary. in buildings sind fitting out stupa; 
th/^ir country produced no timb^ and no tar, though it 
yielded hemp and perhaps flax-— yet tbey built a fleets 
and hupabled the Spanish power. They not only suo- 
cessftdly resisted their enemies, but they made important 
foreign conquests : captured Qrazil and almost all the 
Spanisfh l^ixlies. Now I ask, cspi two mdllions of Dutch- 
v^en do more than six millions of Americans? We are 
not only much more numerous, but we enjoy other 
decided advantages over the Dutch at the period when 
they commenced the construction of their navy. We 
9^ at peace, and are exposed to no interruption or em- 
barr^sment in oux proceeding^. Our country aboi,mds 
in timber, and yields live oak : the best species of wood 
for the frames of ships in the world. We have good 
inaterials of various kinds, dgllful mechanics and ex- 
pellent seamen. What is the reason then why we are 
arguing against the construction of a navy, when they,^ 
by their promptitude and wisdom, possessed one> and 
established their national prosperity? Why, we are 
(Americans, and they were Dutchmen. They under- 
took the task, and we will not. I think very highly of 
the Itatch ; but we can do a^ well as th^y , Away with 
this story of our inability ! There is nothing moie in 
it than in the ^xcu^ so o&exk made by boys for n^ect- 
i|ig SI. task which they ought tp perfonq. " I cant do 
it,?' It is only ^cause we will not. 

: In the second place. Apother objection which' w^ 
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liear made against a naty, ifi, that the men who will be 
pit on board of it will corrupt our morals. Thete fe 
»o doubt that morality is at a very low ebb in navies ; 
^ut it is true also, that there has never been a feiit ex- 
periment made in ships to elevate or purify the charac- 
ter of seamen. Some exertions have been made in 
Bo^and, and to some extent, here. If the captain of 
a ship is a wicked man, you do the men much harm 
ky placing them under his command ; and if there is 
BO religious worship established on board of a ship, as 
is often the case, what can be expected? Men will not 
be moral who have no religious worship, to remind 
Aem of their duty and to instruct them in it. The fa- 
ther of a family finds it indispensable to have the daily 
worship of God performed in his house ; and the com- 
mander of a ship, for the same reasons, must introduce 
it on board. 

A ship will be what the conmiander chooses to have 
it. Captain Tryon's ship, in the revolutionary war, 
was perfectly orderly. Captain Pearson of Newbury- 
port, who commanded a ship, gave me an accoxmt of 
the state in \^ich it was always kept ; and the rules 
which he caused to be observed on board rendered it 
more orderly than most of the families in the country. 
The truth is, that the master of a vessel at sea has his 
men entirely under his copmiand ; and from the cir- 
cumstances of the case, foreign influence is cut off. The 
only bad examples which can be presented will be on 
board ; and these of course can be controlled. Beside 
this, the commander has it in his power to show S6 
much kindness, that he has opportunities of gaining the 
attachment of his crew. There are no men more 
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beloved by mankind than captams at sea. Thdir. 
attention is not liable to be much drawn away firom the 
care of their men, so that other occupations need not 
prevent them firom devoting sufficient regard to their 
crews. If one is a good man worthy of his station, he 
will have nothing to do but to sail his ship and to see 
that his men are taken care of. The current remark, 
which is too well founded, that the crews of national 
ships are not properly regarded, reflects upon those 
who choose the officers. Instead of there being any 
necessity for seamen being bad men, there are many 
reasons why they should be good. A meritorious offi- 
cer has it in his power to do much good. He can 
reform more men than a man lit drny station or situation 
on land, with the exception of a sfaaall proportion per- 
haps of clergymen, who enjoy uncpmmon advantages 
and possess a strong influence. But there should be good 
men placed in our ships as officers ; and, if we had 
them, good efiects might be produced, even if there 
were no chaplains on board. Chaplains, indeed, such 
as are often sent out in ships, do harm. We had one 
during the war, on board a ship I knew of, but he had 
nothing belonging to a chaplain except the name, and 
was no more like one than any mail you will meet 
between here and the end of thjB wharf. 

General George Staunton says, that pro&neness is 
to a considerable extent banished from the British 
navy — I do not mean that it has ceased to prevail tf) 
too great a degree; but that it has been extensively 
checked. Yet I believe the exertions yet made to sup- 
press it have not been very great. Attempts are making 
in England to improve the morals of the navy in differ- 
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ht wa3rs, and the success has been encouraging, par- 
icularly in the distribution of Bibles. They have been 
eceived ^th great eagerness, and have aheady proved 
cry useful. Admirals and commanders, as well as 
enerals and noblemen, have been influential in spread- 
ag Bibles throughout the world. 

But we must enquire, what is to be done in this 
ountry to provide for defence, if we reject a navy, 
fou will remember that the alternative of this is an 
inny ; and, if the objections above mentioned are made 
^inst the former, they will apply with far greater 
brce against the latter. For, first, the soldier is a great 
leal more exposed to temptation in various forms; 
»cond, he is not under the eye of the commander, and 
he commander does not acquire the same interest in 
Sus welfare or his conduct. 

The commanders of ships have aknost unlimited 
power over their men ; and, from the circumstances in 
which they are placed, they can more easily secure 
their affections than the ofiicers of an army. Soldiers 
are not cut off from intercourse with the rest of the 
world ; they are exposed to the temptations of others 
around them ; and while they are corrupted by bad 
influences, they corrupt others by their own example. 
In some respects soldiers will be found, if we consult 
fects, to have been productive of far greater injury to 
countries than sailors. 

In the third place. As to morals, there is no debate 

between the comparative moral disadvantages of armies 

and navies. There are great obstacles presented in 

camps to the cultivation or preservation of morals ; but 

if sailors are not rendered moral, it is your own fault. ' 

19* 
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In the ffmrth place. Fleets have never been tjie 
means of destroying the freedom of countries. Seamen 
have always been submissive to laws, and guardians of 
liberty ; but armies have almost always been the 
destruction of countries. The exceptions to be noade 
in the latter cases are as few as those in the other. 

In the fifth place. Soldiers will not work. Army 
officeris discharged ^om service are not among the 
industrious citizens. They have always been gentlemen 
and idle ; and they feel dissatisfied with any condition 
in which they lose their consequence by remaining 
unemployed. Disbanded armies, therefore, often prove 
the sources of immense evils to their countries. In this 
respect there is a wide difference between navies and 
armies. Ships cannot sail over land; and, notwith- 
standing the recent experiments of two or three gun 
boats, I believe they never will. Ships are confined to 
the coasts and navigable waters, and cannot hurt the 
interior if they would. If a navy, therefore, is directed 
against the hberties of a country, the inhabitants can 
escape, and rejoice in the power they have to escape. 

In the sixth plaice. The question of the comparative 
waste of lives among seamen in fleets and armies on 
land will not admit of debate.* The men with whom 
Lord Nelson won his great naval victories would 
hardly have formed a corps, if brought inU> an army. 
Comparatively only small numbers are necessa- 
ry in naval operations, and for this reason an en- 
gagement at; sea destroys but few Uves. The battle of 
Tra&lgar killed only two thousand of the English. 
Not only is the waste of life sioaUer in actual en- 
gagements, but there is less ei^oaure to die by dis* 
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ease in a fleet than in a camp or on a march. It was 
a J^amark of General Moreau, (showing that a nation 
must acquire its knowledge of war only by experience,) 
that on first engaging in a war, they must enlist an 
army and see it perish before they can know how to 
manage one. Men brought into a camp aA exposed 
to a variety of diseases, and :fetal ones too ; but the 
only cases in which seamen have beeii destnoyed by 
diseases, has been when they have been contracted in 
consequence of long voyages. Among our ships acci- 
dents which destroy life are of rare occurrence ; and 
m^n will generally be no more exposed to death in 
times of peace in ships of war than on, land. The air 
at sea is peculiarly healthful ; seamen are free from 
consumptions, and a large portion of our deaths on 
shore are from this source. Colds, which kill half the 
remainder of those who die among us, are • hardly 
known to seamen. 

In the seventh place. With regard to the expense 
of supporting armies and navies : there will not be one 
half the expense in raising and supporting the latter, 
which there is in keeping on foot the former. Ob- 
serve that our exposure is at the sea-board : of course 
there must be our preparations for defence. If a man 
should come to break my front door, should I go to my 
kitchen door to fight him? Mr. Randolph, when he 
had some peculiar notions of his oiyn, would say : " I 
would meet our enemies at the strand, and fight them 
back to the Allegany mountains." A great deal has 
been said about our courage, and of what our troops 
would do in different cases. But it is impossible to 
defend a coast like ours at every point with troops, and 
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all that is said ^bout our courage being sufficient to 
make up the deficiency is idle. If a fleet should come 
unexpectedly to many parts of our coast, a landing 
would inevitably be made. The inhabitants of the 
neighboring country would assemble, and offer what 
resistance tliey might; but no very powerful force 
could be collected, with sufficient promptitude to pre- 
vent the enemy from accomplishing their objects, or 
from re-embarking. 

A great part of our country would be uiiable to 
victual an army. Greneral Washington was five 
months at Valley Forge, in the productive state of 
Pennsylvania ; and he found himself so much straight- 
ened that he wrote in one of his letters that provisions 
must be sent to him : for that part of the country was 
exhausted. i 



PJSPUTE XXVIII. 

March 10th, 1814. 

. jQ,uestion.- Would a J^Tational University he beneficial 9 

Remark 1st. It is difficult to tell how many stu- 
dents tihere are in the universities of England. Mr. Sil- 
Bnian', when at Oxford, dined with several of the officers 
and professors of the colleges, and enquired of them 
what were the number of students attending that year^ 
but received in reply, that they were perfectly ignorant. 
They could not even tell how many belonged to their 
respective colleges. I should doubt whether the num- 
ber is not generally exaggerated. You should not de- 
pend upon such accounts as you may hear respecting 
this subject unless you can get the particulars. 

Remark 2d. The first reason why our countrymen 
do not make^ books is, that the English make a great 
many : the second is, that those made in this country 
must be dearer ; and the third is, that on account of 
public prejudices they would not hare so much reputa- 
tion. I wrote a statistical accomit of this town, which 
I suspect was as popular as any pamphlet ever printed 
here ; bat its sale was vcfry small. Th0 Connecticut 
Academyiiave obtained statistical accounts of thirty or 
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forty towns in the state ; but, for the want of patronage, 
they cannot print them unless they would pay the ex- 
pense themselves. A thing which is disreputable to this 
country is, that the inhabitants of one state do not fed 
any interest in the literature of any other. The mem- 
bers of the French Institute correspond with the fellows 
of the Royal Academy of England now as cordially as 
if it were a time of peace. The temjter of our people 
is in the last degree unfavorable to Uterature. 

DECISION. 

General Washington gave a large quantity of 
land for the foundation of a National University in 
the city of Washington, which city was at that time 
expected to be a place of consequence. He advised 
the public to establish such an university, which is not 
a proof of the .sound good sense which he possessed. 
It must be remembered, that he was not educated 
at an university ; and it is to be presumed that he 
was not intimately acquainted with this subject. He 
would certainly have felt differently about establishing 
an university in a large city, and at the capital, if he 
had ever exercised the government of one. There is 
hardly any thing farther from the truth, than the opi- 
nion that every sensible man is able to manage an uni- 
versity ; and men without experience are unfit to fono 
as well as to govern one. Every blacksmith has had an 
apprenticeship ; and does not the president of a college 
require one ? A tutorship is a kind of apprenticeship. 
On this st^DJect I can give you a fact. 

It was formerly the practice to govern the students of 
this college by a kind of municipal law, according to 
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^ old {dan practised in England : but I introduced the 
aystem of a parental goyemment. The impoztanoe of 
this change presented itself to my mind while I was a 
lutor, and I made an experiment at that time which 
satisfied me that it might be easily accompUshed. Nei- 
ther I nor my fellow-tutors ever &aed a student. The 
fines at Cambridge amount to about eight hundred dol- 
lars annually. My three first classes I governed by the 
eye and the tongue. It struck me that the youths who 
came, to college were like other youths of the same 
age, w^ho are found to be manageable by the parental 
system of government at home. Parental government 
is approved by mankind generally — and, having stood 
the test of experience, may be presumed to have been 
proved efficacious. This system was therefore intro- 
duced here in place of the old one, and with great bene- 
fit. The opinions of other men engaged in the govern-* 
Bient of colleges in different parts of the country, to 
whom I have recommended the system, have been &- 
vorable to it. They say it appears to them to be the 
only rational plan. Now if^ it is a fact that it is the 
best, which I will suppose it to be for the present, it is 
a remarkable fact that it has been approached very 
slowly. All that I know concerning the subject, I have 
acquired by experience and reflection. To educate 
youth has been my business in hfe : in it I have spent 
6>rty years, and find that experience is as necessary in 
hm employment as in any other, to eaahle any ovk^ (9. 
perform it well. I leave it to others to improve; upoA 
myself. I have made it my plan to have no point to 
carry, and to have no favorites. 

There is no noaix lEbr whom I have mote leipeol 
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than General Washington : but I would take the 
opinion of a last-maker on the form of a boot before the 
wisest man's in the world. I would go to a physician, 
and not to General Washington, if I wanted advice 
concerning my health. I knew General Washington, 
and I think he had some esteem for me, if I may 
believe his words. When therefore I difier from him, 
it will not be thought by you that I do it from any pri- 
vate bent. I believe that in relation to a national 
university he has mistaken his ground. I have said 
so much on this point, because we ought to give 
reasons for differing from such a great man. 

The territory proposed by General Washington as 
the site for a national university, was the District of 
Columbia; and the reason which he assigned for it 
was, that the students would derive benefit from being 
near the national government. He appears to have 
considered it desirable, that the site of the university 
should be in juxta position with the capital. This, 
having been placed nearly intermediate between the 
extremes of the country, might make the point conve- 
nient for students from different states : but in every 
other respect, I apprehend, that city would be as bad a 
place as could be chosen. 

One great objection is the vice which attends a 
court. Our general government is already by some 
cctUed the court ; and there is danger that the influx ci 
strangers will aid in corrupting our capital, as it has 
done in all cities which have been the habitations of 
courts. Every man who is sober and honest, and has 
visited Washington, will tell you alrieady that it is a 
vicious place. I have been told by many, that 
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they thought it to be regretted (hat Philadelphia had 
not continued to be the seat of government, because at 
Washington are the grossest and most contem'J^tible 
vices. Now wherever students are it has been found 
a difficult task entirely to prevent them from gambling. 
What then would be the difficulty if they were assem- 
bled at the capital, where the great men, even ambas- 
sadors, are in the habit of gambling, and where gamb- 
ling extends through all classes, even the blacks ? The 
inevitable consequence would be, that the youth also 
would gamble. Now every gambler wastes time ; and 
no one who has not time can study. 

In the second place. Profaneness is very coriimon 
at Washington ; and the evils which would follow the 
introduction of youth from all parts of the Union to 
society there, for the purpose of being influenced by it, 
while this prevails in it, are so evident that it is unne- 
cessary to dwell upon the subject. 

In the third place, Irreligion is prevalent in that 
city to an enormous extent. I do not here mean the 
breach of any particular law : but, what is more dan- 
gerous, of all laws together. Profane people, like 
drunkards, wish to justify themselves ; and religion is 
naturally scouted by them. But irreligion, which con- 
sists in possessing no regard for God, and no care for 
eternity : this irreligion, which flows on in society in a 
smooth tide, when approved by general consent, is 
thought capable of accomplishing genteel people, and 
is attended with all that train of pleasing manners 
which you find in polished company. When you min- 
gle with such people, you will find ' their manners 

exactly fitted to please : their words and actions present 
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only ideas designed to render them agreeable cQmpeH' 
ions. But aH that is of a moral nature is left out : and 
for asiy thing that is pf real value you seek in. vain. 
To be accustomed to such society must prove more 
injurious to you than the exhibition of gross vice; 
for when gross vice is presented to you, you feel as if 
temptation came with a blush on her face. It is the 
lubricous appearance of it that you are to dread : for 
by this it steals upon the heart, and captivates unre- 
sisted. The success of temptation when it thus suc- 
ceeds is complete ; and the result is ruin, as absolute as 
can exist. I know of no persons as strongly guarded 
against all appeals to conscience, to reputation, to the pre- 
sence of God, as accomplished, unprincipled men. 
There are no people whose hearts are more like the 
nether millstone. I would much rather send my chil- 
dren to a state prison, and make them hear the lan- 
guage of crime, than allow them to mingle with such 
companions. The principles with which they present 
you are a dish, which, though a bad one, is so well 
dressed by a French cook, that no one will perceive its 
nature. 

Expense perfectly fascinates young people ; and 
what examples of expensive living and expensive 
amusements would be constantly before the eyes of the 
young at the seat of government. The youth, when 
involved in this influence, is in the state of a bird 
charmed by a i?nake. He draws nearer and nearer, 
and at last is swallowed up. Expensive habits are 
always attended with idleness. Those who are expen- 
sive in this college are always idl,e. It is a great evil 
here among us ; but how much greater would be its 
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ertent and its injurious effects in a scene so much 
more fevorable. 

In the fmirth place. It is proposed, by placing 
youths in an university at the seat of government, to 
make them all of the same political sentiments, but the 
political effect would on the contrary be rather injurious 
than beneficial. What is the result of the opinions 
expressed at Washington on youth who hear of them 
from a distance ? Does the reading of the debates in 
Congress change your opinions ? Is it a fact that many 
converts are made here by the arguments used at 
the seat of government ? I do not believe there have 
been ten while I have been here. Our opinions are 
formed beforehand, our feelings become excited by 
reading the discussions, and the young especially are 
generally not in a state of mind for dispassionate 
reasoning. But go to that ground, where every other 
mind is excited to a still higher pitch, and you will find 
how much , stronger your own feelings will become, 
and how much more distant ^ou will be from yielding 
any thing to an opposite side. You will hear the de- 
liberations there carried on by Uving and earnest ora- 
tors. If there is eloquence displayed, you will be af- 
fected by it: your passions will become moved, you 
will feel warmed like those around you. But will you 
become partizans of the truth ? Is it a fact that parties 
are more united at Washington than elsewhere ? Will 
you not become more alienated from each other, from 
the fact that others are more ahenated around you ? 

In the fifth place. Although it has been asserted 
that a national university would give us an uniform pro- 
nunciation of our language, I think there is no reason to 
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believe that this would be the result. In England there 
are two national universities : and I have no evidence 
that the pronunciation in them is the same. Their in- 
fluence on that of the counties has certainly been small 
if any thiiig. You could not understand the dialects 
spoken in several parts of England. I have seen a 
play written in that of the "VVest Country people, and 
a collection of poems in the Yorkshire dialect ; and I 
could not discover the meaning. Now I understand 
you. There is no difference in the pronun6iation of 
the various states to which you belong, except that of 
the letter U, which is sounded differently in some parts 
of our country. It is a pity that such a variation 
should be any where made : for the mode now becoming 
fashionable to some extent, is an anomaly in our Ian- 
gUEige. I well remember when the old-fiushioned peo- 
ple used to say dare crechur for dear creature^ pro- 
nouncing the f7 in the same mai)ner. This is a 
harsh anomaly, and it is remarked by a writer of re- 
spectability that it will not gain ground in England. It 
has however already gone fiirther than the dial of Ahaz 
went backward. 

Such being the state of things in England, and the 
influence exercised by the national universities of that 
country on the pronilnciation of tlie language being so 
small, we have fiillen upon better means in this coun- 
try for the establishment of an uniform system here. 

In the sixth place. It is said that in a national uni- 
versity die students would form attachments to each 
other, which would in some degree be felt in different 
states. I should hope they would form friendships, at 
least some of them : but I do not think this object would 
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be better gained than by the education of them in seve- 
ral distinct universities. The age at which it is proposed 
to bring them together is not the tender period of col- 
lege life : they are to finish their education at the na- 
tional university by spending three years there after 
having gone through a college. This more advanced 
age is not quite so favorable as the other for the forma* 
tion of a warm Mendship. 

In the seventh place. It is stated that the instructors 
for so great an university would be more able than 
Aose of our colleges, as learned men might be brought 
from Europe. I do not think very highly of European 
instructors : I have spoken of them heretofore, when 
the question of foreign immigration was before us. 
And this I do not say from any prejudice against them. 
1 ana willing to give foreigners all the credit they de- 
serve : I am perfectly willing to say that Robert Hall 
is a better writer of sermons than myself; and I do not 
know why I should not be able to judge fairly of other 
men. I would no more trust to European genius, than 
to Jackrwith-a-lantem to lead me away into a swamp. 

With regard to the universities of England, you may 
have erroneous ideas ccmcerning the importance of the 
instructions coranmnicated in them. My own opinions 
were confirmed by that expressed by Mr. Wilberforce to 
Mr. Sillimto. When informed of the course of studies 
pursued in this college, he said that it was not very dif- 
feraut from that of a common university education at 
Oxford and Cambridge. Judge Ellsworth considered 
an exhibition which he attended at one of those uni- 
versities, as not exhibiting merit superior to one of our 

own. Any diffei^ice trhich exists in the state of 
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learning in the institutions of the two countries, does 
not arise from the want of power in the United States 
to fiimish good instructors or other means. In England 
students are admitted on higher terms than here ; and 
yet they have not too much time on their hands, but 
Uttle enough, if they will apply themselves to their 
studies. It is our intention here also to raise our terms 
by degrees, as soon as it can be effected. We now teach 
more science than they do at Oxford : perhaps not more 
than they do at Cambridge. We could give practical 
education here as well as it can be furnished any where, 
if the means were only furnished us. This is the only 
obstacle existing to the success of the colleges of the 
United States ; and the expense which the establish- 
ment of a national university would demand, bestowed 
upon colleges, would be more than is necessary for the 
whole country. • 

As to the importation of foreign instructors, no for- 
eigner would do better in this country than Dr. Wither- 
spoon, who came firom Scotland, and added the splendor 
of his name to Princeton College. Indeed you have 
uo reason to believe that any oth^ foreigner would be 
as useful as he was. If we were now to offisr 
enoourageinent to Europeans to coiie over and take 
the government of a tmiversity, you would not get 
Doctor Witherspoons : they would not be Christians ; 
but Edinburgh Review^rs-r^men who throw rel^fioD 
out of the world with one stroke. Such men woold 
be ready to come,, and we should have them amoi^ us 
as instructors. We should see them attaddngzd^oB: 
not in an open and manly maimer^ but in an indinct 
and MwaKiily wo* They woold not bringpop theiieb- 



A NATIONAI* UNlV£BaiTT. 229 

jections &irly, so that you might meet them and knock 
them down r but they would strive to accomplish their 
object by ridictde. There would be danger that such 
sentiments would be encoujraged at our seat of govern- 
ment, for ttjjere is mudi irrdigion there. And where 
would be our security, if an irreligious national imi- 
versity were once established? What an influence 
must it exert on the country, by propagating bad opin- 
ioDs I A vote was recently given by some member 
of one of the houses of Congress, for Thomas Paine, 
when they were choosing a chaplain : and where such 
contempt is expressed for religion, what care would be 
taken to preserve it ? This is the last insult that could 
be cast upon the reUgion of the gospel ; and remember, 
there is no moraUty but what grows out of that reUgion. 

In the eighth place. With respect to large and 
expensive libraries, apparatus, &c. with which, it is sup- 
posed a national university would be liberally suppUed, 
they are matters of mere moon-shine in relation to the 
education of the pupils. The students do not want the 
books of a large hbrary : they are totally unable to read 
them. They are of great value, and higjily important 
to every college : but not for the use of the pupils. 
They are for the benefit of learned men, who wish to 
consult them and have time to devote to their perusal. 
Instead of seven thousand volumes, we ought for this 
purpose to have seventy thousand. 

Our present places of learning are capable of being 
extended as soon as the means shall be furnished. 
There might be more professors added to Yaie Col- 
1^ without difficulty. The plan on which it is found- 
ed admits of extension, and the same is true of our 
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Other colleges; The only obstacle to it is that found 
in the dispositions of those who might render us assist- 
ance. It is the same which prevented an old Indian 
some years ago from making a bow for a Sophomore, 
who by means of a present had obtained from him a 
promise to give him one. After repeated requests, he 
at last gave him as a final answer, " I won't." 

Some of the states of the Union have been liberal 
to learning, and deserve the credit of it. Connecticut 
and New- Jersey should take the lead, for they have 
colleges long established, for which they have done 
nothing. 

If a National University were established, it would 
be inexpedient. 



DISPUTE XXIX. 



March 16th, 1814. 



Question. Has a man a right to etpatrioite himsdjf 

Remark 1st. The meaning of naturalization, when 
rightly understood, amounts to this : that the person 
expatriated derives from the law, during his residence 
in his adopted country, the powers and privileges which 
beloug to natural-bom citizens : but after his departure 
from that country, he is as much bound to his native 
land— he is as much an Englishman or a Frenchman — 
as he ever was. The moment a foreigner who has 
been naturalized in the United States steps out of our 
territory, that moment he ceases to be an American. 
We are Americans all the world over: he is not. 

Remark 2d. If the citizen has a natural right to 
e3q)atriate himself, what right has his country in 
any manner to meddle with the question? The coun- 
try, under such circumstances, would have no business 
even to say that he is at liberty, or to authorize him to 
transfer his allegiance. Our constitution declares, that 
every citizen of every state in the Union is a citizen of 
every other state in the Union ; and this is sufficient to 
show, that our countrymen never supposed they had a 
natural right to be citizens of every state, and never 
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claimed the principle which is now by some main- 
tained. 

Remark 3d. It is remarkable that those nations 
which have had no intercourse with Europeans, enter- 
tain the same views in relation to expatriation and 
allegiance as those received in Europe. After the 
Dutch had established themselves in Batavia, they 
formed a court for the setdement of such questions as 
might arise between them and other inhabitants of the 
island. A variety of cases were brought before that 
court for adjudication ; but so many difficulties arose, 
that in a case between them and the Chinese, an 
appeal was made to the Emperor. It appeared, on 
examination, that the Dutch were in the right ; and 
the Emperor's reply to them was: "You need not 
trouble yourselves — men who will throw off their 
natural attachments to their country, and desert it as 
these Cliinese have done, are such miscreants that 
they may as well die as live." 

DECISION. 

The doctrine of personal expatriation was first 
introduced into this country as a topic of enquiry, dur- 
ing the Revolution, or soon after. It engaged the 
attention of some few individuals for a time, and 
became a subject of conversation in a very limited 
degree only, but was not brought up distincdy to view 
until citizen Genet appeared, who . came to this 
country, and undertook to instruct and govern us. 
He commissioned several vessels, to cruise against 
the commerce of England and Spain, in the name 
of the French government^ but our rulers inter- 
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fered, and took the proper measures to prevent them, 
and he was afterwards expelled from the service of 
Prance. He clamorously accused the government of 
this country of denying, by theit refusal to recognize 
his commissions, the important principle of personal 
expatriation. He claimed that Americans might expa- - 
triate themselves, and, receiving citizenship as French- 
men, lawftdly engage in l^stiiities against the enemies 
of France. His doctrine was soon opposed by many ar- 
guments from diflferent quarters, and he at length foimd 
himself so hardly pressed for the means of defence, that 
he was obliged to confess that he had entered the con- 
test somewhat unprepared, and that it was many years 
since he had turned over the musty tomes of PufFen- 
dorf and Grotius. 

Since that time, however, the principle has been 
practically introduced into this country, and acknow- 
ledged in our courts, where decisions have been given 
corresponding with the opinions of our present chief 
magistrate. The principle of expatriation has been 
adopted by the French government, under the plea 
that every thing is right which is convenient for 
Prance. Nations are always too much incUned 
to determine upon "what is convenient for France." 
A few months ago the National Intelligencer pub- 
lished a labored argument, to induce our people to 
seize upon the Floridas. The grounds on which the - 
writer argues are of the same nature. He states that 
our country is naturally bounded by the ocean, the 
Mississippi river and the Gulf of Florida. This may 
be a very convenient doctrine for us : but whefre is its 
justice ? I am aware that some men hold the opinion, 
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that nations need not be over scrupulous about ju^oe 
in their measures, except in cases in which they may 
incur the danger of collision with each other or a war. 
This is an agreeable strain to use for those who may 
think it favorable to their interests : but it is not half 
so good an argument as that contained in Satan's 
speech to Eve, when he tempted her in Paradise. Fiat 
Justitia ! The man who wrote the sentiments in that 
newspaper, would sweep away the distinction between 
wrong and right, as a maid sweeps cobwebs with her 
broom. 

The social compact is appealed to as the fomidation 
of the right of expatriation. I am not now going to 
give you my views in relation to the social compact : 
but I shall content myself for the present with taking 
on their own ground those whoi maintain the right of 
expatriation. If there be a compact existing, as is 
claimed, there must necessarily be two parties concerned 
in it, one of which promises to see protection and jus- 
tice secured to the other, on condition that it receives 
support ; while the second stipulates to afford that sup- 
port on condition of enjoying protection in return. How 
happens it then, that one of these parties may dissever 
this compact ? No jurist ever admitted the principle, 
that a compact of any kind may be broken by a single 
party. A promise endures longer than these heavens 
2ind this earth. Once made, and it is forever binding, 
unless mutually dissolved. There is no retreating from 
this principle. The promisor has bound himself by a 
chain of adamant. Nothing but an impossibility stand- 
ing in the way of its performance, or an inc(msistency 
with the law of God, can ever dissolve a promise, untU 
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it is dissolved by both parties. It is in vain for a man 
to seek to shelter himself from blame in breaking a 
promise, under the plea that its performance is impossi- 
ble, if he-knew it to be so at the time when he contracted 
the- engagement : he has but been guilty of grosser 
villany in making it. 

But if we could surmount this wall of adamant, 
which rises to heaven, we should not be a whit the bet- 
ter. The point contended for is, that expatriation may 
prove beneficial to the individual ; and that in such a 
case, he has a right to change his allegiance. But no 
right can be a right to do wrong. Neither can the 
claim to dissolve the compact lie only on one side. If 
the individual may expatriate himself whenever he 
will, the country may certainly exercise the correspond- 
ing right, viz. that of absolving herself from her obli- 
gations to protect the citizen. Suppose this course to 
be adopted, and the principle to be put in practice by 
the government : what becomes of the man ? Suppose 
a subject or citizen has a suit in court, pending which 
the country expatriates him. What becomes of him ? 
The country has put him out of her protection in order 
to get rid of him, and to prevent the decision of his 
case, in which she may be interested as well as himself. 
Or, suppose that a neighbor, for some motive or other, 
kills him : and the government refuses to seize or to 
punibh the murderer. Suppose another case : a man 
goes from the United States to Martinico, where he ac- 
cumulates property, and dies, or is killed for his money. 
His son applies to our government to demand his pro- 
perty : they refuse to interfere, alleging that they do 
not choose to recognize him as a citizen. The subject 
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who claims the right of self-expatxiation, by exercising 
it may free himself from exposure of life and property 
in war ; but the country, in turn, should be allowed to 
expatriate at will all such as she may choose, and to 
deprive them of their claims on her protection, for a 
period as long as they are permitted to place themselves 
out of allegiance to the country. Under these circum- 
stances expatriated persons should expect of course to 
sacrifice all the property they might leave in their na- 
tive country. 

This is but one of the ways in which the principle 
of expatriation is calculated to produce injury, if carried 
into practice. Some persons received from Citizen Ge- 
net a commission to cruize against the Spanish. Sup- 
pose a commission to invade Florida had been taken, 
and acted under by inhabitants of Georgia. Spain no 
doubt will fight those who make war against her : the 
consequence is that Georgia is invaded by the Span- 
iards, who, among other measures for self-defence, in- 
vite the slaves to join them by offers of freedom. Such 
a proceeding Spain would consider justifiable ; and if 
we admit the principle of expatriation, we must thus 
expose ourselves to be involved in war, by almost any 
individual, at any time. We might indeed perhaps be 
successful in such a case, and by violence repel the in- 
vader : but we should be in danger of new difficulties 
and new invasions ; and if we and other nations were 
once to enter upon such a course, the world would soon 
be reduced to a sad condition. But see how the prin- 
ciple of expatriation, if allowed, would operate in ano- 
ther supposable case. A man might leave this country, 
become a privateersman and cruize as^ainst our ship6. 
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He might have his correspondence, as Williams had, 
with his friends in this country, and be regularly in- 
formed of the vessels sailing hence for the West-Indies, 
with all the particulars relating to them, so that he 
might select such victims as he chose, plilnder them 
and butcher their crews. Judge Ellsworth shut Wil- 
liams up in prison, and thus served him as justly as it 
lay in his power to do, unless he had hung him. 

But in many other cases would the principle of ex- 
patriation apply Vith ruinous influence. Think what 
circumstances would occur in a time of war if it 
were acted on. A country would be compelled to 
fight her own subjects both abroad and at home ; and 
every insurgent and deserter might claim the rights of 
a foreign subject. 

But it is sometimes said that men have a right to 
seek happiness where they will ; and that nations have 
acknowledged this right, or relinquished their claim to 
the allegiance of their subjects, by allowing or encou- 
raging emigration. But here I remark : 1st. Emigra- 
tion is not expatriation ; 2d. It is performed under the 
supposition that it is with the encouragement or con- 
sent of the government. 

When a man is persecuted for his religion, I think 
he ought to leave his country. In my opinion persecu- 
tion is a solvent of allegisCnce. • It supposes also the con- 
sent of the government : for the government cannot be 
supposed to wish to retain the subject whom it perse- 
cutes. 

It is possible for either the government or the citizen 
to forfeit his right by ill conduct. If a government 
forcibly expel a citizen, it does what it has no right to 
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do. Before some such step, no right exists in the citizen 
to expatriate himself: but out of it a right may grow. 

The whole fabrick to which the pretended right of 
expatriation belongs, I regard as unfounded and vision- 
ary. Government is founded on the law of God. This 
I trust I shall hereafter prove to be true, and show you 
that the theory founded on the social compact is false. 
This point can be gained, by those who advocate the 
theory, only by going in the direction of a Virginia 
fence, while we are pretending to walk in a straight 
course. 
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DISPUTE XXX. 

March 17th, 1814. 

Question. Is the study of the Dead Languages beneficial f 

Remark 1st. Every man has his own style of 
writing. When he translates from another language, 
he should not attempt to adopt the style of the original, 
but to take the author's meaning, and express it in his 
own style. The speeches introduced into this college 
as exercises for declamation, I could improve, I think, 
one half, merely by erasing «uch things as ought to be 
omitted. Be careful in translating not to force in every 
word you find in the Latin or Greek author. Many 
of them are unnecessary in English, and would only 
weaken the force of the translation. 

Remark 2d, Milton has left us his Latin verse : 
it is good as Latin, and good as poetry. He wrote 
Greek verse somewhat ; but has only left the fragment 
of a poem in that language. 

Remark 3d. Translating Greek and Latin is not 
sufficient to correct some of the simplest habits of bad 
diction or style. It will not always cure hesitation in 
speech, or the habit of saying — eh^ eh, and — eh, which 
I sometimes find among students. Any body, by pro- 
pet attention, may learn to speak fitst, and to use good 
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language. Some indeed find a difiiculty in over- 
coming hesitation in speech : but I never saw a French- 
man who could not speak fast enough. You will of- 
ten observe a great difference in the power of talking 
among a party of persons. Some will talk for a naile 
in length, without the least idea that they are not talk- 
ing the most profound sense all the time. Speaking 
fluently and speaking with hesitation may be acquired. 
I mention this because it may be a matter of some im- 
portance to you to know how you can overcome a bad 
habit in speaking. I was once accustomed to speak 
with hesitation, and had difficulty in selecting my 
words : but I found it so inconvenient, that I deter- 
mined to break through the habit at all events, and to 
speak on, good or bad. I soon found the benefit of 
this resolution ; for having adhered to it in practice a 
short time, I experienced far less difficulty in conver- 
sing, and at length entirely overcame the bad habit I 
had insensibly fallen into. In this way you may ob- 
tain equal success, if you suffer the same difficulty- 
Persevere with determination, and you will infallibly 
get rid of the habit. Many youths find it embarrassing 
to hold a conversation of length in company ; and it 
almost always requires, practice for any one to rise and 
address a meeting of any kind. You may accustom 
yourselves to speaking extemporaneously, by making a 
first essay among such an assembly as will be least 
likely to embarrass you, and select a subject with which 
you are best acquainted. Choose if you can a topic 
which you have argued before : and under these cir- 
cumstances you will be ahnost sure to succeed. Guard 
against a &ilure in the first experiment : for if yoa 
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fail once, you will be likely to fail again. Dr. Dana 
of this town has never practised extemporaneous speak- 
ing ; and he has given as a reason for it, that he was 
unsuccessful in his first attempt, and never made a 
second. It is of importance to become possessed of the 
power of extemporaneous speaking, and you should 
try to acquire it, both for pubUc and private occasions. 
You never had any difficulty in expressing yourselves 
in the presence of other persons when you were chil- 
dren, and you have it not now at the fire-side. 

Remark 4th. Where there is a substantive follow- 
ing another, the former being in the singular number 
and the other in the plural, there are more transgres- 
sions of plain grammar than in any other case. 

DECISION. 

The Study of the dead languages is, in my view, 
an important branch of a liberal education ; and I 
would have it pursued with faithfulness. I am of opi- 
nion, however, that a change should be made in regard 
to the age at which this branch of instruction should 
be eonununicated. I would have the lail^ages taught 
at a very early age ; and for the following reasons. 

There is a period in human life, which, whatever 
be the system of education adopted for it, I have ob- 
served, is worth httle. This period embraces several of 
flie years of childhood and youth, during which pa- 
rents send their sons and daughters to school because 
they are too young to work, and so troublesome as to 
disturb their employments at home. They send them 
to the care of a schoohnistress or schoolmaster, that 
they may be out of harm's way. In tiiis loiiig period 
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they get a knowledge of reading, writing, spelling, asd 
a littiie arithmetic ; but, with this exception, their time 
is lost, and often worse than lost. These years, thus 
spent, are, it is true, not quite fruitless ; but it does not 
follow that they are as profitably spent as they might 
be. Children are capable of learning doctrines, words? 
facts and men, and a number of arithmetical truths. 
In arithmetic the ideas are so distinct, and the defini- 
tions so well stated, that children will learn more in 
this science than in any other. God has also fitted 
them to learn a few important truths of a religious na- 
ture. Grenerally speaking, they learn words and facts 
with the greatest facility. I will give you an example, 
to prove the aptitude of the infantile mind for the ac- 
quisition of words. 

Dr. Marshirian has distinguished himself by the 
facility with which he learns languages. When he 
began the study of the Chinese, he undertook it in 
company with two of his sons. They in a short time 
far outran their father, who has outrun most men. 
This is a perfectly decisive case. 

Now I suppose that God has formed the mind in 
such a manner, that in childhood it is better capable of 
acquiring particular kinds of knowledge than at other 
periods of life. I am therefore in fiivor of communi- 
cating different branches at such times as Providence 
seems to have pointed out for them. I have supposed it 
to be wise to teach children Words and facts, especially 
fiicts of a religious nature ; for those who have made 
tfie experiment must have found, that they take a pe- 
cuUar interest in the great doctrines of religion, the nar- 
ratives of the Scriptures, &c. and they show such a 
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capacity for comprehending, and such a power of ap- 
pl3ring them, that it seems as if their minds had been 
made expressly for the purpose. In teaching a child a 
religious doctrine, however, care should be taken to 
present it in ks simple form, that it may not come up in a 
partial or unnatural manner, so as to produce perplexity 
in the mind, which would impair the course of instruc- 
tion, and do more harm than good. I would urge the 
subject of early religious instruction very seriously, 
and press the importance of communicating this inter- 
esting and indispensable branch of education, at a 
tender period of life. If we neglect it, we lose the 
benefit of the constitution God has given us. 

With the dead languages also I would begin early. 
I advise you to send children to study Greek and La- 
tin at eight years of age, and to let them study them till 
fourteen. Some children may begin earher, some should 
begin later : but the time I have set will form the ba- 
sis of a good general rule. I have taught many little 
children, and have had such experience that I kno\^ 
pretty well the state of their minds. I think very Ut- 
ile of theory in this case, and would conduct in rela- 
tion to it under the dictates of experience, and nothing 
else. I am better pleased with' Mr. Locke's mode of 
teaching languages than any other I have ever met 
with, or that has been adopted. Children learn words 
best and most easily by hearing them spoken ; and I 
think this would be the most excellent way for teach- 
ing Latin and Greek. By adopting this method, those 
languages, I think, would be obtained at an earlier age 
than they now are. I would not take more books, but 
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while I used them, I would q)eak in those languages 
to the children, so that they should learn them as they 
do their mother tongue. 

There are many other things which might be 
taught to children in a similar way, and which are 
never taught them. I can take a child, and teach it 
to write very well, in one half the time which is coiHr 
monly employed for that purpose. I should however 
pursue a different course from that commonly prac- 
tised. The child should write but half of each fore- 
noon and afternoon, instead of being engaged steadily, 
three hours at a time. The pupil necessarily becomes 
weary when confined too long at such an employment ; 
and then there is no more improvement. The time 
spent after this he loses. Take a child who has been 
used to writing in this manner until thirteen or four- 
teen years of age, and appropriate only an hour and a 
half at one time for him to write, and then, by pursa* 
ing this course, which may be improved in other 
respects al^so, you will find that he will learn more in a 
short time than in all the previous years. His progress 
will o&en be greater even than it would have been on 
the old plan, including both periods. There is no ad- 
vantage, but there is rather injury, in banning to 
write too young. Children are too lively, and their 
fingers are too weak and too short to manage a pen. 
Writing is capable of being taught scientifically, on 
geometrical principles ; and I can do it all within the 
compass of half an hour. To spend seven years, 
then, in learning to write in the common way, is to 
spend it in a worthless manner. 
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A child must be taught to spell before he is taught 
to read. He must learn to know every combination of 
letters at the glance of the eye. How different in all 
respects firom what I recommend, is the plan common- 
ly pursued! It is all httle-end-foremost, so far as I 
have observed our schools; and the influence of the 
present system is very much to be lamented. If some 
of the most unquestionable and reasonable improve- 
ments were introduced, they would procure great ad- 
vantaged. But half the time now employed would be 
required, and the child would be much better taught. 
But can it be necessary to devote as much as one half 
the time between seven and fourteen years of age to 
teaching to read and write ? No. But some use must be 
made of the time ; and what would not be required for 
this purpose, I would fill up with some other profitable 
branches of instruction. I would teach words and 
fiicts : religious, historical, geographical, <fcc. But it is 
not sufiicient to say merely that much time is now lost : 
it is often worse than lost. For during this long attend- 
ance at school, while the child makes for a long time 
little or no progress, bad habits are imbibed which are 
not afterwards gotten rid of: particularly dismal ha- 
bits of reading, which go to the grave with him. 

I would employ the child at writing so long as it 
is really a pleasure, which is as long as he derives any 
benefit fi-om the exercise. I would then put him to 
arithmetic, the learning of words and of facts, as long 
as each of these in turn is pleasant, and, by frequent 
changes, occupy, and agreeably occupy the time. I 
have seen the operation of different plans of study so 
k>ng, and have had such an acquaintance with minds. 



246 DISPUTE THIRTIETH. 

that I assert all love facts. Put geography, history, trav- 
els, novels, plays, and every other tspecies of books in 
common use in early life together, and then enquire, and 
you will find that facts are the basis on which we erect 
the whole amount of our knowledge. Such being the 
case, we should store the youtlifiil mind with useftd 
materials ; and, by pursuing the plan I have recom- 
mended, there would be no danger of disappointing 
any other valuable purpose. I believe a child might 
be well versed in the facts that constitute the general 
history of the church, his own country, Greece, Eng- 
land, Rome, and other countries still, and at the same 
time be considerably acquainted with the Roman and 
Grecian languages. But the fault is with the parents : 
they will not pay for schoolmasters. They will incur 
more expense to teach a young lady to embroider " a 
piece," as it is called, which is to be hung up, to paint 
" a piece," and to play a few tunes, than it would cost 
to make her wise, and her brother too. I will not un- 
dertake to say whether these acquirements are not bet- 
ter than wisdom : but wisdom is still of a certain de- 
gree of value. 

I have made these remarks that you may know 
how to go to work, when the instruction of the young 
shall be committed to you. I return to the subject in 
dispute, to show you why I approve of the study of 
the dead languages. 

First The attainment of the languages is a very 
pleasant introduction to other studies. We are natu- 
rally opposed to work. The mind is opposed to it even 
more than the body ; and that is enough. Arithmetic 
is a good preamble to education : but do not give chil- 
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dren so much of it as to weary or to discourage them. 
Weariness and discoura^ment are the great evils in a 
system oi education to be avoided. The powens of the 
young mind must be tried : not\8o as to discourage it, 
but so as to istrengthen it ; and die languages are better 
fitted fer this purpose than any thing else. Arithmetic 
will do much, but not all. ,The habit of study, which 
is acquired by tumiz^. over the dictionary in search of 
the meanings of words, by appLpng the rules, «&c. is 
valuable enough to oonqpensate for all the labor which 
would be lost by the student, even if he were after- 
wards to throw his books away-. 

W^rds occupy the mind more than &Cts do, until 
we have committed them to memory, and are able to 
employ tiiem useftdly. If I had the direction of the 
matter, I would make the youth know how to read La- 
tin as well as Rngtisb before he came to college. This 
should be taught at academies as English is at school ; 
and I hope we shall attain this advantage at no great 
distance of time. How gratifying must such a plan 
of instmction appear to the pupil ! The words he leams 
he applies to objects around him, and enq;loys in con- 
veiBftti6h;HS0 that, instead of acquiring rules without 
any apparent object, his mind und/eistands the use of 
every step it takes. 

The secmd advantage of studying 1i» dead lan- 
guages is, tbajt diey op^i to us a v^ry useM field of 
information. A large proportion of the ancient bodtes 
written in Gieek and JjaJ&xk have no translations, and 
they ccmtain most of the learning which is in the world. 
The Latinist, in the course of reading and conversa- 
tion, has also the benefit of being able to of§Xk to him- 

22 



248 DISPUTE TEFIRTIETfi. 

self a nmnberless amount, of Latin quotatidns and alia- 
sions, besides having the authors in that langua^ at his 
eomttiand. You will find professed quotations £roai 
authors, of the correctness of which you will not be 
satisfied ; and how important is it to be able to satisfy 
yourself by examining the originals ! Dr.- Priestly, in 
his controversy ^th Bishop Horsley, made translations 
from Epiphanius, in some passages of which he sup- 
pressed important parts of the original, u^der the plea 
that he was unwilling to burthen his readers with long 
extracts \ and it was. only by a reference to the original 
that his attempted imposture was exposed. When the 
passages were tak^ entire, it wassometimes found that 
the middle, which he had omitted, would contradict 
the two extremes. Oibbon is charged by Dawes, with 
having deceived in his quotations in fifty-six xinstances. 
Gibbon took no notice of any of these excq>t four^ 

In the third place, the Latinist obtains much ad- 
vantage from the fact, that English is derived from 
Greek and Latin. Greek constitutes a great part of 
our technical language, which is a vast field of infor- 
mation, to which we get access through the study <of 
that tongue, and more cheaply, more satisfactorily, 
and more easily, than we could in any other way. 

Again : the knowledge of the ancient languages 
c^ns to you access to writers who have formed stan- 
dards of taste. To fix a standard of tasEte is a wojk of 
very great importance, and so important, in my view, 
that I will give you my opinion scnnewhat at length 
oh the subject. Sound taste, sound sense, and sound 
morals go together : this is the law of the universe. 
Of what great importance therefore it is, that the stan- 
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dard fixed should be a good one : for when a good 
standard is once established, you can bring all writers 
to it, and approve or condemn and control them accord- 
ing to just rules. It is of great moment then to know 
the different standardly of different times and countries, 
that we may appreciate the excellencies and deficiencies 
of each, and learn by what steps they have been 
formed, overthrown, or superceded. 

CONCt.USION OF THE DECISION, P. M. 

I wa^ speaking of the ancients as fiimishing stan- 
darcls of taste. I remarked that sound taste, sound 
sense, and sound morals always go together. I do not 
ima^ne that this &ct will strike you as strongly, or 
appear to you as important, as it does to me, but I ad- 
vise you to consider it hereafter : keep the subject in 
mind, observe every evidence which presents itself re* 
lating to its truth and its importance, and form your 
own opinions, without depending on what I have now 
told you without evidence* The best mode to pursue 
in this examination I will recommend to you. Look 
through th^ ages of Christianity and Heathenism, look 
thiough the countries where Heathenism and Chris- 
tianity have prevailed, and look through the lands in 
which the Jews lived. Mark the sense and the mo- 
rality which distinguished each ; and you wiU find 
that the periods when the people were purest, were 
those in which the national taste was best. The de- 
dine of taste is generally perceptible in individual wri- 
ters; and every violation -of a good national taste, in 
my ajqMrehension, makes the man worse. During the 
times of Isaiah and Jeremiahj the national taste of the 
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Hebrews was still pretty goo^ though on the dedine ; 
but after their death it fell, and then morality fell witii 
it. So the Greeks and the Romans dropped their taste, 
such as it was, when their religion declined. In Great- 
Britain, at the present time, with the revival of religion, 
taste has risen. When I was a youth, taste was going 
down hill in that country With great rapidity, and Gib- 
bon helped it in its descent. But you can find no man to 
write now as he wrote, for he had still a portion of the 
national taste which he assisted to impair. You will 
see no spangles on poetry such as he put upon it. 

When I was much younger, there w^ said to be a 
vast quantity of light breaking in upon us: Godwin and 
Tom Paine were bringing it in, and we were to have 
an abimdance. Every thing old was so much scouted, 
that any one could challenge Christiahs to demonstrate 
"geometrically" their religion to be true, if filled with 
the spirit of these sentim^its. The light which was 
boasted of, however, was much like the light which an 
author tells us of, ** caused by certain tenebrificous 
stars, which shot out darkness, as other stars shoot out 
light :" a wonderful discovery ! Amidst corrupt senti- 
ments, great deviations firom correct taste will ^t into 
circulation and obtain currency. Many bad men, it is 
true, have had good taste*, but they have generally 
been the best among the bad. 

The Greeks regarded nature in thdr writings : so 
£d the Romans. The Europeans have copied them 
but the Asiatics have not. It becomes us before we 
fix our standard, to recover all the standards of the 
ancients: we cannot make a new one. We have 
standards of style in our own language ,- and those of 
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a high rank. . The time will come when Milton and 
Addison wiU hold the place of Homer and Virgil. 
This will be assigned them by the testimony of ages. 

The standard of our taste, therefore, should be 
high, considering the importance of the subject, and- 
the means we have. for its elevation. The advan-^ 
tages of studying the dead languages I have enume- 
rated as follows : . 

1st. The advantages which professional men de- 
rive from them. 

2d. The grammatical inowledge they give us of 
our own tongue. Our language is heterogeneous and 
anomalous : the Latm and Greek are analogical. 
Their origin was principally from one source : ours is 
derived ^om the Saxon, French, Celtic, Hebrew and 
other languages, beside the Greek and Latin. Though 
loany of these, in relation to our tongue, are large 
rivers, and others but sxnall rills, yet they mix and 
form the whole, which is of course very anomalous. 
I remember but one man, who was a good gramma- 
rian in English, and who did not understand the 
Latin language: that was Roger Sherman. His 
knowledge of gratomar ^pder this disadvantage was 
owing to the greatness of his mind. 

Those who study our language without being ac- 
quainted with Latin or Greek may be good grammari- 
ans as far as they go, but they do not go £ur enough. 
Those two languages give us grammar in a form nearly 
as perfect as we can ever expect to see it. In the gram- 
mar of the Latin or the Greeks we have a language 
reducible to rules^ the rules given, and the reasons for 

thorn shown* 
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The Greek seems to be the jnost perfect language 
we have, and the study of it gives ui? a view of 
what a perfect language is. This may be compared 
with the study of mathematics, in which the standard 
is perfect J and every thing is measured by a right and 
tmerring rule. In Gre^, although the rules are not 
without exceptionsj those exceptions are presented as 
deviations, and of the rules we never lose sight As 
these rules are founded on intelligible principles, such 
as our reason approves, we have before us a language 
of perfect reasoning, although the perfection does not 
extend to every point it contains. 

4th. The knowledge of a language gives you a 
knowledge of the nations who spdke it. I shall not 
enter into an examination of this point at present, hav- 
ing heretofore given you my views of it to some ex- 
tent in your recitations on Duncan and Locke : but, to 
enable you to determine fairly on a question like that 
now before us, it is proper that every important point 
be touched. 

5ih. By acquiring these languages you obtain a 
much greater knowledge of thought., Thought is 
changed and varied endlesi^, by minds and circum* 
stances. The thoughts of a Roman writer were not 
the same with those which are derived by an English- 
man, from reading a translation of his works. A mul- 
titude of instances might be cited to show how 
changes in circumstances and habits of lifej customs, 
religion, &c., &c., have often given to words an import 
which they did not originally possess. 

In the New Testament we read of a sick man 
being let down from the top of a house, to be placedat 
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the feet of the Saviour, when he was surrounded by a 
crowd, because access could not be obtained to the 
place where he stood in any oilier manner. YiThen an 
unlearned person- reads this passage, he forms an idea 
of a house, but not of such an house as that in which 
this event occured. The dwellings in Palestine were 
constructed with open squares or courts in the middle, 
and with flat roofs, to which the inhabitants often- re- 
treated for the enjoyment of the air. Now, instead of 
removing a part of the roof to let the sick man through, 
which a common reader might suppose must have 
been done, his Mends had only to lower him down 
from the level house-top, which might have been easily 
effected ; and this description, which clears up at once, in 
the most satisfactory manner, all the seeming incon- 
sistency in the account referred to, is but a fair example 
of many other cai^es in ancient writers, which require 
and are susceptible of the most ample explanation. 

We read in another place that Christ's coat was 
woven without seam. A word is here used to express 
&e garment he wore, which we call a coat. To an 
Englishman it would appear very inconceivable, that 
it should be woven without a single seam: but it 
is very plainly possible and easy to do it, when we 
know the form of the garment intended. On the 
habits and customs of the Israelites, you will find a 
great deal of interesting matter in the third and fourth 
volumes of Calmet's Fragments, and many advan- 
tages of this nature are to be derived from an acquain- 
tance with the languages. 

6th. I remark that the study of the languages has 
cherished or produced a strong attachment to what is 
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called doquenee in the large sense : good writing and 
good speaking. The poAver of eloquence is not the 
result of the study of science only. I will tell you 
how the subject strikes my mind. You will observe 
that where languages are chiefly cultivated, the arts 
and graces are cherished ; and the contrary takes place 
where science occupies the chief place, and the an- 
cient tongues are neglected. Among the Greeks and 
Romans great attention was paid to writing well, in 
their acceptation of the term: that is, they devoted 
great pains to the production of effect by their writings 
and speeches. They were very desirous of making 
impressions, though they had often too litde regard to 
the truth or justice of a case. And in this they suc- 
ceeded. In their courts, for example, they addressed 
the feelings of the judges, by bringing in criminals 
witli ashes on their heads, tOi excite commiseration 9 
and sometimes also, widows ahd orphans of persons 
who had suffered death, were exhibited to excite feel- 
ings against the murderers. With us such resorts are 
not allowed. We go to statutes and laws. These de- 
termine the case, and not those circumstances which 
are calculated only to arouse the passions. 

I think that science is on the whole of greater 
worth than languages : but the latter also have their 
value. In using the word science here, I intend to 
apply it in the popular sense, in which it . embraces 
the branches, of natural history, law, medicine, &c., as 
well as the purely intellectual departments. I advo« 
cate also the study of all these, although neither chem- 
istry, nor mineralogy, nor natural philosophy is to be 
carried into your common current business. I am in 
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&Tor of the languages combined '^^ith'the other bran- 
ches of knowledge, because mankind are creatures not 
merdy of jadgment, but of feeling also. This fact is 
oniTnersal and important ; and things have been wisely 
instituted 

The general tenor of the students of this college 
is to neglect rhetoric : yet, for writers of good s^se 
they may be fitirly pitted against any equal ntlmber of 
youths I have seen. The languages have bea:) 
proved here to be an usefol branch of study, though 
not the only useful one. From reading the ancient 
authors, the youth catches their fire, and receives moie 
and more of it the farther he proceeds. The faculty 
of speaking and writing well is of much value, and wor- 
thy of great attention ; and it is important that we under- 
stand by what course of study it is tof be attained. The 
cultivation of taste in language is undoubtedly a very 
necessary part of education: and wlifie I believe that 
the study of the sciences has a tendency to make great 
men, 1 believe also that the study of the languages has 
a tendency to make men eloquent. I would not com- 
pare the advantages of these two branches separately 
considered. I have no disposition to idolize the an- 
cients : but if the advantages to which I have referred, 
belong to vthe languages, let the feet that they belong 
to thepi be folly admitted. 

But we must at the same time view every thing 
else relating to the auicients with equal impartiality. 
Their religion was foolish ; their chemistry, astronomy, 
and natural philosophy, were a set of dry, feeble efforts. 
The politics of the present age, our reUgion, our 
morals, are incomparably better. Our natural phi- 
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losophy is as snperior to their system, as the accents 
of an orator to the lispings of a child. 

With regard to the arts, we are ifot on the whok 
behind them. In architecture, painting; sculptm^j &c. 
they excelled us. In other arts they were inferior; 
and taking the arts all together, we are much- more 
advanced than they were. They had not the study 
of foreign languages to go through in their course of 
education, but they apjdied themselves to their own 
tCHigue to acquire excellence in eloquence ; for the 
heavy, thougli profound speeches of those who study 
only intellectual branches, would not have moved 
their popular assemblies. Neither is the mere accu- 
mulation of knowledge of any kind at the present 
day the only proper object of education : the faculty of 
communicating it, is of indispensable importance. It is 
of the utmost consequence to operate upon mankind ; 
but every person iias not the power of doing it, for 
want of proper preparation. Various obstacles in- 
terpose themselves, in different cases, to prevent the 
effect of addresses from those not trained to the art 
of eloquence. For example, I wish to operate upon 
my friends, by agreeable or instructive conversation, 
in a chimney-comer; but if I, am ill-timed, or tedious, 
I had better let it alone. 

Whatever other acquisitions may have been made, 
the. youth who has not acquired the art of eloquence, 
will, for many occasions, have thrown away his 
talent. 

The sciences however ought not to be forgotten 
or neglected. They are necessary to us in education, 
because they accustom us to think^ and train us to 
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thinking in the best manner. But here they stop* 
They rather chill than cultivate the imagination, and 
they do not address themselves to any of the feelings, 
like the study of the languages. The love of country, 
the amor patricBy that attachment to one's own land, 
its inhabitants, and their good, which ought to prevail 
in the heart of every man, should be carefully "cherish- 
ed; and I know of no mode in which it has been so 
well sustained in education, as by the study of the 
languages. ^ 

Add together all these advantages which belong to 
this branch of education, and I think you will see that 
it has more to recommend it than is commonly sup- 
posed in this college. If the views which I have given 
yesterday and to-day upon the subject be just, I think 
you will be convinced that the study of dead languages 
is beneficial. If not, I would have you determine the 
question for yourselves.^/ 



DISPUTE XXXI. 

March S3d, 1814. 

Question. Ought the Judiciary to be independent 9 

DECISION. 

If Judges are dependent, they must be dependent 
either for their places or for their salaries. To inquire 
whether they should be dependent or not, leads us to 
enquire what they have to do. When we have con- 
sidered what their province is, we shall be able to see 
by what means they may become useful, and by what 
they may prove injurious. 

1st. To pronounce on the constitutionality of the 
laws, is one of the duties of a judge. You may ordi- 
narily suppose, that, in a time of peace and quietness, 
our laws will be constitutionally formed : but we can 
easily suppose congress rash enough in some cases to 
pass unconstitutional laws ; and these might produce 
extensive injury. In some instances it may be found 
a difficult matter clearly to understand or to show the 
meaning of our constitution; and in attempting it 
errors may be committed. Besides, frequent alterations 
of it are made j or proposed ; and if this practice should 
continue, it may become something like the clergy- 
man's wig, which was described as being Uke nothing 

23 
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else in the universe. It is changed so often, that it is 
likely to be changed into something of a different na- 
ture. 

2d. Another duty of the judges is to interpret the 
laws. This power is exclusively their own. The 
legislature make the laws, but is not allowed to inter- 
pret them when they have been made. 

3d. The judges always pronounce the sentence of 
the law. Here remark that the judges bring the law 
home to the fireside, to the family, to the man. This 
is a duty not within the province of the legislator. It 
requires integrity, as well as wisdom, in the highest 
degree. A good judge camiot avoid pronouncing 
the penalties of ^be laws upon offenders, nor can he 
refuse to execute the bad laws ; but bad laws will come 
through his hands in the most gentle way. 

4th. Another duty of the judge is, to expound the 
law. If a law be unwisely framed, he will have wis- 
dom enough to point out its evil tendency, and to show 
its defects. 

Now in the discharge of these several important 
duties, a jiuige may act under a bad influence. It is 
evident that judges may do much good and much hsmo 
by performing their tasks well or ill : and when you 
reflect on this you will see the necessity of their acting 
independently. 

Let us now enquire on whom may judges be de- 
pendent. When Judge Marshall pronounced s^itence 
in fevor of Colonel Burr, after his trial, . Mr. JeSetsm 
expressed an opinion in &vot of rendering the jtritcbry 
dependent, and hoped to persuade the pe<^le to sanction 
such a measure. But how injurious would have hem 



THE JUDICIARY. 261 

such a change ! Judge has shown m a stri- 
king maimer, and by sound reasoning, that there is ^o 
government in the world more dangerous than one con- 
sisting of two branches ; and, if our judiciary should 
be rendered dependent on the Legislative or Executive 
branch, we should have but two branches left us. Let 
us see how things would operate, if the judges were de- 
pendent on the legislature. 

Every house of legislature is generally governed by 
one, two, three or more prominent men on each side, 
whom the rest cannot resist. Those of the majority 
have a point they wish to carry, and pass a law. The 
judge pronounces it unconstitutional ; and they teU him 
they shall dispose of him. He draws with him a train 
of their opponents, and a contest soon grows out of it, 
which may inclme the bench from side to side with the 
changing power of the parties. 

It is said that some check is necessary for a judge, 
to keep him upright. You may safely adopt this opin- 
ion : thai; it is better to have one tyrant than a hundred. 
The one may demand from you two-thirds of all you 
possess : the hundred will pick you to the bone. I have 
seen wicked men placed in houses of legislation, and 
observed their conduct, I have seen office-covetors 
sacrifice their honesty : office-seekers are usually dis- 
honest men. 

We are to depend on our judges. They axe hable 
to odium if just and virtuous men, because they will 
displease the bad ; but if they are beyond their reach, 
they will not be prevented from performing their duty. 

If they are dependent on the Executive, they will 
be afraid of him, because they may be deprived of their 
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salaries for deciding against his wishes. Even if a 
judge have sufficient property for his support, and is in 
no danger of starving by being deprived of his salary, 
he has a character ; and to be hurled out of office is 
considered as disgracefiil. But suppose, that after being 
deprived of the office he continues to be respected, and 
enjoys prosperity in Ufe, what will his successor do? 
Will he risk his reputation and property, to maintain 
the principles for which the fomoer was removed, and 
stand ready to be displaced in his turn whenever the 
case may demand it? Will he unnecessarily incur the 
hazard of being thrown out by the Executive like a 
tennis ball ? No : if he accepts the office, it will not be 
until he has his conscience seared. If you have judges 
turned out of office for discharging their duty, your 
second set will be dishonest ; and your third will be 
worse yet. I want to see on the benches such judges 
as nothing in the universe will shake. 

The universal doctrine on this subject is, to take 
away temptation from men to abuse the office of judges. 
You will get good judges if they are to remain in office 
for Ufe. 

But in reply to these arguments it is said, that the 
judges of the state of Connecticut are dependent. This 
I lament : it is the weak spot in the constitution : it is 
the heel of Achilles ; it is the vulnerable point — and 1 
fear we are wounded there sometimes. There is how- 
ever much stability in our offices in this state. In Ver- 
mont it is totally different : the judges there are in fact 
entirely dependent, and a change in the judiciary must 
soon be made. 

The press in this country fought many a battle to 
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obtain the independence of the judiciary ; and in my 
opinion it never acted so wisely. I would have a 
judge fear nothing but God : to every thing else his 
fece should be iron and brass. So important and dif- 
ficult is the office of judge, that the first man in the 

community ought to hold it. 
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DISPUTE XXXII. 

March S3d, 1814. 

Question. Do Spectres appear f 

Remark* That what is immaterial cannot reflect 
light is nothing, as an objection to the appearance of 
spectres. Angels are seen. If God is to make spectres 
apparent to us, they must send light to our eyes. It i3 
contrary to our experience that inmiaterial objects are 
visible: but not beyond the power of God to make 
them so. If a spectre is to appear, I apprehend God 
can make it appear. We are to argue concerning 
&cts, and not concerning the possibility of the thing, 
for the appearance of spectres is supposed to be against 
the laws of nature. 

DECISION. 

It is somewhat remarkable that the appearance of 
spectres has been in most nations and through most 
ages, the object of supreme belief, and through other 
ages, with some men, an object of supreme contempt. 
It is very commonly asserted, that the testimony in 
favour of their appearance is not suflScient ; that they 
have appeared only to men in humble life ; that they 
appear only to one person and in the night ; that the 
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motives often are trivial ; that there never has been 
an instance in which the evidence of such appearances 
was satisfactory ; that many supposed cases of their 
appearance have been proved to be mistakes ; that where 
they have been doubted, tales of them have , ceased ; 
and, on the contrary, where they have been behoved in, 
they have multipUed. 

On the other side it has been said, there is no more 
reason to disbelieve the appearance of spectres a priori 
than any other fact. Angels and evil spirits visit this 
world, then why may'not the spirits of departed men? 
The angel who appeared to St. John in the Apocal3^pse 
said : " I am of thy brethren the prophets." Pearhaps 
he was a Saint, and intended to be so understood. 
Samuel appeared to Saul ; and c^her cases might be 
mentioned in which departed spirits have returned to 
the earth, and visibly appeared to men. It is not 
necessary^ that the errand on which a spirit may be sent, 
should be immediately of great consequence to men : 
it may prove so afterwards. Some of the objections to 
the appearance of spectres above mentioned have been 
replied to in the course of the discussion : as for in- 
stance, it has been said with tnith, that spectres have 
sometimes been reported to be seen by day light, by 
several witnesses at once, and under eircumstances 
fevorable to die detection of imposture. 

The story told by Dr. Smith has already been 
alluded to. He states that he was onoe engs^d in 
the settlement of a large estate in England, and found 
that a highly impcNrtant documeE^ was missing, which 
was absolutely necessary to prove ibe title. As a very 
interesting femily w«:e depeodeni in the decisicm of 
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the case for their hveUhood, his feehngs were greatly 
excited on the subject. The time rapidly approached 
when the cause was to be tried; and as he was sitting 
alone in his study one day, a stranger presented him- 
self, in a neat black dress, without any thing very ex- 
traordinary in his appearance, whose approach was 
attended by no noise, and of whose appearance he was 
not aware until he raised h|s eyes by accident. Al- 
thougk he was surprised to find a person thus uncere- 
• moniously introduced into his private study, he had 
at first no suspicion of his being a supernatural 
visiter. The stranger after a courteous salutation, 
informed him that he knew he was anxiously wishing 
to obtain an important document, and that it was to be 
found in the possession of a nobleman whom he men- 
tioned, and to whom he recommended to him to make 
application. After communicating this information 
the mysterious visiter disappeared, it was diflS.cult to 
imagine how ; for he was not yet suspected of being a 
spectre, and, on enquiry being made, none of the fami- 
ly had seen such a person, either entering or retiring. 
The Doctor appears to have been a man of strong mind, 
neither weak nor superstitious. He dehberated much 
and coolly upon this singular occurrence, but felt a 
great unwillingness to apply to the nobleman in question, 
on what appeared such unsatisfactory ground, and such 
an errand, and at last made up his nund to take no 
notice of the matter. He however was again visited 
by the same person, under very similar circumstances, 
being again surprised in his study by his unexpected 
appearance, and being once more urged, with more 
petsuasion to apply to the nobleman and request him 



268 BISPVTS THIETY-SECOND. 

to search for the paper. He at length became coU' 
viuced that the es^rimeut was worth trying, he visit* 
ed the nobleman and obtained what he desired. The 
document proved of the utmost importance, and 
saved the estate to the rightful heirs. The Doctor 
afterwards collected all the &cts relating to the stran- 
ger's appearance, and make^ out a very strong claim 
of evidence in favour of his being a spectre. The 
story does not sound like a common one: the narrator 
was a man of good character and wit. He possessed 
an ardent mind, and strong prejudices, but had strength 
of intellect and was one of the first English preachers. 

The circumstsuices of this case were peculiar, and 
several of the natural objections to common ghost 
stories will not lie against it. The spectre is repre- 
sented to have come into the Doctor's room in the day 
time ; there was nothing thajt would seem likely to 
fiivor imposture or mistake ; the veracity of the narra- 
tor cannot be questioned ; and the proof of the whole 
seems to have been famished by the finding of the 
document sought for. Perhaps this story is in all 
respects as unexceptionable as any that has ever been 
fiimished to prove the appearance of spectres. 

I will mention another. The authority on which' 
it rests I consider good : the man who fiimished the 
evidence was not a learned man, but was of unques- 
tionable veracity, and remarkable for his moderation. 
He was a respectable inhabitant of this town some 
years ago, with whom I was acquainted. At the age 
of sixteen, and while an apprentice to his Either, who was 
a blacksmith, he was proceeding firom a fiiend's to his 
fether's house at about two o'clock at night, when he 
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saw a person walking at no great distance before hini. 
He took him for a fellow apprentice, with whom he 
was on terms of intimacy and warm friendship, and 
walked &st to overtake him, making as little noise as 
possible, intending to take him by surprise. They 
were but a little distance from the old burying 
grouiul on the Green as he drew near, and the course 
taken by the young man was by one of the paths lead- 
ing into it. He soon overtook him, and suddenly ex- 
tmding his artas endeavored to clasp him round the 
body : but to bis surprise, he did not arrest his pro- 
gress, nor appear to attract his notice, nor was he 
sensible of feeUng any thing in his grasp. Still he was 
not at all alarmed, but felt so confident that the young 
man was his friend, that he continued to pursue him, 
until he proceeded to a spot in the burying-ground, 
where he stopped and speedily vanished. He thought 
the occurrence so extraordinary, that he determined to 
mark the spot, and gathering a few bones, brush and 
stones together, made a little heap, and proceeded home- 
ward. He went to his room, and retired to bed ; after 
which he learnt from some of the family that his fel- 
low apprentice was sick. His disease which was the 
pleurisy, soon terminated his life. When the sexton 
went to the grave-yard, some of the friends, who accom- 
panied him to determine the spot where the grave 
should be made, without any knowledge of the story 
of the apparition, chose the place where it had disap- 
peared ; so that the first thing the sexton did was to 
clear away with his spade the Uttle heap by which it 
had been distinguished. These details I received from a 
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gentteman who liad them from the surviving apprentice. 
I might have heard the story from him also, as he lived 
for sometime afterwards, and I attended at his last sick- 
ness and prayed with liim : but I never asked him any 
questions on the subject. The evidence was strong 
that he told the truth ; and there was nothing that I 
know of to contradict it. It is true that the time was 
night : but the moon was bright, and objects at a short 
distance were almost as distinctly visible as by day. 
There was indeed no important end to be accomplished 
by the apparition, so far as we can see, unless that of 
producing useful impressions on the mind of the 
young man. This is also liable to another common 
objection; viz. that there was but one witness of the 
supposed spectre. 

I remark of the belief in spectres, that it prevails 
among ignorant people. This I might attribute in 
all cases to the influence of fear overcoming a weak 
intellect : but persons of intelligence and judgment 
have also been found among the number. A man of 
this character, a friend of mine, firmly believed that 
his wife used to come for five or six weeks after her 
death, and sit by his bed-side and converse with him. 
He spoke of her visits, and at. length mentioned 
that she informed him she should not appear again: 
which he afterwards declared was the fact. He was 
not inclined to superstition, but firmly maintained the 
truth of this story. The conversations he had held 
with the apparition were distinctly remembered by 
him, and frequently spoken of. They related to mat- 
ters important to the £imily, particularly the manage- 
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ment of the children. Here was a strong conviction 
of the ajqpearance of a spirit, but with no fear, no 
superstition, no weakness of mind. 

But it is true^ as is often remarked, that supposed 
q>ectres are generally seen but by solitary persons, in 
the night ajid in lonely places ; and that many tales of 
apparitions have been proved to be totally false. The 
witches which once made so much noise in New-Eng- 
land, and were so extensively believed in, have all 
been explained, and the stories which then passed for 
truth, are universally rejected. Such changes in opi- 
nions sometimes take place. Dr. Cotton Mather, a 
very great man, but with some whims, wrote a book 
to prove that a deiiial of the appearance of spectres 
was an approval of the doctrine of the Sadducees. 
The course of reasoning in this work was very 
weak. Such however was the general opinion at the 
time, that the power of witches and the interference 
of spirits in the affairs of men were seriously believed, 
and the Superior Court of Massachusetts in many 
cases punished capitally persons convicted of witch- 
craft. Now this was an extraordinary case in history. 
In almost all countries capital laws have existed 
against witchcraft. In England there have been many, 
cases in which executions have taken place. It may 
seem strange that a court like that of Massachusetts 
could have proceeded to such a length in circumstan- 
ces of the kind ; but they proceeded on the ground that 
spectral sights afforded legal testimony : and this 
being once admitted, convictions and sentences neces- 
sarily followed. Still many sentences were probably 

entirely unjustifiable* Judge Sewall, who was con- 
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cemed in condemning those who suffered death, After- 
wards became so strongly convinced of having done 
wrong, that he made a yearly confession before the 
church. A magistrate in Northampton received a 
complaint from one inhabitant against another for be- 
witching him, and had him whipped ten stripes, saying 
it was justice if not law. Now numerous reports of 
this kind, however false, no doubt passed as truCy 
because public opinion was favorable to them, and no 
evidence against them was brought to light. I am 
therefore ready to believe, that other stories, equally 
destitute of foundation, may gain credence in societies 
predisposed to believe them, and may present them- 
selves in a respectable aspect to the world, being pre- 
sumed to be supported by evidence. 

The mind, it is well known, may be so affected by 
disease as to receive strange and false conceptions. A 
lady of this town, of very amiable character and much 
respected, some years since exhibited a case of this 
kind. Her husband had a controversy with a man, 
from which she appears to have apprehended some un- 
happy Jesuit : for hearing a knocking at the door one 
day, and seeing her husband leave the room, she fen- 
cied that his enemy had come to do him some injury. 
Her agitation threw her into a fit of hysterics, during 
which she was heard by her friends to speak as if to 
two men fighting in her presence, and showed symp- 
toms of wildness and terror. The occasion which 
, gave rise to her alarm was of some trivial nature, in 
no way connected with what she fancied ; so that the 
effects on herself were caused by her fears. Cases of 
this kind are by no means uncommon, and we readily 
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admit that sach effects may be easily produced by an 
excited imagination : if tfanerefoie a person who thinks 
he has seen a spectre proves to have been frightened 
before-hand, or at the first sight, his testimony is to be 
discarded of course. 

What is called in common language " The Vapors," 
is a state of mind totally unexplained. A clergyman 
in this state was once alarmed in the dark, ani &ncied 
he saw spectres. On giving me some of the particu- 
larsy I told him I beUeved he had only had an affection 
of this kind, and was aUe to give him some evidence 
that such was the &ct. The nature of this affection 
is very peculiar. The person in certain states, (I do not 
know what,) when standing, or lying, or sitting, &ncies 
human beings, generally deformed, presenting them- 
sdves before him, and thinks himself talkmg to them, 
perhaps walking among them. His eyes are generally 
shut at the time, though he imagines them open. These 
appearanqes often correspond exacdy with descriptions, 
given of spectres ; and we may suppose that decep- 
tions are produced in this mamier on those who think 
they have seen apparitions. 

> A pretty large part of the cases in which spectres 
have been reported to have appeared have never been 
enquired into. I was once passing at night between a 
friend's house and my own, when I saw something 
lying upon a fence, which I thought resembled a child 
which was sick in my house. I approached the place, 
when a large cat jumped from the fence. I have made 
it a rule to investigate every strange appearance I see, 
and find out whether there is really any thing wonder- 
fiil in it. I was once just about to retire to bed, having 
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already put out the candle, when I observed a bdgfat 
Ught on the floor and the side of the room. It did not 
show the sash of the window, as I thought it would 
have done if it had shone in from without, nor did it 
assume any distinct form. After a short time it disap- 
peared, and I never was aUe to explain it in any man- 
ner : but nothing afterwards occurred which could be 
connected with it ; and the cause was no doubt a na- 
tural one, which I could not ascertain for the wunt of 
knowledge. The appeaiance of any thing ertraoidi- 
nary does not necessarily prove any thing in iavor of 
spectres, but only sho^irs our ignorance. If every sin- 
gular appearance were careftilly examined into, the 
nun^r of spectres would be lessened. But this is not 
often done. We take the account given by a person in 
a fright, and it has generally passed through several 
moudis before it reaches a man at all prepared to le* 
ceive it with caution* Every case wMch I have been 
able to investigate has turned out as an occurrence ac< 
cording with the laws of nature ; and I bdieve other 
observers, with proper ^attention, would come to the 
same result. 

I would admit astory of a spectre, if as well attested 
as any proved in a court of justica Make out such a 
case, and I will believe it. It is within the power of 
God to make spectres appear : there is no contradiction 
involved in it. Still, arguing from facts, it seems to 
me most probable that they do not appear : though I 
cannot prove that they do not. 
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DISPUTE XXXIII. 

Mm«Ii 8901,1814. 

(Question. Dots Temptation dmimsh the turpitude of a Crime t 

Remark 1st. Courts of justice r^iaid the intention, 
but the temptation also. 

Remark 2(L Every man ought to obey govem- 
ment, whether he has made a contract with.it or not. 
So on the other hand, if he had committed murder, I 
should hang him, whether he had agreed to the social 
compact or no. 

Remark 3d. Adam and Eve found mercy, but the 
&llen angels did not It has been thought that Adam 
and Eve were thus fsLvored, because they were more 
ignorant, and therefore did not sin against so much 
light It seems as if this were reasonable. The case 
of Adam and Eve then does not argue in iBstvor of tlie 
doctrine that temptation diminishes the turpitude of 
a crime. 

Remark 4th. As soon as physical motives to do 
evil are offered to us, then temptation b^;ins. Tempta- 
tions exist in Heaven, and the Mien angels found them 
there. 

Remark 6th. There are two kinds of desires in 

Uie human mind: 1st those which are innocent in 
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their nature, but which may become wrong by being 
carried to excess ; 2d. those which are wrong in their 
nature. I beUeve that the desire of property is right. 
The love of the esteem of others is certainly right, 
but not in the manner in which ambitious men enter- 
tain it. Envy is always wrong. The desire of physi- 
cal good, I think, is always .right, when not exercised 
immoderately. 

DECISION. MARCH 30th. 

I 

This question has been commonly argued a pri- 
ori^ but I have been dissatisfied with this mode. If 
you can be sure that you have before you all the 
necessary considerations, and can let them have their 
full weight, there is no objection against pursuing this 
course. But it seems to me that some persons take into 
view only a part of the considerations which they 
ought, and arrive at conclusions so often against expe- 
rience and facts, that I should rather go to facts. Ar- 
guing with facts is so beneficial, on all practical sub- 
jects, that I give it the preference, and I think I often 
detect errors in those who pursue the opposite course. 
Let us examine some of the arguments a priori. 

If the temptation is diminished to an infinite degree, 
it is said by some, it reduces the crime to nothing. I 
think that here is a serious errror, because, 

1st. They do not bring into distinct view all that 
belqngs to the subject I have told you, that if the 
greatest motives presented to man in any case indepen- 
dently of the evil heart, were in feivor of wrong, there 
could be no mminahty in preferring it But such a 
case can nevex. be. God has offered us his love as a 
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rexirard of our obedience : this is the greatest of all 
motives. There never will be, and never can be a 
case in, which sin will not be a crime, and a very great 
crime. God says sin '^ is that abominable thing which 
I hate." 

2d. They do not distinguish between motives and 
temptations. We can make motives great by the in- 
tenseness of our inclinations ; or they may be great 
in themselves. Here are two persons who behold a 
motive. There is no incUnation in one of them to 
make it stronger than it is: but the other may have a 
very strong desire, which makes it far more powerful 
to one, than to the other. The bias of the man, 
the state of the inclinations, make the motive very 
great or very small. The difference of feelings is 
well expressed in the short story of the man who had 

a controversy with Deacon B . The former 

told the latter he would do him all the harm in his 
power. The Deacon replied, tliat he would do him 
all the good in his power. 

The criminality, in every case, lies in the inclina- 
tions : not at all in the temptation. We are now to ask 
whether the turpitude consists in the temper. If a 
mstn should have a physical thing presented for which 
he had a strong desire, and sin in consequence, we 
should consider him as less culpable than if he were 
more indifferent towards it. If a student should beat 
another without provocation, he would be thought 
more culpable than if he had been attacked first. 
There was a man by the name of Bell, who was among 
the young men of this town when they came up to 
threaten the students. While they were disputing 
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near the comer of the yard, be pushed one of the 
students, and a number of them went out of the yard, 
took him, and brought him in by £>rce, to punish him 
by pumping. Now in this act they would not be 
thought to have been as blameable as if they had done 
it without provocation. 

The Jews and other nations have distinguished be- 
tween manslaughter and murd^. This distinction 
would not be made, unless temptation had been sup- 
posed to have diminished the turpitude of a crime. So- 
ber legislatures have decided in the same manner in ma- 
ny instances; and God himself has drawn this distinc- 
tion. A child goes to a pear tree, belonging to a stranger, 
and gets some of the pears. I do the same. I, being a 
man, ought not to have been tempted by the firuit as 
strongly as the child, and therefore am more culpable. 

I think the doctrines of the Scriptures acknowledge 
this distinction. ^^ There hath no temptation be&ll^i 
you except what is common to all men." We also read 
of being " tempted beyond measure." There are other 
passages bearing the same views. 

I take it that human feelings go the same way. A 
sdioolmaster will not whip a boy so much for striking 
another with provocation, as if he had been struck fiist 
himself All courts do the same; and I remark that all 
lawyers, divines and magistrates say, that the crime, 
where there is less temptation, is more criminal than 
where there is more, but yet some are unwilling to 
declare in what temptation consists. 

It is said that it is inju^ous to morality to admit 
this prineiple. I never thought that truth was unfiriend- 
ly to morality. I do not perceive that this principle . 
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is often used to extenuate crimes. No sober man 
of this country, so &r as I know, ever will commit 
a crime because it is not so bad as another. If it were 
a fiict HiSLt the doctrine were thus applied, and by 
sober men, I sliould think it entailed a suspicion of the 
doctrine. Instead, however, of entertaining any ap- 
prehension of such a result, I should think that the 
contrary principle would prove very hurtful in its in- 
fluence on the community. According to it, how 
would the servant that knew not his Lord's will and 
did it not, be less culpable than he that knew it and * \ 
refiised to obey? The former had less temptation 
offered him. I cannot help behoving, that such is the 
meaning of this doctrine of our Saviour ; and that to 
interpret it differently will be acted on at the Day of 
Judgment. 

I think, therefore, without carrying the subject far- 
ther, that temptation does diminish the turpitude of a 
crime. 



J 



DISPUTE XXXIV. 

Mareh 30di, 1814. 

Qaestion. Ought Manufactures to he encouraged in ike United States f 

Remark 1st. There is no difference between the ca- 
pacity of our countrymen and Englishmen. In triple- 
gilt buttons we eq^al them. In cloths, perhaps we do 
not equal them, in the finest: what are called superfine 
cloths in England. The superfine London cloths are 
much like our superfine flour : that is, all that is not 
bran. In plating we equal them. There is nothing in 
the story of American imbecility. There is not a work- 
man in the world like Mr. Whitney, in the same 
branches. There is nothing known in Europe about 
fitting the parts of muskets as he does, unless they have 
stolen the art from him : this business they well know. 
In this country we have devised a method of setting 
card teeth which was unknown. We have invented 
a way to spin yarn by one woman, thirty runs in a 
day, with a nap to it, which their manufecturers have 
pronounced impossible. 

Remark 2d. Mr. David D^e, of Glasgow in Scot- 
land, set up cotton machinery, and had 1,200 people 
employed at it. He was a religious man, and built a 
church and had preaching for them. He had schools 
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also, and made the children attend twice a day. Tbi 
clergymen had as orderly a congregation as mos. 
can boast of. This is not owing to the cottoB 
manu&ctories, but to David Dale. Common man- 
u&cturers have the same opportunity to learn ai 
cattle have. What would students learn if they wew 
sent here, and left to take care of themselves? 

Remark 3d. Words ending in t6/e and o&Ze always 
mean power. Proportionable is often used instead oj 
Proportional. 

Remark 4th. England contains one hundred and 
ninety-eight people to a square mile ; France one hun- 
dred and ninety-six and a fraction, according to lata 
calculations. Massachusetts, Rhode-Island and Con- 
necticut contain but sixty to a square mile. 

DECISION. APRIL 1st. 

The arguments in &vor of the establishment of 
manufactures in the United States, are such as these. 
1st. That they will render us independent. 3d. Our 
situation will be made less precarious. 3d. We should 
secure to ourselves the articles necessary in time of 
war. 4th. That we should have fewer causes of war. 
5th. They would give us wealth by having all our 
labor performed here, and all the results of it em- 
ployed in our own country. 

1st. Independence. This is the chief subject on 
which the friends of manufactures rely. What is in- 
dependence ? We may become independent, 1st, By 
wanting nothing. 2d, By getting every thing. But 
where is the man who can place himself iti this situa- 
tion? We must be dependent on one another. I 
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think the wants of a man are like those of a country. 
Who is not dependent upon a barber, a blacksmith, a 
tailor 1 The rich man is the most dependent of all as 
to labor. Mr. Jefferson wished to have those on our 
borders friends rather than enemies, and therefore 
urged the extension of our boundaries. But the inhabi- 
tants of the regions about the Rocky Mountains are 
as much strangers, and as likely to be eilemies, as those 
at the Mississippi. He wanted no outside row to his field. 
A man may contract his wants. If we were satisfied 
^ to wear drugget, we might get sheep enough to supply 
ourselves with clothing. If we could eat dogs, we 
^ could easily obtain sufficient food. If we will ride 
in horse carts, they will cost little ; and if we will 
walk, it will cost less. But to all this we are not in- 
clined. We look far for conveniences and luxuries. 
Our own country produces very little gold or silver : 
but many think that coined eagles are very pretty 
things, especially when in his own chests or purses. 

In my opinion pecuniary independence consists in 
having enough to exchange fi)r what we want. Now 
it is said, that we areJ to be made independent by manu- 
fecturing. England is dependent for wood, grain, flax, 
hemp, tea, and many other articles. She is dependent 
on the Dutch for codfish, who catch them on her 
shores. Yet they complain bitterly of their depen- 
dence. Men will raise and produce such things as 
they can with the least expense. England will raise 
pines perhaps, but how ? By stoves and green houses ; 
and this will prove so expensive that they will rather 
be sent for to the West Indies. I love rice : but I must 

go to South*Carolina for it. I want monef to pay for 

25 
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it ; and how shall 1 get it? I teach you, young gen- 
tlemen. 

A country will be dependent, in one sense, if it 
wants what another has got. In another way it may 
be dependent, when it has not the- means of defence, 
and is compelled to go to some foreign nation, cap in 
hand, to obtain protection. I have not the same views 
of dependence which many have. I believe that God 
made men necessary to each other, in order that a sense 
of our dependence; might lead us to treat one another 
as we ought. So I think is Jhe fact in relation to dif- 
ferent countries, except in matters of defence. The 
miser must bar his house, and so must a country 
always take measures for defence against its enemies. 

On the other hand, it is the opinion of some, that 
we cannot establish manufactures, for the want of 
capital, and the want of skill ; and that if we could, and 
should make the experiment, we must' adopt unjust 
laws, and expose oi^rselves to the vice, diseases and 
disorderly spirit to which manufacturing nations are 
subject. Let us examine these objections. 

2d. Vice. It is true that countries in which manu- 
factures abound, Imve suffered much from thp vicious 
tendency of the work people. The English speak of 
the cotton manufacturers as absolutely profligate ; and 
yet David Dale succeeded in making his workmen vir- 
tuous. Colonel Humphrey has dcNtie the same in his 
manufactory at Humi^eyville in this state ; and the 
Selectmen of that town have i^tated that they receive 
instruction, have a school and public worship on the 
Sabbath, and are of good habits, aiid peaceable in their 
behavior. Beside this, ithey ^oy remarkable faealtli. 
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Instead of employing steam^ they use water, which is 
vastly superior on several accounts. Now manufac- 
turing may be carried on to a great extent in this 
country by water. Our mill streams, as I know from 
observation, are powerful enough to turn all the ma- 
chinery that^the country can want. They have gene- 
rally all the descent of water desirable, and enough of 
it for every purpose. The use of water in manufac- 
turing, it is to be remembered, is very cheap and very 
healthful. In some processes it would be necessary to 
use steam, or to keep the air constantly heated with 
stoves ; to what extent this may prove unwholesome I 
do not know. Some kinds of manufiicturing are ne- 
cessarily unhealthy. 

3d. Morality. Manufecturers should be compelled 
to guard the morals of their work people. * The state 
of Connecticut has begun to compel those in this state 
to employ their men with such a reference to their 
morals, that they may enjoy advantages for estabUsh- 
mg good characters ; and Colonel Humphrey regards 
this as conferring a benefit on the manufacturers them- 
selves. 

4th. Health, I believe the work people at Hum-: 
phreyville are as healthy as any in the state. Their 
food, employments and amusements tend to health, as 
facts have proved. No other people have so generally 
escaped the prevaiUng disease ag they, although the 
neighboring inhabitants have suffered from it as much 
as we. Manufacturers may in -many cases be sober, 
virtuous, and in health. Whether it can always be so 
or not, I cannot tell. In different parts of England the 
manufecturers are represented to be as dissolute aspos- 
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sible, and they have diseases of a separate class, on which 
large volumes have been written. They are "peculiar 
to those districts, and very deadly ; and these examples 
should put us on our guard, though I do not know that 
all manu&cturing places, are to expect to suffer from 
the same cause. 

5th. SkUL Our countrymen have not the sam^ skill 
as the European manufacturers, but they may be so 
educated as to acquire it. There are no people more 
ingenious, especially in manufactures of different kinds, 
and they are fast advancing in them. Our superfine 
broadcloth is already as good as the European, and our 
gold and silver wormanship is not much inferior. It is 
skilful enough to satisfy us. In some things we are 
lame ; but there are reasons for it. We do not manu- 
facture mathematical instruments : why ? There is rio 
demand for them. 1 believe, however, w6 shaU .be able 
to do it by and by. 

6th. Cheapness. We can make superfuie olotbs 
cheap, but not coaj-se ones. Those things which are 
done by dint of labor must be dearer with us than in 
Europe. At Leeds, cloth is made in famihes, where, 
you will observe, time can be applied at the greatest 
possible advantage, and there will be inducements to 
every one to use the best efforts to excel. In 1810 
the cloth woven in this manner amounjted to seven- 
teen thousand yards. Now I should not have thought 
it had been as many inches. It is wonderfiil how 
much is woven in this country. In an old state of 
society, you cannot abridge human labor, without 
depriving a great many persons of their, subsistence. 
In England, therefore, there cannot well be an 



MANUFACTURES. 287 

abridgment of labor introduced. It would, neces- 
sarily bring distress upk)n a greater or less number of 
persons whose services would be rendered unnecessary. 

In our own country, on the contrary, every abridg- 
ment of labor is evidently a blessing. And if we manu- 
fecture, we should begin on the plan of abridging as 
much as possible ; for the more cheaply we can obtaiin 
the means of comfort, the better is our condition. If 
ten stockings are made instead of one, it is a gain to 
the country. Manufactories besides would furnish em- 
ployment to many children who now run about the 
streets, as well as to many men and women who do 
nothing. Thus the country would gain, and these 
also, who would in this manner be furnished with the 
means of subsistence. The highest workmen in En- 
gland receive higher wages than our best : but our low- 
est wages will sustain a man. 

Give the manufacturer encouragement by raising 
wages, if it is for public defence, to extend, improve or in- 
troduce any species of manufacture ; but not otherwise. 
If yon can get the productions of our manufacturers on 
terms as favorable to ourselves as those on which we 
can supply ourselves from abroad, I should say let us 
take them. But if you are to drive up our manu&c- 
tories till they equal the Europeans, you had better let 

them alonie. 
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DISPUTE XXXV. 

Question. Is Privateering Jusdfiahle f 
DECISION. 

In the first place — The greJat defence of privateer- 
ing is made on the ground that it is agreeable to the 
laws of nations. These laws have been established 
partly on two foundations : — 1st. The law of nature ; 
and 2d. The law of God. 

When we appeal to the law of nations, we appeal 
first to principles which we suppose ought, from their 
own nature, to be maintained; and then to give 
strength to our positions, we appeal to agreements 
made between nations, in which they have been 
avowed. 

If we have just views of the law of nations, we 
shall come at once to this conclusion : that such a law 
must be imperfect as a rule of conduct between men. 
When nations form treaties, it is perfectly well known 
that each generally gets as much as it can ; consult- 
ing only its own supposed benefit, and yielding noth- 
ing that it can retain. With respect to questions 
which they sometimes undertake to decide, questions 
involving important principles, it is no less true tibat 
the determination is often affected by selfish considera- 
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tions, which render it very different from that which 
would have been given by a common judicial tribunal, 
and at variance from the law of God. All nations are 
marching with a rapid step towards the recognition of 
the law of nations : but it is not to be supposed that 
they as yet embrace all that they ought When na- 
tions undertake to determine a question, disputes arise, 
and we have passion to sit as umpire. We are to 
yield something, as well as something to demand: and 
we as well as others are resolved to hold as much as we 
can. The consequence is that a compromise is to be 
made, or nothing can be done; and though reason 
might require a decision wholly on one side, it must be 
made on some middle ground. The laws of nations 
therefore, are not always agreeable to those of natare, or 
to those of God ; and must be regarded as a lame code, 
in relation to their obligations on mankind.' Writers, 
therefore, who quote the law of nations as authority, 
appeal to what is imperfect, instead of going to the law 
of God. Yet much has been gained by the progress 
alse^y made by nations in fixing important principles. 
They do not now ordinarily burn their culprits, nor 
throw them from the Tarpeian Rock. We have gained 
much, compared with nothing, but little in comparison 
with what we want, for there are important principles 
which have not yet been acknowledged by nations. 
You well know what importance I give to facts : but 
yet principles which can be proved by common sense, 
I regard as established, and I maintain them with 
firmness ; and you will observe, there is no decision of 
common sense unless in &vor of the melioration of the 
evils of war. 
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There are some men who advocate privateering ; 
but do you take awjay those who are engaged in it, 
and you will find all otheps dead against it. Those 
whose interests are enlisted in the employmeni-are 
loud in its defence, for they wish to see it continued, 
and they know that the sense of their countiymen is 
against it. It is objected to any interference with pri- 
vateering, that <Ms is merely on^ part of a great evil, 
and that we should go to the root, and exterminate war. 
This is said witli more truth than sense : for one of 
the steps to be taken for the extermination of war, is to 
destroy privateering. The only means by which we 
can aid to effect this great object, situated as we are 
in this country, is by clipping 6S principle afler prin- 
ciple. I do not say that it must all be done at once, or 
that nothing must be attempted. The strong man who 
seized the whole horse's tail at a grasp, was not able to 
pull it out, while the weak man in time succeeded by 
pulling out hair by hair. 

It has been asserted by some writers, that during a 
war between two countries, every man in each nation 
is an enemy of every one in the other; Suppose I have 
a Mend now living in Great Britain : if I should meet 
him, would it be my duty to kill him? You would not 
say it would be, any of you. But it may be said that 
such a ca^ should be regarded as an exception, and 
that the rule may properly be applied to all who are 
strangers to each other. But why should we be re- 
quired to entertain such feelings ? . We cannot be at 
war with persons whom we know nothing about. The 
feet consequently is, that a large part of the. people of 
a country, in a time of war, are not enemies to those of 
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the country engaged in a contest with them. The go- 
vernments may be at war, while the people are not. It 
often happens, therefore, that while diis state continues, 
a correspondence is kept up, as far as practicable, be- 
tween individuals, \dth expressions of good will.— 
Friends are not of course lost to each other. In accord- 
ance with this fact is the humane treatment now en- 
joyed by prisoners in civilized: countries, where, as is 
customarily remarked, even if taken in arms, a man, 
from the moment; of his capture, is not treated as an 
enemy. , s 

What are the feelings 6f the French at the presemt 
time ? Do they feel any personal hostility towards the 
people of the countries with which France is at war ? 
They are chained and dragged to the field, and forced 
to fight. So unwilling are they to engage iii the cam- 
paign against the Russians, that parents conceal their 
sons, or pay large sums for theii release. When we 

speak of nations, we are often, lia^ble to make mis- 
takes, by taking the word in different senses. When 

we speak of two nations as ^t war, we are apt to feel 
as if the persons who compose them, were actuated by 
bitter hatred towards each pther, than which nothing 
is pfl»n fiirther from the truth. . In England and tliis 
country, the clergy are in the habit of praying for ». 
termination of war, whenever it exists. 

Among the principles which should be acknowl- 
edged by all nations, is this, that so fer as is not ne- 
cessary for the destruction of the public force of an 
enemy in time of war, we have no right to destroy 
private property. Paley says, that we have a right to 
make a slave of a captive : but when he made this re- 
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mark, he certainly forgot the dictates of Christianity. 
We must treat a ce^tive as a human being : we must 
do unto others as we would that others should do unto 
us. Notwithstanding the general principle of war, it is 
also right that every person who is, by his employment, 
a benefactor to mankind, by contributing to the stock 
of food for man, whether as an agriculturist, a fish- 
erman, or otherwise, should be spared in war, as far as 
is consistent with the speedy termination of hostili- 
ties. The people of Vermont, white there is war 
with Great Britain, do not cross the boundary and lay 
waste the country of thieir neighbors in C)anada. ,No 
one would say that to prey upon them would be to re- 
duce the force of the country, which is the object of 
military operations. This principle is acknowledged 
by civilized men, but not by savages. When General 
Clark, on a certain occasion, found some of his sol- 
diers about to bum a private house, he ordered one of 
them to be brought out and shot : but Brandt interfered, 
and said : " No, I will not consent to it." Our country 
is ashamed of the burning of Newark. The British 
are, or ought to be, ashamed of the burning of the 
Moravian village, and other similar scenes ; and these 
deeds will be a stain on them and us as long as history 
has a pen to write. The governments regret them : 
they feel like boys who have been robbing an orchard, 
and both are ready to say, " I didn't do it." 

Now here is a principle settled, so far as it relates to 
private property on land ; and where is the difference 
between it and that at sea ? If the capture or de- 
struction of it will not weaken the pubhc for<^ in such 
a manner as to sdd in ending the war^ what reason can 
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there be for seizing or de^lix>yingit? And with re- 
spect to those who have it in charge, what difference is 
there between men at peace on thp water and on land? 
Their property is not dilfferentfrom otiier property, and 
the men are like other peaceable men. If a ship with 
a cargo of broadcloths is seized by a cruiser, why is 
it not as unreasonable , as if it were taken by an armed 
force after being landed? There is no differenee 
between the cases, except this — ^you can come at the 
former : this is the charm, here is the reason ; and you 
need not seek any other. The owner of the privateer 
regards not the real merits of the case ; and if he. had 
it in his power to do it with safety, he would plunder 
a house. 

But it is said, that, by sending privateers against an 
enemy, we cripple him. This is an -assertion often 
made' ; and if I had the nonsense of Don duixotte I 
would believe it: but if Ihad4he sobriety. of Sancho ' 
Panza I would not. 

What difference will it make, whether we take 
English property going to the Cape of Good Hope, 
before or after its arrival ? 

But what are the feelings which induce men to 
engage in privateering, and governments to permit 
them? They are feelings of pelf: not at all above 
those of thieves and robbers, and not a whit better. 
The scheme is to take property for nothing, without 
regard to right ; ohd doing it in a privateer is just the 
same as doing it on the highway. It is^ declared by 
many to be necessary, to be honorable and to be just: 
ajccardingly^ those who thirst for wealth and care not 
how they get it, go out to rob, and thegavernnQent sets 
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them on. These feelings, thus excited and encou- 
raged, do harm enough to overbalance all the loss of 
money that might be apprehended in abstaining from 
the practice. They produce a mass like that left behind 
by the yellow fever. 

It is said that the laws will check some of the evils 
anticipated from this practice. But, although priva- 
teersmen are amenable to the government, there is not an 
instance of their being brought forward to account for 
their misconduct, either in this war or the last, so far 
as I know. 

But see what sort of men are entrusted with power 
in privateers. Those who engage in war on board of 
national ships, feel that their motives are comparative- 
ly good ; but those who go in privateers are indifferent 
about consciences, and go with very bad ones. The 
consequence is that the characters of men employed in 
public and private armed ships is very different. The 
mind becomes affected by fiimiliarity with deeds of 
violence and scenes of blood. The heart is hardened 
with double rapidity compared even with the miser's. 

You will observe that wealth gotten by iniquity 
does not last. I have noticed this for forty years, and 
it is almost always tnie. Thieves do not retain pro- 
perty : gamblers do not ; and the truth has passed into 
this fiimiliar though homely proverb : " What is got 
over the devil's back, is spent under his belly." It 
consequently happens, that every {»rivateersman is 
almost of course a beggar. Mark the destruction of 
principle which ensues ; the injury of the public inte- 
rests. Observe the fiiUacy of attributing privateering to 

the love of public good, and ask whether tliis evil system 
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is ever to be bettered. Is a nation always to contain 
these people, and to permit them to prey on private 
property and destroy lives whenever it«is at war? 
Must we not attempt a reformation ? If not, it is be- 
cause we have not integrity enough, or humanity 
enough , to obey the dictates of nature. 



i 
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Question. Ought the interest of Money to he regulated by Law f 

Remark 1st. Adam Smith and certain other 
writers on the subject, say, that if a person lends money 
to several men who are secure debtors, and to one who 
is not, he may properly raise the rate on the secure to 
guard against exposure to loss by the insecure. This 
is not justifiable. Am I to pay for another's inse- 
curity? They say also, that the interest on the in- 
secure borrower is to be increased, when there is but 
one. But this will only saddle him with a greater sum ; 
and if he cannot pay the smaller, will he pay the larger ? 
By no means. Besides, he will be constantly dis- 
couraged by having a large debt hanging over him, 
and less Ukely to make his best exertions to discharge 
it. In such a case a man will be even less disposed to 
use his best endeavors than in the other. The growth 
of debts firom interest, is like the stone cut out of the 
mountain without hands : it is small at first, but at 
length becomes a moimtain, and fills the whole earth. 
It is Uke the mustard seed, which is indeed the small- 
est of all seeds, but when it is grown, it becometh a 
tree, so that the fowls of the air (especially those of 
prey) come and lodge in the branches. 
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Remark 2d. The law which renders the creditor 
of usury unable to recover his debt, is intended to keep 
him from lending at usury. The nature of man is so 
bad, that the debtor will often refuse to pay under this 
provision. He makes the law, or the want of law, his 
plea, though the debt may have been contracted under 
solemn obligations. It is then owing to the nature of 
man that the payment is not made, and not to the law ; 
and non-payment affords no argument against the law. 

Remark 3d. We must lay much stress on the 
agreement of men in matters founded on experience, 
and it has been a very common practice to limit the 
rate of interest by law, in different countries. This 
proves that they have thought it useful after trial. 
Lady Mary Wortley Montague, soon after her arrival 
in Constantinople, went into a Turkish bath, where, 
on leaving it, she was obliged to submit to the dis- 
agreeable and somewhat painful process of having her 
limbs pulled by the attendants. She found however 
that the effects were very pleasant, as it made her feel 
more active and vigorous for some time. The exer- 
cise seems at first to a stranger quite useless and non- 
sensical ; but the Turks have found by experience 
that its influence is salutary. I have made experi- 
ments with this process on my fingers, in consequence of 
the remark made by Lady Mary. They are apt to be 
rheumatic, and I pull them every time I feel the pain ; 
and I think it is owing to this practice that my fingers 
are not now useless. 
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DECISION. 

The two objections made against regulating the 
intetest of money by law, are that it is unjust, and that 
it is unwise. If unjust, it ought not to be resorted to ; 
and tills alone would render it unwise. The several 
views in which the injustice is said to appear are 
these: 

1st. That it distinguishes money by a species of 
regulation which does not belong to any other kind of 
property. Wheat, wine, other articles of food, and in 
short almost every species of merchandize, is free from 
restrictions of this kind, and every man is permitted to 
make his own bargain in lending or borrowing them. 
The law gives every thing that the "salus popuU* 
demands. It meddles sometimes and sometimes not. 
It does not meddle with merchandize or farmers' lands, 
because it sees no occasion. The market regulates 
such things better than the laws could do. But when 
the merchant or the former oppresses any of his fellow 
men, they stop him by such regulations as are design- 
ed for their protection. The law forms banking com- 
panies, turnpike-road companies, &c. &c. meddling just 
so far with such concerns as the good of the people 
requires. It regulates the exchange of food when it 
thinks it necessary. Sometime ago there was thought 
to be danger of a scarcity of com, and the law prevent- 
ed the com from going out of the country. Oar 
private rights are to be limited in consistency with the 
pubUc good ; and the whole business of mmiicipal pro- 
ceedings depends upon this principle : '^ Solus populi sth 

premalex estoP It controls the ciiemnstanees of mea 

26* 



300 biSPUTE THIRTY-SIXTH. 

just as it pleases ; and otherwise nothing can be deter- 
mined without some particular law of God. It is idle to 
talk of any other rights. The gains of men are regula- 
ted every where, and necessarily so. It is remarkable 
that men never think of finding fault when a banking 
company is not permitted to lend to what persons they 
please, and at their own rates of interest. Now where 
is the difference between regulating public and private 
lenders ? Private people alone would do it in secret if 
allowed, and do it more to the injury of others. But 
every man approves and demands this regulation ; for 
it is evident that without it banks would become en- 
gines of oppression. 

2d. It is objected that it is unjust, because a man 
has a right to do what he will with his property ; that 
a lender runs risks ; and that money fluctuates in va- 
lue. On this last I observe, people are always ready to 
get the rate fixed when it is at the highest. But con- 
sider.: when a hundred dollars is worth more than it 
has been, is not four dollars worth just as much more 
in proportion? They both follow the same scale. 
The rise of the money and the fall are just the same in 
the four or six per cent, as in the dollars. 

But it is said, that the man can make more by his 
money if left fi-ee in lending it. By what will he 
make ? . The laborer's work becomes worth more 
when the rate of interest rises, and therefore the labor- 
er will demand more for it. The money is worth 
more in business, but merely because that which the 
borrower does with it is worth more. If a man does 
not wish to lend his money, he can go into partnership 
with an active man. He wants to lie by and do noth- 
ing, and eat the honey which the bees have gathered. 
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All business is open to the borrower or the active part- 
ner : he can be a sea captain, or a commission mer- 
chaxit, or whatever he will. Now where is the ne- 
cessity of his having more privileges ? You will re- 
member that I have lent almost all my money, so that 
I am now advising in the teeth of selfishness. 

The community mean to discourage idleness. The 
lender does not do any thing : his own labors do not 
add one particle to liier stock of the community, nor 
does he aim to employ his money so that it may be a 
public advantage. " If any will not work, neither let him 
eat." This is the law of God. I would give a lazy 
man a meal : but if he would not work I would not 
give him another. It is right to lend money : but it is 
not right to make it a cardinal pursuit. It should not 
be made a business. I went some years ago to New- 
port : the war was raging and the people were poor. 
I found the state of things was this. A few of the in- 
habitants were merchants : but the richest lent money 
and others borrowed, and the town was thus impover- 
ished. All human prosperity arises from human in- 
dustry. It is the well-spring of human happiness. 
Loaning money, as a business, is the faetor of the Bo- 
hon Upas : it spreads death around it. Men may do 
it occasionally, and with good intentions : but the 
habit of doing it as a regular employment, is dangerous 
to morahty and to the good of society. 

3d. The third objection is, that there is injustice as 
well as folly in laws regulating the interest of money, 
because they will be evaded. If this is a solid objection 
to any law, it would be argument enough against all : 
for any other law is likewise exposed to be evaded, ex- 
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cept — " Go and do as you have a mind to." We make 
a law forbidding murder, and all other heinous crimes. 
Are they not all evaded ? We add one forbidding Ihe 
violation of the sabbath : would any one of you have 
it repealed because it iis broken? I am a&aid you 
would make a thin volume of your code, if you "were 
to repeal every law which is not strictly and univer- 
sally regarded. 

4th. The fourth objection to laws regulating the 
interest of money is, that you encourage fraud. You 
do not encourage it. A man intends to steal, and bor- 
rows on usury. He does not pay it. The man is a 
villain : yet I am willing the usurer should be pun- 
ished. It would be wrong to say that book debts 
should last forever, though a man may lose what is 
justly his, by the law that limits the time within which 
their collection may be compelled. It is better that a 
few men should suffer, than that the community should 
be subject to all the evils which would otherwise be 
brought upon it. A good law may give occasion to do 
evil, and yet the law be good. Here is then no objec- 
tion to the regulation of the interest of money by law, 
though I allow it its whole weight. 

5th. The fifth reason used against the regulation of 
interest is : that it will cause the lending of money out 
of the community, and where the interest is hi^er. 
We have long Uved adjoining New-Yo*rk, where the 
lawful rate of interest is seven per cent, while among 
us in Connecticut it is only six. There is money 
enough to be lent here in spite of this. Our new banks 
are always subscribed to as much as is necessary. It 
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said however that the tendency will be to drive 
lenders away. Let them go : it won't hurt any body 
to be rid of them. 

Now let me remark to you, that the design of the 
law is to protect the poor, the ignorant, the young, the 
self-confident, and others, who in this manner need 
protection. If you do not protect these members of so- 
ciety, you expose it to serious evils. Every man thinks 
he can make money well : just as every body thinks he 
will at his own time, and in his own way, turn to 
repentance. But on both these subjects they often 
deceive themselves. Let those who feel confident be 
cautious. Let those who are sanguine look out for 
the consequences. Those who are in trouble see noth- 
ing but the present evil. The yoimg want something, 
and to obtain ^t borrow money. You have no concep- 
tion, young gentlemen, of the fierceness with which 
the lenders will grind the fkces of their fellow men. A 
poor man in this town went to one who had several 
hundred thousand dollars, and begged of him a Uttle 
for the necessaries of life. The rich man was busy, 
and told him he would think about it. He apphed 
again ; and that threw him into a rage, instead of mov- 
ing his sympathy. Young men are generous: but 
these men are as hard as any quartz in Mr Gibbs' 
cabinet. They are the hawks : the young, the robins. 

Now common sense, remember, regulates money 
lenders. When men make a law, they observe their own 
interest. Why did they make this law? Because they 
are obliged to do so. The whole body of the Roman 
Senate were money lenders, and many other legisla- 
tors are composed of the same materials. These laws 
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which they have passed are right in the teeth of avarice; 
and yet we find that similar laws have been made, 
where there has been money to lend and to borrow, in 
every country under heaven, from the days of Moses 
down to the present time ; and this has been done, 
although counteracted by the selfishness of many of 
the men by whom they were framed and adopted. 
They grew out of experience in the most corrupt feel- 
ings of men ; and that in all countries, and in all ages. 
What has produced this result ? The necessities of 
the community. 

But you will observe that the law is. obeyed, and 
every man's state is consequently affected by it. You 
cannot accomplish the objects desired any other way. 
Orphans and widows are to be taken care of by laws : 
they ofien have money laid up for them, and without a 
fixed rate of interest, its value could not be. fixed. All 
Christians will conform to this law ; though among them 
will be many who lend money. All men who intend 
to sustain decent characters in the community will con- 
form to the-law. They cannot deviate securely : their 
borrowers would betray them. Every reasonable man 
can get money at six per cent. You can do it at banks; 
and while this can be done, men will not go to others 
to borrow. This system cuts up usury by the roots ; 
and the fiict that it produces this effect, abundantly 
proves that the law regulating the interest of money is 
extensively executed,- and as extensively as any law. 
There will be men who will be fools, it is true : but 
this evil, law cannot prevent. 

I would never encourage lending money ; but I 
would open/ the door, to judicious men to borrow 
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money. The experience of other countries is in my 
favor. Perhaps a community of commercial people 
might do without a law on the subject of interest ; but 
I should be sorry to have such a law repealed. 

Young gentlemen, never borrow money unless you 
can pay it at the time appointed. The person who 
practices borrowing on any other plan, will be a beggar, 
and probably end in a jail. 
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DISPUTE XXXVII. 

April IStb, 1814. 

Question. Is Duelling Justifiable f 

Remark 1st. The ancient duels were not on the 
same principles as those of the present day. " There 
were no established rules concerning them. The chal- 
lenged was not necessarily bound to accept. The 
case was not a case of honor. This makes a wonder- 
ful difference. Duels have been' practised in all na- 
tions, no doubt. Our savages do it. They attack 
with knives, and intend to kill at all events. 

In the duels of England, the object was, not to 
kill, but to vanquish. They were resorted to on ac- 
count of some violation of the laws of England : the 
duel was not in opposition to the laws ; and this 
makes a great difference between ancient- and modem 
duelUng. 

Remark 2d. It is in vain here to quote examples. 

A gentleman of Massachusetts Bay, distinguished by 

great common sense, (in old times, while Massachusetts 

was a colony,) once remarked to me, that his father 

once well said that he had seen many great men, but 

they all had bad spots in them. 

27 
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DECISION. 

This subject of Duelling will come up to your view 
when you study Paley. t shall then consider what he 
says on it, and shall not now enter into the subject so 
extensively as I otherwise would. I have also preached 
upon it ; but probably the arguments are now out of 
your minds. I shall now make a few observations 
which may not occur to me again. 

1st. It is viewed as the reparation of an injury. 
The reparation tl^en must consist in this: that the 
duellist renders evil for evil. This will be a bad thing 
to give an account of when we come to the Day of 
Judgment. God has prohibited it absolutely. He has 
commanded us to love those who hate us, to forgive 
those who injure us, and to pray for those who despite- 
fiilly use us and persecute us. These are the persons 
whom the duellist challenges, if he thinks his case suf- 
ficiently promising. If he is wounded, he must per- 
haps submit to having the truth told, which a gt>od 
man would be always ready for. It will not always 
be right to tell a person of his faults ; but we ought to 
submit to it. The*person who has done evil, ought 
himself to take patiently the punishment of the evil 
To a very great extent it is true, that this is not patiently 
submitted to. In some instances it has been, but tlie 
cases are very rare. In some instances a man has trod- 
den upon the toe of another : in some instances he has 
stared upon him, and a duel Ims been the consequence. 

A French ofiicer in the army of Count de Grasse, 
was once at table with an oflSicer of the American army, 
soon after the capture of Yorktown. During a con- 
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versation which occurred on that subject, he observed 
the American fix his eyes often and steadily upon him. 
Taking offence at this, he enquired of a gentleman 
near him, what was the character and standing of the 
American, and was told that they were good. He then 
desired one of his friends to enquire of him why he had 
gazed at him in so peculiar a manner. The American 
heard the question with some surprise, but smiled and 
replied, that it gave him pleasure to look at him, as he 
thought him the handsomest man he had ever seen. 
The Frenchman afterwards remarked, that if he had 
been stared at in that manner in France, he would cer- 
tainly have challenged the man immediately. 

But we are told by the advocates of duelling, that 
there are insults to which gentlemen are exposed, 
against wliich there is no adequate defence but a 
challenge. We must be exposed to insults as we pass 
through life, and be prepared to meet them ; but there 
is no difficulty in getting along in spite of them. It is 
only for us to determine that we will take no notice of 
an insult, and we shall find that it will do us no harm. 
I know this by experience. I have adopted a homely 
English adage with regard to persons who love to give 
insults : " If they are rtiad, let them scratch." If you 
adopt the same, you will find no difficulty in getting 
along with them. It does not give me half the uneasi- 
ness to receive an insult, that it does to go from home 
and leave my snuff-box : and you may know this is not 
much. 

I advise you to set out in hfe with this determina- 
tion, to look charitably on the feults of others. Many 
and many a one who has given offence, is heartily 
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sorry for the wrong he has done. It is hard to increase 
the troubles of men who are laboring under such de^ 
r^et for their conduct ; and it does not require the 
benevolence of the Gospel to compassionate them. It 
is hardly worth while to wound such, a person more 
deeply than he is wounded already. The person \irho 
has inflicted injuries and is sorry for them, bears, at 
least in my eye, a very fair and honorable character for 
a man : more so than some of those whose character is 
constitutionally more uniform, who are at once less 
exposed to errors and less ready to make reparation. 
Now in the case of receivhig such an insult as those 
that have been alluded to, nothing, I think, should be 
done. Let it go. 

Some think that the fear of a challenge checks the 
disposition to give insults, and administers to the peace 
of society. Facts are better than theory. In the coun- 
try of New-England there have been but five duels 
since its first settlement by white men. One of these 
took place between two English servants, soon after the 
foundation of Plymouth colony, who were tied neck 
and heels for twenty-four hours. Another was between 
two New- York men, who left their own state, and came 
over to Horseneck to fight. During the iRe Volution 
there were two duels fought while the army lay near 
Boston. One ofthem was at Dorchester Heights. Now 
this shows that the practice I have recommended does 
not induce men to injure or insfult each other. Instead 
of resorting to duelling to establish a proper intercourse 
in sojciety, we have substituted the best and most ef- 
fectual means. We make a man generally despised, 
who violates truth or good manners among us. The 
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public opinion is dead against him. The point of ho- 
nor, so much talked about by duellists, has no existence 
here : and the arguments they found upon it are no- 
tliing but words. The point of honor is to comply with 
the rules of truth and propriety in our intercourse with 
each other. 

But it is asserted, that duelling must be resorted to, 
effectually to wipe off the stain of an insult from the 
character which has been aspersed. A man has his 
toe trodden on. What is to be done in such a case ? 
Shall he determine never to forget it till he has had re- 
venge ? How long shall it be remembered ? I believe it 
would not be forgotten at any rate until the toe had got 
well, but after that, in most cases, I presume many per- 
sons would never think of it again. But suppose it to 
have been intentional, and that the injured man should 
tell the aggressor that he could not respect him until 
he should make an acknowledgment : would not this 
secure him better treatment in future, and would it not 
be a course of conduct appropriate to the character of a 
man t And would not this manner of resenting inju- 
ries in general, be most like a rational being — most like 
a servant of God ? 

The motive which drives men to fight duels, is the 
opinion of the public ; and that which prevents others 
from hazarding them is the fear of God. Now 
which of these motives is best founded? Some 
are most influenced by the fear of public opinion. 
Whoever is, is a fool and a coward. For what is the 
origin of pubUc opinion, when it s^ts against a man 
who is unwilling to fight ? It is fabricated by such men 

as themselves, without reason and against reason : yet 

27* 
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for it they will plunge themselves and their fitmilies mJx> 
danger and distress. 

This is to act the bedlamite, if it ever was acted. 
This scheme for preventing injuries is a foblish one, 
when its real tendency is r^arded. For example : I 
am said to be a liar. Am I a liar, or not ? If I kill 
the man who accuses me of being so, is that repara- 
tion ? Is my character any better for it ? Certain it 
is, that I have done him a greater injury than I have 
received, and a more irrepasable one. Or, suppose a 
man has done me palpable wrong, by design, and I 
challenge him to shoot at me. He has cheated me out 
of a hundred pounds, and I give him a chance to cheat 
me out of much more — my life. Who, by any rea- 
sonable course, could claim any such thing? The 
cheated maxi is never to pay the debt. This however, 
is but a feeble presentation of the subject. The person 
supposed has cheated me : but it is only out of a little 
money. The duellist cheats me out of my life in both 
worlds. If he has belied me, and injured my reputa- 
tion, I gain nothing by it if I kill him. His death will 
never convince any body that he spoke falsely. If my 
character is such as to claim confidence, all men will 
despise him for aspersing it, even if I take no measures 
for my own justification. But if I challenge and shoot 
him, I shall be condemned by the same just opinion, for 
a greater crime than that whiph he has committed. 

Cblonel Burr challenged General Hamilton. Mr. 
King sat up nearly a whole night, and exerted himself 
during a part of several days to dissuade him from ac- 
cepting it. But he was unwise enough, with all his 
good counsellors, to go to the fiekL He was killed. 
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Has Burr gained any character by this event ? So &r 
£rom it, he is regarded but with one feeling by all. 

Some men think that fighting a duel is evidence of 
a man's courage. I do not think much of this kind of 
courage. A shoe-black, a jack-tar or a common street- 
bully is stronger of nerves than most duellists, and may 
soon become an expert marksman by practice. A gen- 
tleman who had been in South-Carohna told me, that 
he had seen a man who had killed nine others in duels. 
His custom was to borrow money, and then to seek an 
opportunity to insult the lender, get a challenge from 
him, and shoot him. Duelling did not prevent insults 
froon being given in his case, nor supply any de* 
ficiency in the laws. A New-England man once got 
into a quarrel with an expert duellist, who challenged 
him while they were at dinner together. The man who 
receives a challenge being allowed to choose the time 
and the weapons, the New-Englander immediately said 
he would fight now, and with pistols, across the table. 
The challenger objected ; but finding it in vain, made 
a most humble apology for his conduct. This shows 
that a great dueUist may be much afiraid of losing his 
life. He had no apprehension of being fired at by an 
inexperienced man, at the usual distance : but if his 
antagonist should have the first fire, from across the 
table, he thought he should meet certain death. Two 
candidates for the ofllce of representative once quar- 
relled in. Virginia. A little before the election, one of 
them publicly stated that he was in possession of docu- 
mentjs which proved his competitor to be entirely un- 
worthy of public confidence, and thus obtained the ma- 
jority. On the day after the election, a firiend of the 
unsttccessfiil candidate called to demand a sight of the 
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documents, when it proved that none such existed. A 
challenge ensued ; but an officer made his aj^arance 
on the field in time to prevent the duel. Prom the 
character of the new representative^ it was probable that 
he had given information to the officer, as his antagonist 
was an expert marksman. The combatants then met 
on the territory of an adjacent state : but when they 
were about to fire, a man was discovered in a bush, 
with a rifle, prepared to shoot the firiend of the unsuc- 
cessfiil candidate. In many cases duels have produced 
effects exactly opposite to those which are claimed to 
flow fi:om them. 

How different is the influence of such conduct as 
that of Colonel Gardner when he received a challenge, 
but refused to fight, on the ground that he feared God ! 
No one who knew the parties, could have had any 
doubt which was the braver man. 

But it is said that duelling may prevent much suf- 
fering in persons who have a very tender regard for 
their reputation, and who sufiier pangs when it is 
wounded. I have been repeatedly published for nine 
years, as a man of no commendable character : but I 
have never lost a meal for it. Besides, I have never 
been treated the worse for these attacks, not even by the 
makers of the stories, yet I have not answered them. 
I value a good name : it " is better than precious oint- 
ment." But, let a man value it ever so much, though 
it be injured by the wilfiil conduct of another, and the 
suffering be as dreadfiil as you will, can it be wiped 
away by the death of the offender? Has God made 
our state in this world such, that this is the only effec- 
tual remedy? 
Who was ever more blessed than the apostles, while 
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they were subject to indignities, falsehood and violence? 
And how did they endure their sufferings with such 
resignation and joy ? They acted in obedience to the 
conamand of their Master : "Pray for them who despite- 
iiilly use you." Now qtiere whether there is not in 
every mind a ready assent to the soundness and ex- 
cellence of this injunction ? 

DECISION ON DUELLING CONCLUDED APRIL 15th. 

It is insisted by duellists that the decision to which 
they refer their points of dispute is a fairer ope than 
that to be obtsiined from a common tribunal : that they 
meet on equal ground, because they are men of honor. 
But their actions belie their professions. As Horace 
says, if you drive out the nature of such men with a 
pitch-fork it will return. There is no preventing them 
from fighting on unequal terms, if they can possibly do 
it. They are trained to shoot a pistol from early life, 
and will always have the advantage of an adver- 
sary if possible. There can be no equal ground 
for two duellists, tmless they shoot alike. Would a 
contest between two men be equal, if one fought with 
a bludgeon, and the other used only his naked hands? 
By no means : yet there would be less inequality than 
there often is between duellists. Not a man engages 
in a duel who dpes not intend to have the contest un- 
equal, and the advantage on his own side. Yet every 
dueUist is a brave mail : you have his word for it. He 
goes into tlie field to prove it : but the fact is, he does 
not mean to be killed in establishing the fact. 

The King of Prussia was once informed that two 
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of his officeis were about to fight a duel, and proceeded 
to the field, where they had made-their preparations. 
He ordered them to proceed ; and one of them, at the 
first fire, killed his antagonist The king then called 
on the second of the dead man to shoot the surviving 
principal, which he did. The other second was then 
directed to fire at him, and after killing him, was him- 
self shot by a soldier. His majesty then turned his 
horse and left the place ; and this summary proceeding 
put an end to the fashion of duelling in his army. Duel- 
lists have no wish or intention to be kiUed.; and the re- 
presentation of the equal terms on which they appear 
in the field is entirely false. 

There came a youth firom the west of Virginia to 
one of the colleges of that state, who had been brought 
up in a religious femily, but found himself placed in 
contact with infidels, and often engaged in arguments 
with them on the truths of religion. He generally suc- 
ceeded in worsting his opponents, and soon raised much 
hostility ggainst himself in conseqiience. Some of his 
companions determined to involve him in a duel, and 
succeeded in having a challenge jwresented and accept- 
ed. The youth chosen to fight him was an expert 
marksman ; and a duel was resorted to expressly for 
the purpose of killing him whom they could not refute. 
This they accomplished. Away with the pretence that 
there is any fcirness in settling questions by duels. 

In the next place, you will observe that the duel- 
list takes upon himself the adjudication of his own 
cause. This would be thought a wonderfiil proceed- 
ing in other cases. We go, by universal consent, to a 
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trib\inal to have our differences settled ; and no one 
would be foolish enough to pretend that a man ought 
to be permitted to sit as judge of his own cause. The 
person interested is prejudiced : he cannot be depended 
on to give a just decision ; and no one thinks of leaving 
the qlxestion to him. Why should this plain principle 
ever be departed from, and such cases be referred to 
the duel ? The most selfish, passionate and headstrong 
of all beings are thus hiade judges in their own cases, 
and instead of fedrly consulting the facts presented in 
evidence, they do their utmost to destroy the life of 
their adversaries, whether they be in the right or the 
wrong. But it is said that the duellist is a man of 
honor, and that the privileges he claims are not to be 
granted to others. Who is a man of honor ? Every 
one who claims to be so. Then every one will call 
himself so. A shoe-black will tell you that he is one ; 
and, though not a gentleman, more honest than some 
who are acknowledged to be gentlemen. If you 
allow duels, you permit the most selfish men, in the 
most selfish of all cases, to perform the most difficult 
and delicate of duties: to determine disputes. You 
make the accuser, the judge, the jury and the execu- 
tioner, all one. And think, how perfectly unreasonable 
this is. There is no person a greater fool than a proud 
man ; no one who is less capable of judging. You 
might as well trust an avaricious man in his cause. 
And if you allow one person to manage his own cause, 
you must allow others. What then becomes of your 
judges, courts and lawyers? They are all perfectly in- 
significant. Carry the principle through, and you se- 
parate society, in much the same manner as the par- 
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tides of dust are separated in a whirlwind. To talk of 
special judicatories independent of law, to settle disputes 
on the principle of duelling, and to pretend at the same 
time to sustain the principles of law, is as ridiculous as 
to attempt to bring together the two opposite points of 
heaven. In all rational views, was ever any thing as 
irrational as this l 

Ail legislatures, accordingly, have been opposed to 
duelling. It roots up government. The legislature of 
VirgLoia have passed a law, that every man elected to 
an office in the state shall swear that he has not been 
engaged in a duel since the passage of that law. Of 
course duellists who aim at offices in Virginia are now^ 
met by their pride in the last point. You see how 
good sense and good principle in that state have tri- 
umphed over this dangerous practice : no law is better 
calculated to produce the effect than that. You will 
find the same principle elsewhere adopted in some man- 
ner or other ; though by laws foolishly weak in a good 
many instances. There is need of more vigor and de- 
cision. A judge in New- York, some time since, when 
about to give a charge to a jury on a case of duelling, 
could not help pausing to look roimd upon his audience. 
On one side was the mayor : h^ had fought his duel. 
The attorney of the district -rots so lame he could not 
appear in court, from a w#i|»d'he had received in one. 
The sheriff had been killed in another. All the jury 
were supposed to be fevorable to duels; and several 
persons among the spectators had been engaged in 
them, as principals or seconds. This shows how in- 
effectual had been the law of that state, passed for their 
prevention. Although it declares death by a duel mur* 
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der, whejti a person has been indicted under it, the jury 
turn their backs upon it, and save the offender. 

In England the laws proved in like manner very 
ineffectual against duelling, until the days of Lord El- 
don. He was a Christian, and announced that duelling 
would for the future be regarded as murder, and Mr. 
Campbell was afterwards executed accordingly. I am 
apprehensive that the present Chief Justice has not 
sense enough, or principle enough to follow his steps. 
A few such decisions would have driven duelUng out 
of the kingdom. The Virginia law is an excellent one, 
because it may so easily be rendered effectual. It is 
only necessary to require that men who have been 
chosen to offices shall take a certain oath, and the ex- 
istence of the law will be a sufficient reason for not 
sending or accepting a challenge. Besides, duelhsts 
can thus be forever excluded from the judges' bench ; 
and this is an important object. Hence the extreme 
wisdom of the law. 

The right of private adjudication is subversive of 
government ; and men who resort to it are its enemies. 
We thus load them with a heavy reproach : but they 
deserve it. Such a man is an enemy of his country, 
and a duellist is of the same nature. Make all men 
duellists, and the point is decided : your law is at an 
end. 

With respect to what I have to say on the future 
allotment of the duellist, I will omit it till we come to 

Paley. 
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DISPUTE XXXVIII. 



April, ^814. 



Question, ^re Reviews beneficial f 



DECISION. 

This is one of those questions which admit only of 
a New-Englander's answer : " some are good, some are 
bad, and sortie are indifferent." 

The best account which I have seen, of the man- 
ner in which the English reviews are conducted is 
given in the "Picture of London," Still that account 
is defective, as it is chiefly confined to the disburse- 
ments of expenses for their support. The editor of a 
review generally professes to know every thing about 
the books which he speaks of; but it is stated that it is 
a common practice for a bookseller to employ persons 
' to review the works he publishes!, and then to pay the 
Reviewers for it, and thus gets an insertion in the Re- 
view. They have so much for so much. If they per- 
form their work poorly, he will dismiss them. The 
number of persons thus employed in London is consi- 
derable, and their characters are different. In such a 
country as England, many are tempted to live by author- 
ship, though the life is poor enough. Those who inhabit 
Grub*street are in su«h a state as fits them to write 
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such reviews. They are ready to do it, because their 
object is to keep soul and body together. They wish 
to please their employers, and at as little expense and 
trouble as possible. Therefore, it is stated, they do 
not always take the trouble to read the book they axe 
reviewing, but sometimes select a passage or two and 
enter into a long dissertation, or a commendation or 
condemnation of the work or the author, till they have 
written enough. A writer was once applied to by a 
bookseller, to give a review of a work published by a 
rival. He sat down, ran over the table of contents, 
chose a few passages, wrote what he pleased on them, 
and paid no attention to the rest of the book. A per- 
son asked him if he might not do the author injustice 
by omitting to read his book. " Hold your tongue," 
said'lrer^* I never should get through with my business 
at that rate." 

Now it is easy for a reviewer to make the impres- 
sion oil his readers, by cop3ring scattered passages, and 
throwing out general remarks, that he has carefully 
read, and attentively considered the book before him, 
while he knows little about it, and is totally indifferent 
whether he makes just or false impressions on the pub- 
lic concerning its merits. ladeed the reviewer no 
doubt often sits down determined to misrepresent it, in 
some way or other. His object is to satisfy the pub- 
lisher who has employed him, and to gratify the 
prejudices of the people, so far as to make them pur- 
chase the work. 

In reviews which are conducted on such princi- 
ples, few just apprehensions of jiew books are given 
out, and consequently little valuable information is to 
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l>e derived from them. Misapprehensions are not 
knowledge, though we may think they are. Hence it of- 
ten happens, that we are farther from the knowledge of 
a. i«rork after reading a review of it than ^e were before. 
I liad read many reviewers, from my early Ufe ; and 
from my acquaintance with them had formed ideas of 
tlieir sources and the motives of their writer^, which 
corrasponded very well with those expressed by the 
sLUthor I have mentioned above. 

This, however, is not all. Reviews not only pre- 
sent us with discussions on the merits of books, but 
they contain exhibitions of customs, manners, the lives 
of distinguished men, and many other matters, which 
have often been Vi^ry valuable. Johnson, Smollet, 
Horsley and others wrote reviews ; and in their discus- 
sions you will find very useful exhibitions of fflBTSBb- 
ject they take up. This is true also of the productions 
of Mr. Badcock, a clergyman who treated Priestly and 
made him, I believe, as sore as the attacks of Horsley 
himself 

The Edinburgh Review has hardly taken up the 
plan of discussion. It was first set up in opposition to 
the Christian Review and the English government, 
especially agaunst the system established by |dr. Pitt 
Many of the reviewers are m«i of superior talents. 
The Ctuarterly Review wa3 set up in opposition to 
the Edinburgh, and its object was to discuss political 
subjects. The writers of this publication are every 
where friendly to ireligion. In it Mr. Canning has 
displayed great ability, and discussions have also been 
very ably eonducted by a few others. An article on tl^ 
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plan of instructian pursued at Oxford^ in reply to one 
in the Edinburgh Review, is finely done. The Scotch 
reviewers must be mortified, if there is any mortifying 
spot left on them, though this is a cat-of-one tail in- 
stead of nine. 

In works of this kind many topics are discussiied 
which would not be, if such works did not exist ; and as 
they are fashionable, usefiil subjects may be presented 
by them to persons who would not be reached by other 
means. Foster has proved, that a Uterary journal may 
be connected with religion, politics, and good sense. 

Reviews will be usefiil ot otherwise, according to 
the character of those who manage them. The Anti- 
Jacobin Examiner has been good fi:om the beginning. 
The Edinburgh reviewers are men like Bonaparte. 
They are opposed to reUgion and goodness, and are in 
fact on the side of Napoleon. No one who loves the copy 
can help loving the original ; and he is as near a fiend 
as any thing in this world. I wonder at their love for 
him, more than at that shown by some Americans. To 
be attached to a fiend ! he who can look on and see 
the millions he destroys, and the misery he brings upon 
mankind, without abhorrence, is a wonder to tne. Such 
examples as we have of those who admire him, sink 
down the character of ifian : but it is more astonishing 
to me to see those in Great Britain who are in danger 
of having their wives, children, and firiends fell into 
the hands of this vulture, rejoice in his prosperity. By 
feelings which some reviewers produce by their writings, 
they destroy the happiness of man here : by the propa< 
ftation of their infidelity, they ruin their prospects of 
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blessedness hereafter. I would say of them as Jacob 
said: " My soul, come not thou' unto their secret ; imto 
their assembly, mine honor, be not thou united." 

The reviews of Germany are most hostile to reli- 
gion and morals. A portion of the Germans are more 
corrupted than the French : the French are corrupted, 
root and branch, and they have contaminated the Ger- 
mans by tljeir intrigues. It was Jeroboam, the son of 
Nebat, with superior power. The German philoso- 
phers are the worst that ever disgraced the name of phi- 
losophy, and wind their wisps round the minds of men 
withoiit reason or common sense. For ought I know, all 
the reviews in Grermany have been engaged in the same 
cause. They have generally taken the most effectual . 
measures to appear as good soldiers of Satan : as 
strong enemies of the human race. Reviewers have 
thus far almost always leagued with the foes of man. 
The views of religion of the (Quarterly Review are ex- 
ceedingly lame and partial. The Edinburgh Reviewers 
are always wrong on politics. A government formed 
on their principle could not exist : it is contrary to all 
facts. 

If it is the interest of the human race to be &ithiul 
servants of God, to be prepared for a kingdom that &- 
deth not away. Reviews are not " beneficial." 

As to taste, these publications contahi a few good 
pieces of poetry, but the rest are intolerably lame. In 
all things the reviewers are bad conductors of the 
public taste, because they are generally ignorant. The 
Christian Observer is the best review I have ever known ; 
for though some of its papers are not of much impor- 
tance, others are able to a degree which is not exceed- 
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ed by any thing I have seen. They point to what is 
r^ht, and show a spirit of candor. When they at- 
tempt to discriminate in important cases, they go right, 
and must keep many of their readers so. In contests 
they have ahnost always paralyzed their enemies. 

As reviews exhibit sach various principles in poli- 
tics, religion, morals, taste, &c. a review may be com- 
pared with a ship. It brings many commodities ; and 
it is difficult to say whether it "is better to be without 
them or not. You had better proceed in r^[ard to 
them, as the fishermen did with the fish they caught in 
that net to which the kingdom of heaven is likened : 
they gathered the good into ba3kets, and cast the bad 
away. 



DISPUTE XXXIX. 

.^^1 19di, 18U. 

Question. la man adoancing to a state of PerfictUnUty T 

DECISION. 

There has been a general improvement of the hu- 
man mind^ since the period when some great number 
of the human race separated from the family of Noah. 
Many of these were hunters. The perfect hunting 
state exists in a high degree of perfection as found 
among .the inhabitants of this country. Their ances- 
tors left Asia without bringii^ig any great improvements, 
and crossed Behring's Straits, without being able to 
bring any domestic animals, unless dogs and cats. 
They however brought a tradition of the deluge, and 
tliis has been found among their descendants, particu- 
larly the Mohicaneews, who inhabited the country from 
the land of the Iroquois to the coast. When you pass 
along down to the south, you find the views of some 
of the nations much enlarged, and the Mexicans im- 
proved greatly in several respects. The Toltecas 
brought their arts with them. There we shall see the 
transition from the hunting state. This is the state of 
which many of the family of Noah partook. When 
human life was nearly one thousand 3rears, it cannot 
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be disputed that there were great improvements proba- 
bly made. Accordingly we find in the remotest anti- 
quity the Zodiac. It was not the production of the 
Hindoos, Burmans, Chaldeans, or any other people or 
sects. All their accounts contain the same names and 
the safbe schemes of thought; and these corresponden- 
ces show that the traditions were, made before the de- 
luge. 

Alphabetic writing also was handed down fro'm 
the deluge. We fiiiid the same alphabet among 
many nations, who could not have made it. In cases 
where these have been lost, there seems to be no ten- 
dency towards a n^w invention. The Indians have 
for two thousand years made their weekwams in the 
same manner, and worked with the same hoes and 
other tools. When society is reduced to the hunting 
state, the human mind has no tendency to rise out of 
it. Leave the Indians alone, and they will be Indians 
three hundred and thirty-five thousand years, if the 
time were allowed them. 

In a state a little above the hunting state, it is said 
that the mind has a tendency to improvement It is 
true. Thif has been exhibited among the Arauca- 
nians, the Mexicans, and- other Indian nations of the 
south. It was not the ambition to emulate their an- 
cestors in glory, which excited them. The Mexicans 
wrought gold and silver so well, that the Europeans 
allowed that they could not emulate them. Some 
Eastern nations have equally excelled more civilized 
workmen. 

Where men have got beycwad this state, they arrive 
at a condition which I cannot describe to you. There 
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is a period which you may date, if you please, in 
EuTopeaa history, about the time of the discovery of 
America and the Cape of Good Hope. Somewhere 
about that time Europeans seem to have received a 
great impulse ; and they have continued to pro- 
ceed ever since. To this many causes contribu- 
ted; and among the rest Roger Bacon's labors in 
philosophy. 

It will be unnecessary to pursue the subject any 
further. All nations, you will observe, will not of 
course continue to improve, because they have made 
some progress. The Hindoos by their government are 
hindered from improving : the Chinese by their state of 
society ; and if you keep them from every other naticxi, 
they will not improve. They can imitate a picture 
exactly ; Ijut they cannot form a correct copy of a 
landscape, or of any thing else. They are so ignorant 
of perspective that they will make a distant man just 
as lai^ as a near one. For ten centuries the Chinese 
• have not advanced at all. During a period anterior to 
that, however, they made much progress. Their ma- 
nufectures of ivory particularly, show great improve- 
ments in manual art. 'Kie Hindoos do not advance, 
but keep at the same stage of society. The Mahome- 
dans stick to the Koran just as they have done for ten 
centuries. This subject, if you please, you may pursue 
much further. You see improvements going on won- 
derfully in the two last centuries in some other coun- 
tries, more than all mankind had made before since the 
deluge. Some of the ancients had arts whibh we have 
nevep reached. I have not noticed the progressive 
steps of nations from war, superstition, &c. The 
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dark ag€3 derived their darkness from govemmeat 
and superstition. Their government, which was 
the Feudal S3rstem, is the worst in the world. Men of 
bsui character had great power and influence : and ire 
see at the pres^it day that it is the tendency of a state 
of war to produce effects on society similar to those 
which distinguish that syst^n. We see that if wars 
had continued constantly ^ they then did, erasing all 
human improvements, Europe would now have been 
an Arabian desert. 

With thes^ views we shall see how far human im- 
provements are liable to precession. It is a fa^t that 
there is very little law in France, except as it pleases 
the Emperor to regard die principles of law to establish 
his power. The present King of Great Britain has 
been Uberal to painting and music. Of course they 
have received a great impulse. Men cannot act widi- 
out motives. Where the circumstances of men are 
&vorable to improvement, improvements will be made, 
and vice versa. All progress towards prefection must 
then be in a measure casual. I don't mean really so, 
but what is commonly so called. Those things are 
incidental, and depend on persons^ character and other 
circumstances. If Diogenes should again come into the 
world, he should be as much a Cynic as ever. 

The Inquisition has forbidden many books in Spain. 
The Spectator is among them. Now carry this fer- 
ther, and we shut out all bopks. If you do this, the 
next generation will be as ignorant as men can be. 
War will probably be foimd to discourage all improve- 
ments'on the whole. 

I think that despotism is sinking in the world. I 
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do Kkot kaow that I shall find any to agree with me. 

You find in the English what you will in vain look for 

in other conquerors. Great Britain, as Lord Castlereagh 

saySy will make great sacrifices for peace : though she 

dpes not want it for her own interest. I believe a peace 

\fdll take place. I believe that Europe, as a body, will 

need a peace, and will have it, and not be involved 

im vrax again. I believe that Christianity will gain 

ground : for I see Greeks, Armenians, Mahommedans, 

Jews, Papists, &e. people of other nations, feivorable to 

the spreading of religion. I am of the opinion that the 

Millennium is not to come all at once, but is to alleviate 

the evils of mankind by degrees. It is not to burst 

upon us like the morning, but creep upon us like the 

twilight. I think then there is no reason to suppose 

that the world is to go back: but, on the contrary, 

constantly forward. Improvements are making on so 

large a scale, as to outrun every thing which has been 

known before. I do not think that Providence is doing 

all this to no purpose. I beUeve these are not Uke 

clouds without rain ; but I beUeve they will shed their 

blessings upon the earth. 

As to knowle>dge, I think it is rightly remarked, 

that the experience of ages has shown us, that it will 

not make us better. The Emperor Napoleon is a 

knowing man, but he is a wicked one. He has not 

made his fellow men happy. We do not generally 

see that men who know are servants of their Creator. 

But when good is spread over the world, we may 

expect also that knowledge will be the handmaid of 

improvement, and that energy will be called forth for 
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the benefit of the human race. I believe that the stock 
of human happiness will be constantly enlarging. 

See tfie improvements we have. If we invent a 
way to turn a thousand spindles we pay an hundred 
hands. We have found that the small-pox may be 
prevented by a milder disease arising from the udders 
of cows ; and by resorting to the process of innocula- 
tiori, we save on a moderate calculation the lives of mul- 
titudes of men. Probably some efficient remedy or 
preventive will hereafter be found for the plague and 
the yellow fever. These inventions we commonly 
attribute to human ingenuity : but the author is God. 
Knowledge will increase, and great improvements will 
still be made. I beUeve it will not be more than one or 
two centuries, before there will be such a restraint on 
human passions, and such influences exerted through 
various channels, that it will make the world appear as 
if all the good men in it were brought together. All this 
will take place ; but when we have done, it will be as 
far fi-om the perfectibility which fools talk of, as the 
mite from a man, and an oyster from a whale. That 
perfectibility is the conatv^s ad motum which Epicurus 
found in his atoms : what never was exerted, and pro- 
bably never will be. 



DISPUTE XL. 

April 20th, 1814. 

Question. Are Wars beneficial f 
DECISION. 

There are two ways in which this subject may be 
considered, by which some progress towards a decision 
may be made. 

1st. We may give an exhibition of war, such as 
experience presents. In all the situations in which 
man has ever been placed, there is none more unfavor- 
able than a state of war, for the mind and the man- 
ners. I speak at large. It will not be doubted that 
science has been in some respects promoted by it : but 
in how many other points has it been productive of 
evil ! In the Revolutionary war many things useful 
and necessary to society were much discouraged by 
the state of things. Among other cases it might be 
mentioned that the wages of ministers, being reduced 
almost to nothing, prevented young men from becoming 
clergymen, and contributed to the scarcity of them. In 
this matter I speak from experience. The war was 
formidable to every department of science. When I 
went from my mother's house, after the death of my 
father, and preached occasionally for different congre- 
gations, the payment, to clergymen, being made in the 
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depreciated paper money of the country, amounted to 
almost nothing. The price for preaching one sabbath 
was then four dollars, which was equal to about six- 
teen dollars now, if paid in silver. The schoolmasters 
also were paid in Continental money ; and the phj^i- 
cians and lawyers were much defrauded out of their 
honest debts, by being paid in the same manner. 
And this evil extended every where, to people of all 
conditions. In France things are in much the same 
state now ; and the evils arising from war are on seve- 
ral accounts far greater tlian they were with us ; for, 
atnoQ^ other things, the desk was not here employed 
by the government as it is there to an immense extent. 
In colleges the effects are two-fold in France : the stu- 
dents are not quietly employed in their studies when 
tfaey profess to be ; and many parents send their 
children to places of learning to preserve them from 
draits and impressments. Every war has thus 
crowded the institutions of France : but not with stu- 
dents. It is a &ict that during war, the attendants at 
colle^ have been idle and profligate to an enormous 
degree. 

War demands certain kinds of sciences ! sucI;l as 
chemistry and mathematics, because they must admin- 
ister to its conduct : but only a few branches of the 
latter are needed, and the former but to a limited de- 
gree. The utmost that science can do to war is to 
incdlify it ; and as war is acknowledged to be only a les- 
ser evU when conducted ynth fewest ill effecjts, one 
would think that peace must be a blessing. It is an 
odd sort of gain which is only the less of two evils. I do 
not think .that science has flourished as well in this 
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country in war as it would have done in peace. I do 
not think war is beneficial to it. 

2d. Human morals. On this point there can be 
no debate. I have been a witness of the corruptions 
of men in other contests before the present, and I 
know that the Revolutionary war greatly demoralized 
us. Before it began the country was religious. In 
Northampton it was supposed that a majority of the 
inhabitants were persons of piety : but the change was 
afterwards great. The war turned many of the people 
in this country into infidels. Of these there were two 
kinds : one, thinking men, the other thoughtless. I was 
well acquainted with the state of things at the time, 
and speak of what I know. Some men who had good 
reputations, were and had been men of bad morals. I 
was chaplain in the army, and thus formed an ac- 
quaintance with many men actively engaged in the 
war. There I found persons, who had no solid princi- 
ple. Their common conversation was often revolting. 
They had formed a shocking familiarity with war, and 
would talk of butchering men, as if they had been 
butchers, talking about slaughtering an ox. It is true 
they were attached to the coimtry, and were so trained 
as to make good soldiers. The soldiers of that pe- 
riod were patriots, though bad men ; and the differ- 
ence between patriots and no patriots is greater, young' 
gentlemen, than you think. But when the army was 
disbanded, and these men returned to their homes, with 
the bad principles and habits they had acquired, infi- 
delity spread over the country like a flood. They 
thought but litUe more about religion, than of the in- 
habitants of Jupiter. I should be loth even to tell 
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you of the grossness which existed in some parts of 
the army. Some parts of it were as corrupt as any set 
of men you can point out any where. \ 

8d. With regard to happiness, I think Horace hKs 
very well described this part of the subject : " De&ide^\ 
runt reges," &c. Rulers make war, and the people payV 
for it. Wars are made without consulting the happi- 
ness of nations : the motives are of a very difFerept na- 
ture ; and the general fact is, that the idle, the profli- 
gate, all those who are perfectly without principle in a 
nation, are in favor of war ; while such as are sober, 
industrious and moral, consider it a terrible evil. 

The personal and domestic evils of war are great. 
You must recollect, that fathers, husbands, brothers, 
sons, and friends must be destroyed by it, andthe death 
of each aggravated by the circumstances causes dis- 
tresses which it is not easy to estimate. These things 
we customarily do not include in our view, when we 
think of war ; we are apt to pass them by in a mass, 
as we^do the thoughts of the sacrifice of life among the 
cattle when we walk through a n^rket. But death is 
a great evil to most of those who suffer it in war. Life 
to them is of immense importance. All other blessings 
are dependent on it : it is the hinge on which they turn. 
We know that war kills many in the field ; that it cuts 
off many by disease ; that it leaves upon fer greater 
multitudes the consequences of wounds, exposure, &- 
tigue and sickness. All diese effects we do not feel or 
even think of, to ^be sure, when we are drinking our 
tea and smoking our |Hpes, and talking about war, bit 
^y are evils not less numerous orimpcxrtant on ibai 
aceoimt. 
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It is remarkable that the common language of man- 
kind is marked with the strongest expressions in rela- 
tion to the real character of war. It speaks familiarly of 
" the horrors of war," " the scourge of war ;'^ and these 
words have not been so long in use without an ade- 
quate cause. In this coimtry we are almost ignorant 
of the evils of war. We have not had many cities 
burnt, and have had no experience in those trials which 
many other nations have known : of course it requires 
some consideration in us to get just ideas of the cala- 
mities which war produces. 

One of the ways in which a country suffers from 
war, is by the waste of food. As soon as war arises 
the food of a country is drawn ofl* in great quantities : 
for on army consumes more than four times as much as 
the same number of men in peaceftd life, yet do not en- 
gage in any labor to contribute to the stock. Vast quan- 
tities of food are also often lost by accidents, capture, 
&c. We lost to the amount of two millions at Niagara, 
which is necessarily the loss of two millions of da3rs' 
work of industrious laborers. Arms and accoutre- 
ments, ammunition, and many other expensive articles 
are also wasted in great quantities. I am informed 
by Mr. Whitney, that a million of muskets have been 
wasted during this war, which would cost thirteen mil- 
lions of dollars, yet, with such a spirit as actuates us, 
we sit down and see, very contentedly, an enormous debt 
accumulating; though when we examine into the 
subject, we find that war impoverishes a country 
much more than we might have supposed. Our suf- 
ferings from poverty were excessive during the Revo- 
lution, and for some time after it. It was no uncom- 
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mon thing, when the money had become greatly de- 
preciated, to have four shillings pass for sixty dollars. 
When I went to Greenfield, and for some time after- 
wards, four dollars in silver were worth one hundred 
in paper. A man's property, at such a rate of reduc- 
tion, will soon become reduced to Uttle value. Property- 
suffers in various ways from war ; and a gentleman, 
whose opinion was worthy of great respect, told me, 
after hostilities had existed but a short time in Germa- 
ny, that the evils which Hamburgh had already suf- 
fered could not be remedied in less than fifty years. 

The loss of men is a very serious consequence of 
war. An inhabitant of this place, who has travelled in 
Europe, informs me, that he found the shops to a great 
extent supphed with female clerks : the men, having 
been taken off in the armies, were not to be obtained. 

But what is the account of war given by the Scrip- 
tures ? It is called one of God's great judgments. It 
is therefore a calamity : and it is so great a calamity, 
that David preferred pestilence to it. And David knew 
war intimately ; he had had much experience in it, and 
had felt as well as seen its effects. He had been so 
much a man of war, that God was not pleased to per- 
mit him to build the temple on account of it. I think 
the Scriptures have decided the question which we 
have been discussing, for their language is uniform 
and forcible against war, as one of the greatest 
evils to which mankind are subjected. Why 
should not we view it in the same light? We 
never question the evil of pestilence, &mine, wild 
beasts, earthquakes and the Uke; and why idiould 
we entertain any doubt with respect to war ? 
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But the Scriptures attribute wars to the worst pos- 
sible sources, and show that their origin is evil St. 
James says : " Whence come wars and fightings among 
you ? Come they not hence, even of your lusts ?" It 
will not be said that what proceeds from such sources 
will be good. 

It is to be remarked, also, that the Scriptures, in 
speaking of happiness, almost always include the idea 
of peace. The salutation is : " Peace be with you." 
It is the rational salutation ; it is the expressive lan- 
guage of the common sense of mankind, whenever 
they wish to titter benevolent feelings. Prosperity and 
peace, in the language of the Scriptures, are synony- 
mous terms : now quere^ whether the Almighty would 
not use language aright. The Millennium is foretold as 
a time of peace ; and the prophet enters into it with 
rapture : " I will extend peace to her as a river." Now 
if war is beneficial, this expression, as well as many 
others, must have been made under a misconception of 
its nature. It is also said to be the state of the new 
heavens and the new earth : for " in them dwelleth 
peace." 

It appears therefore^^^hiat the Scriptures are as clear 
on this point as it is possible for them to be. 

Upon the whole, I think that although war has, in 
some few instances, been productive of some good, it 
must be viewed as a great evil. It has often awakened 
energy : but that energy has not always been employed 
for right purposes. In those instances in which it has 
effected the release of nations from absolute tyranny, it 
has done good. 

Such are the views which I have formed of this 
subject. 



DISPUTE XLI. 

ipril 96th, 1814. 

Question. Can the Immortality of the Soul be proved from the Light 

of Jiature f 

Remark 1st. I have often heard it remarked, that 
it is an imputation on the divine character, to suppose 
that God will destroy the souls of brutes. It is also 
inferred that brutes are immortal, from the text which 
says, "the soul of the beast which goeth down- 
ward to the earth." How can we conceive of any 
thing going downward or in any other direction, after it 
has been annihilated ? Motion is not predicable of non- 
existence. We cannot see any reason why it may not 
be consistent with the goodness of God, to communi- 
cate happiness to the brutes after death as well as in 
this world. I have often Jieard the question argued ; 
but there is not evidence afforded us on the subject. 

Remark 2d. Many physicians have lately incul- 
cated the doctrine, that derangement is produced by a 
disorder of the body. A celebrated physician, by pro- 
ceeding on this theory nearly restored the dueen of 
Prussia to reason, and has cured the King of England. 
For the former he proposed a voyage at sea in a firigate ; 
and I would have you remember, that in many cases 
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nothing does delirious persons so much good, as to be 
removed from the scenes with which they have been 
familiar. The Queen's father confessor, however, 
would not consent to her being intrusted to the hands 
of a Huguenot. 

It is a very common opinion, that delirium belongs 
to the mind alone ; and the reason on which it is 
founded is, that the mind, in that state, generally fixes 
on some one thing, with a very erroneous view of it, 
and receives the most preposterous error as truth. A 
man of great distinction in Northampton some years 
ago, Major Hawley, was subject to occasional fits of 
alienation of mind. On one occasion he expressed 
great concern because Ihe swivel of his well-chain was 
broken. His cows he said could not drink at the 
brook on the other side of the street, and therefore 
would not give so much milk as usual, and therefore 
his family, which consisted only of his wife and him- 
self, must inevitably starve. It was in vain to tell him 
how easily the original difiicuUy might be overcome : 
he insisted that the blacksmith could not mend the 
chain. Cases of this nature are common ; and people, 
supposing that such strange fancies could not be got 
out of the miiid except by putting something else in 
their place, have administered medicine to it, under the 
belief that it was in a state of disease. But you-might 
as well give medicine to any thing else, as to the mind 
while the body is out of order. 

DECISION. 

The decision of this question must alwaj^ be re- 
ferred to the Divine Mind. We cannot tell what Gtod 
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will do : it is out of our power to determine any thing 
whatever beyond those Umits that he has prescribed. 
Wherever he has taught us in his word, and in his 
vrorksj or afforded us probable instruction in his works, 
we have knowledge, though in different degrees ; and 
from what we derive from these sources we must judge 
as well as we are able. 

He who formed the soul can annihilate it ; and all 
the views we take of it must be in submission to his 
power and will. All the states of the mind must be 
what God pleases they shall be. With these feelings, 
we should direct our attention towards the general 
inquiry: What have been the arguments afforded by 
nature concerning the point in question ? 

These I shall first mention : but I shall not men- 
tion all. 

The Doctrine of the Immateriality of the Soul, I 
considered last Sabbath, and considered it minutely. If 
this doctrine be not granted, no argument can be de- 
rived firom it. I will notice what has been said by 
those who deny it. t 

It is said, that the mind goes through a regular 
process of growth, till it arrives at perfection, and then 
decays. Now this is a case in which abstract terms 
are used, and deceive. It is taken for granted that the 
body and soul begin to exist together, and grow and 
decline together -, and thence the conclusion is drawn, 
that they die together. Hence those who deny the im- 
mortality and the immateriality of the soul derive the 
ground of their argument. They say, that the birth, 
changes tod death of the body and of the soul, being 

simultaneous, they must be parts of the same thing, or 
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one must be a part of the other. But even if we should 
admit that they grow, decay, and terminate together, 
we should not be forced into this conclusion. We 
might as well say that a man and a tree which* have 
begun to grow, and have flourished and died together, 1 
were parts of the same thing, or that one was part of 
another. Such an assertion would not be admitted. 

The truth is, the body and soul do not attain per- 
fection at the same time. The decay of the soul does 
not commence with the decay of the body. The body 
often begins to decay early. President Edwards's body 
was a frail tenement, such as, it was supposed, would 
last but a little time. He was obliged to take exercise 
constantly, and was compelled to observe a strict regi- 
men, to preserve even an indiflferent state of health. 
He had a silver bowl to drink his chocolate firom, with 
a mark to show exactly the quantity which he should 
take. Now the mind which inhabited that body was 
not inferior to the minds of those beef-eating men we 
sometimes see, who look a^ if they were made to Uve a 
hundred and fifty years. There is, therefore, no ana- 
logy between the most perfect bodies and the most per- 
fect minds wliich we find in the world. 

The mind and the body do not grow or decay to- 
gether. Cotonel Stoddard of Northampton was per- 
fectly unnoticed till he was thirty years of age. His 
mind was not the same in the earUer part of his life, as 
it was after that period: to use it was long un- 
known to him. But in later life he* managed Massa- 
chusetts very nearly as a man noanages his walking- 
stick. A multitude of persons, in all countries, have 
grown in understanding firom fifty to sixty years of age. 



IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 345 

Look at Johnson's Lives of the Poets, and Tour to the 
Hebrides : they were written as well as any of his 
books, and at a period after he was seventy years old. 
Take a man in new habits when he is fifty, and he 
will not succeed well, because his old ones have be- 
come fixed : but in his own ways a man will last well 
till he is seventy, eighty, and even eighty-five. Dr. 
Franklin retained his powers of mind till eighty, or 
eighty-five. The mind, in many instances, at the time 
of death, seems brighter than it ever did before, and in 
still more instances as bright. And this is sometimes 
the case after it has appeared to have decayed. Mr. 
Canfield, a clergyman of this state, for some years lost 
the exercise of his reason. His mind appeared to be 
gone ; and it was supposed it would never be restored 
to its former 6tate. But, a short time before his last 
sickness, the darkness all fell off, and his intellectual 
powers were as bright as ever. This was not owing 
to the growth of the powers of the body : for he was 
not improving in strength. His death occurred not 
long afterwards, but he died brilliant— strong. Another 
man whom I might mention, was in such a state of 
mind, a part of his life, that he could not put two sen- 
tences together ; and yet he afterwards recovered the 
full exercise of his reason. 

There is therefore no truth in the position, that 
the mind is a part of the body, or that they are parts 
of the same thing. In a few instances the increase and 
depay of the mind may proceed with those of the body : 
but this is ftir from being commonly the fact. Dr, 
Dana of this town was never more witty.or more wise 
than at eighty. • Dr. Trumbull, of this state, now liv- 



346 DISPUTE PORTT-PIRST. 

ing, is au example of the same kind. He is engaged 
at this time in finii^hing his history of Connecticut. 

A3 we have no proof of anniliilation to present, the 
doctrine is taken up gratuitously. But even if the anni- 
hilation of mat'ter were admitted, there would be noth- 
ing connected with it like the annihilation of mind. 
As mind has no parts, it cannot be divided : and in 
this respect it is essentially different from matter. But 
there are many strong reasons, furnished by nature, to 
lead to the belief that the soul is immortal. It is ob- 
served that the Providence of God does ^not treat men 
alike in this world. Many good men have been 
subject to great trials in this life, and many bad ones 
have been placed among comforts and enjoyments. 
Asaph says, " The eyes of the wicked stand out with 
fatness." Solomon says, "There is. one end to the 
righteous and the wicked.'^ These remarks arose from 
the observance of facts in their days ; and the same 
sentiments are confirmed by the common experience 
of mankind. It would be naturally presumed, that 
God would treat those with less kindness who are ene- 
mies to him, and vice versa. All are sinners, but 
some are less so than others ; yet the latter often suffer 
less in this world- than the former. Hence it 
might reasonably be presumed, that there will be 
another state, in which the characters of men will be 
more regarded, and in which those who have disobey- 
ed God will be less happy than those who have more 
faithfully kept his commandments* This is an argu- 
ment difficult to be overthrown or removed. I do not 
see that it can be. I do not think it a demonstration, 
but a strong probability. 






IMMORTALITY OP THE- SOUL. 347 

And this argument is so natural, that we find the 
belief in the immortality of the soul almost universal. 
' The Bosjesmans and Caffres are said not to believe in 
, the existence of God. Whether they believe in the 
f immortality of the soul I do not know. Men have de- 
rived their ideas of the soul's immortality from one of 
.the following sources : 1st. Fnom this course of rea- 
soning, or 2dly. From the traditions of revelation. And 
in favor of the doctrine common reason has decided. 
A man should bring good reasons for any opinion op- 
posed to the common sense of mankind : otherwise he 
will not be able to oppose it. The desire of the mind 
for immortality is rationally advanced, to prove that it 
has an endless existence. Who has implanted this de- 
sire? For what reason? Probably the brutes never 
think on such a subject: but every man feels it. 
Savages* think of it as strongly, and often more wisely, 
than those who have the evidences of the gospel ; and 
the belief in the doctrine has undoubtedly, in all 
ages, been universal. 

All men have consciences. The conscience is a 
judge of right and wrong. Why is this in the posses- 
sion of every man ? It is so ordered by God. Is it for 
any end ? One would be surprised to learn that such a 
thing had been given to man without any end. I 
grant that there may be an end which we are not con- 
scious of, and that it is the end intended by the Divine 
Mind. But this is a mere supposition j and hypothe- 
ses, you know, are of very little weight in reasoning. 
With regard to the fact, whether the soul can lose 
this life without annihilation, I can believe it. I think 

it has a principle of life in itself. It seems to be a diffi* 
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cult thing to admit the opposite, and I do not see any 
argument in favor of it. 

The arguments to be derived from the light of na- 
ture, in favor of the immortality of the soul, amount, 
therefore, to a strong probability. All the probability 
is on this side, and there is none on the other ; and it 
ought to influence all our conduct on the subject. 



THE END. 
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